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The Omicron Surge and our response

Dear First Presbyterian Church Family:

22 months ago, in March of 2020, we made the difficult decision to suspend in-person worship due to
this new disease called COVID-19. Fortunately, because the church has invested in broadcast
ministry, we were able to easily connect and provide a way for people to continue worshiping and
participating with us through our radio, television, and live-streaming. Thanks be to God for all of the
amazing saints who have supported that ministry over the years!

11 months ago, in February 2021, we restarted in-person worship with many precautions in place
including face masks, social distancing, and a UV light filtration system in our air handler in the
sanctuary. It was such a joy to be back in-person in our sanctuary, and to continue our robust
broadcast ministries as well!

Over the last 11 months, we have been slowly adding back in-person ministries and opportunities for
fellowship. First it was committee meetings, Youth Group, and Confirmation Class. Then we did
Vacation Bible School. In August we restarted all of our Wednesday night programs along with our
Sunday School classes and our music programs. We made it through the Delta surge in cases this Fall
and continued forward with prudence and caution. We were able to hold in-person Christmas Eve
services this year, which was a true joy and delight.

Today we are facing yet another surge in cases from the Omicron variant. Session, the leadership
council of the church, met last night to discuss the risk posed by the rapid spread of this insidious
disease. Prior to the meeting, your church elders read data and reports from the South Heartland
District Health Department as well as other sources of information. You can access that data here:
https://bit.ly/Data1-21

At our meeting we had a robust discussion about what we could do to help reduce the spread of
COVID-19, both in our church family and in our community. The South Heartland District Health
Department recommends a “layered approach” to reduce our risk and the spread of this disease. That
approach includes face masking, social distancing, good ventilation, and vaccinations and boosters.

As Session assessed the risk, we affirmed that we are taking this layered approach. We require face
masks, do our best to facilitate social distancing, have good ventilation in the sanctuary with the UV
light filter in our air handler, and we have consistently encouraged our congregation to get their
vaccines and boosters. So Session determined that we will continue to take this layered approach to
combat this disease in our community, while also continuing to provide a remote option for as many of
our activities as possible. That means we will continue worship in-person, as well as Sunday School,
committee meetings, and other church activities for now. And we will work to provide a remote option
for as many of these activities as we can.
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The one gap in our layered approach is when we have events that involve food and people remove their
face masks to eat. This includes Wednesday Night Live meals, Funeral Luncheons, Presbyterian Women
luncheons, and other events where food is served. To close this gap, Session voted to suspend any
events that include food effective today, Friday, January 21. Session will revisit this policy at our next
meeting on Thursday, February 17. We hope and pray that the surge has diminished by that time and
we will be able to allow events with food.

Thank you for your patience and understanding as we do our best to combat this terrible disease while
still seeking to share the love and light of Christ among our own church family, in our community, and

out into the world. If you have any questions, please feel free to reach out to me or any of your Session
members.

Your Servants in Christ,
Pastor Greg and the Session of First Presbyterian Church

Kay Georgiana, Scott Sharedelow, Kris Horton, Harold Korb, Joe Black, Kathy Amyot, Cheryl
Lockwood, Neil Riley, Mary Fisk, Bev Rader
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Crossroats: Reverse Advent Totals

Paper towels: 76 rolls
Bed Pillows: 42
Twin Sheets. 36
Blankets 32
Cough drops 44 pkgs

Disposable gloves 1,235
Bleach/Disinfectant 36

Hastings High Food Pantry:
Feminine Hygiene 44 pkgs

Toothbrushes 149

Toothpaste 95

Toilet Paper 43 rolls

Acne Face Wash 30

Hand Soap 82 bars, 29 bottles
Body Soap 18

Deodorant 81

Mac and Cheese 96
Spaghetti and Sauce 48 sauces, 44 pastas
Hamburger Helper 77
Misc 24

Encourage Advocacy Center:

Dishwashing Soap 46

Cleaning Supplies for kitchen and bath. 202
Kitchen Clothes/Rags. 32

Catholic Social Services:

Baby Wipes 5,420
Diapers. 2,000
Baby bottles 50
Razors 196
Baby blankets 2
Scrub Brushes 20

Feminine Hygiene 160
Protective gloves 50
Dish Soap 10
Brooms/dustpans 35
Laundry Detergent 38 il

Household Cleaners 8 Lysol Wipes 7 Cough drops2 Bleach 4 Dish Cloths 6
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HAPPY FEBRUARY

JUSTIN B
JOANN WILLIAM
BEN WELSCH

Greeters fev Febuany

GAYLE FANDRY 2/13
HANNAH HAFER 2/13
MARY PLOCK 2/14
KATHY AMYOT 2/14
RACHEL GUIAI 2/14
NOBLE HENDERSON 2/15
B | PUMROY 2/17
KEATON REDLINE 2/17
LUCA HULTMAN 2/18
DACIA HULTMAN 2/21
/6 RAMONA SHETLER 2/22
THOMAS MOORE 2/22
JANEY NOTTAGE-TACEY 2/23
TYLER KOEPP 2/23
STEENBARGER 2/24

FEBRUARY MEMORIAL ROOM MEMORIAL ROOM NARTHEX
6 Jam Ham Julie Thomsen Susie Graham
13 Eleanor Jorgensen Flossie Sanderson Stephanie Bliss

20| Todd Pankratz & Jessica Meeske

Kay & Frank Georgiana

27 Jane Foote Mary Fisk

Bonnie & Kenton Grams
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The Borrell Family would like to thank FPC for the
continued support of their nonprofit organization,
BROOKS'S BOOKSHELF. Brooks's Bookshelf was
created in 2019 in honor of their son, Brook, to help
share the joy of reading and to spread awareness of
Down Syndrome and other uniqueness. If you
would like to donate new or gently used children's

books, there is a drop-off bin in Fellowship Hall.
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. RENOVATIONS TO THE ELEVATOR
N WILL BEGIN ON MONDAY,

JANUARY 24 AND COULD LAST FOR

@ ONE MONTH. PLEASE PLAN

ACCORDINGLY.

S

K Every single week, Constance Malloy and Sue Medsker

THA proofread the church bulletin for Sunday.
Y@ | Each of these ladies reply to our rough draft emails
\—/ literally within minutes with the necessary corrections
@@N gT AN@E no matter what is going on in their personal lives.
Sue and Constance, THANK YOU for your amazing
teamwork and dedication to the church office,

S@E WE ALL APPRECIATE YOU.
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Thank you and God bless you
for your thoughtfulness
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SUN1/23 8:30a8-9-15a Taize-Style Worship Sanctuary
9:15a-10:15a Sunday School All Ages
10:00a-10:30a | HAW Store Open MNarthex/Memaorial

10:30a-11:30a

Traditional Worship Service

Sanctuary/Facebook/Radio

11:305-12-:00p

HAMW Store Open

Narthex/Memaorial

12:00p-12-30p

Music Planning Meeting

Parlor

MON 1/24 8:30a-10:00a Walkers/Walkers Coffee M-TH PEACE Gym/NW Classroom
1:00p-3-:00p First Pres Pickleball Open Gym PEACE Gym
2:00p-3:30p Hearts & Hands Meal Packing PEACE Center
5:30p-6:30p Foundation Board Meeting Anderson
T 00p-5:00p Boy Scouts Scout Room

TUES 1/25 10:30a-11:30a | Staff Meeting Zoom
11:45%a-1:15p Habitat for Humanity Zoom
12:00p-1:00p Bible Study with Pastor Greg Anderson/Zoom
6:00p-8:00p Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym
7-:00p-8:00p CCC Dog Obedience Class PEACE ME Classroom

WED 1/26 12:00p-1:00p Noonday Bible Study w/Dan D. Zoom
2:00p-3:30p Hearts & Hands Meal Packing PEACE
4:00p-6:00p WNL 175" grades Check-In Fellowship Hall
6:20p-6:50p Cal/West Bell Choir Rehearsal Bell Room
6:50p-7-30p Cal/West Choir Rehearsal Fellowship Hall
6:45p-7-30p Chancel Choir Rehearsal Memorial Room
7:30p-8:15p Chancel Bell Rehearsal Bell Room
7:30p-8:30p Youth Group Youth Room
6:30p-7-30p First Pres Pickleball Open Gym PEACE Gym
6:30p-9:00p Wood Carvers Lower-Level Church

THURS 1/27 | 6:00p-8:00p Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym
6:00p-8:00p Mexican Folkloric Dance Class PEACE ME Classroom
T 00p-5:00p Cub Scouts Scout Room

FRI 1/28 10:00a-12:00p | Mahjong Ladies Room 111 Church

SUN 1/30 No Taize Service
9:15a-10:15a sunday School All Ages
9:15a-10:15a Forum Zoom
10:008-10:30a | HAW Store Open Narthex/Memaorial
10:30a-11:30a | Traditional Waorship Service Sanctuary
11:30a-12:00p | HAW Store Open MNarthex/Memaorial
11:30a-12:00p | Congregation Meeting Sanctuary

MON 1/31 8:30a-10:00a Walkers/Walkers Coffee M-TH PEACE Gym/NW Classroom
1:00p-3-:00p First Pres Pickleball Open Gym PEACE Gym
2:00p-3:30p Hearts & Hands Meal Packing PEACE Center
700p-8:00p Boy Scouts Scout Room

TUES z2/1 10:30a-11:30a | Staff Meeting Zoom
12:00p-1:00p Bible Study w/Pastor Greg Anderson
5:30p-7-00p WaM Fellowship Hall
6:00p-8:00p Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym

T 00p-5:00p

Dog Obedience Class

PEACE ME Classroom




WED 2/2 12:00p-1:00p Noonday Bible Study w/Dan D. Zoom
12:00p-1:00p PW Coordinating Team Meeting | Library
1:00p-2:00p PW Program: Angel Gowns, Fellowship Hall
Susan Kloke
2:00p-3:30p Hearts & Hands Meal Packing PEACE
4:00p-6:00p WNL 155 grades Check-In Fellowship Hall
6:20p-6:50p Cal/West Bell Choir Rehearsal Bell Room
£:50p-7:30p Cal/West Choir Rehearsal Fellowship Hall
6:45p-7:30p Chancel Choir Rehearsal Memorial Room
7:30p-8:15p Chancel Bell Rehearsal Bell Room
7:30p-8:30p Youth Group Youth Room
£:30p-7:30p First Pres Pickleball Open Gym PEACE Gym
6:30p-9:00p Wood Carvers Lower-Level Church
THURS 2/3 | 6:00p-8:00p Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym
6:00p-8:00p Mexican Folkloric Dance Class PEACE NE Classroom
7:00p-8:00p Cub Scouts Scout Room
FRIz2/4 10:00a-12:00p | Mahjong Ladies Room 111
SUN2z/06 8:30a-9:15a Taize-Style Worship Service Sanctuary
9:15a-10:15a Sunday School
0:15a-10:15a Forum Zoom
10:00a-10:30a | HAW Store Open Marthex/Memorial Room
10:30a-11:30a | Traditional Worship Service Sanctuary/Facebook/Radio

11:30a-12:00p

HAW Store Open

Narthex/Memorial Room

4:00p-5:30p

HCMA Board Meeting

Fellowship Hall
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THE FEBRUARY PROGRAM WILL

ALL PRESBYTERIAN
WOMEN ARE INVITED

TO
BE "ANGEL GOWNS"

PRESENTED BY
SUSAN KLOKE

WEDNESDAY, FEB. 2
1:00PM-2:00PM




First Presbyterian Church
621 N. Lincoln Ave.
Hastings, NE 68901

402-462-5147
fpc@fpchastings.org

Return Service Requested

Mail To:

SUNDAY, JANUARY 30 AT 11:30AM, FPC SANCTUARY

Annual Congregational
Meeting

ANYONE CAN ATTEND, ALL MEMBERS CAN VOTE




