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Dear First Presbyterian Church Family:

Our youth did an outstanding job leading worship on Sunday. Their reflection on the story in 
Luke chapter 5 of Jesus telling Simon Peter to put his boat out in deep water and cast his nets, 
and their call to “trust the boat” was both a faithful proclamation of the gospel, and a good 
challenge for all of us to learn to trust God in our daily lives. If you were not able to attend or 
just want to experience the worship service again, it is available at this link: 
https://fb.watch/b18VMHRsO2/

I want to reflect a little more on the story with you this week. I invite you to put yourself into the 
shoes, or sandals, of the fishermen we read about in Luke 5. They’ve been out all night fishing, 
and haven’t caught a thing. This is not fishing for fun or recreation, this is their livelihood. So 
they come back to shore pretty disappointed. Maybe they’ve had a few days where the fishing 
hasn’t been great. Now they are starting to get worried, wondering how they are going to feed 
their families with no fish to eat or sell.

They pull their boats up to shore, look around, and see this large crowd following this man. The 
man walks up to them and has the audacity to climb in one of their boats and asks them to push 
the boat out a little way from the shore. This man, Jesus, sits in the boat and starts teaching 
this crowd that showed up. You start listening to what he is saying as he teaches the crowd 
and you realize there is probably something special about him. He gets done teaching, looks at
you, and says, “Now put your boat out in the deep water, and let down your nets for a catch.” 
Your initial reaction is hesitation. "We have worked all night long but have caught nothing.” 
But then you start thinking about what he was teaching about, how you started to realize that 
there was something special about this guy, so you follow up with, “If you say so, I will let 
down the nets."

Of course, we know the rest of this story. You catch so many fish that it fills two boats to 
overflowing. And then Jesus says to you: “From now on you will be catching people.”

Can you think of times in your life when God was prompting you to do something difficult? Has 
there been a time in your life where you had to take a risk, to put your boat out into the deep 
water? Deep water is scary, both literally and metaphorically. When have you felt God 
prompting you to do something that is scary? 

Friends, this story is here in the bible to teach us. I’m not aware of anyone in our congregation 
who makes a living as a commercial fisherman, and yet we encounter this story and know that it 
has significance for us today.
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I hope that you can see the call for all of Jesus’ followers in this passage to trust God. 
And to take risks on behalf of our faith, to put out our boats in the deep water and to cast 
our nets, even when we are tired, or frustrated. I hope that this story reminds us of our 
dependence on God, our call to trust God, and our call to cast our nets, so that through 
our life, our example, and our service, we too can become fishers of people. 

Have a blessed week, and don’t be afraid to put your boat out in deep water, cast your 
nets, and become fishers of people. 

Your Servant in Christ,
Pastor Greg

Welcoming all; Living the love of God 
and neighbor; Seeking to transform 
ourselves, our community, and our 

world to be more Christ-like through 
service, worship, prayer, education 

and fellowship. 
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World Day of Prayer
Friday, March 4
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       Forums are held 9:15am-10:15am 
on specified Sundays.

      Held in the Lydia Room or via 
Zoom.

       Church office can provide Zoom 
link.  
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Entering the Passion of Jesus
book available now in the

church office





Registration Packets for the PW Synod Gathering are available in the 
church office or by contacting Sue Medsker.  Please come check out all 

the great opportunities being offered this year!



A meal train has been set up for the Jake and Kelsey.  
To sign up, go to https://mealtrain.com/6dmlvq

Congratulations to the HPMS 
Team Black for their 1st PLACE 
finish in the ESU9 Quiz Bowl:

 
Esther Allen-Pickett

Caleb Schukei
Kayden Bartunek
Vivienne Turner
Anakin Jarzynka
Harrison Welsch

Liberty Kimminau
 
 
 
 

We can't help but notice that 4/7 of the team members are 
FPC members as well!  
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First Presbyterian Church
621 N. Lincoln Ave. 
Hastings, NE 68901

402-462-5147
fpc@fpchastings.org
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