
 
First Presbyterian Church of Hastings 

Easter Sunday - April 17, 2022 
 

PRELUDE “My Spirit Be Joyful” J.S. Bach/arr. Harry Herforth 
 The Cathedral Brass Quintet 
 

WELCOME  Greg Allen-Pickett 
 

INTROIT “Easter Introit/Jesus Christ is Risen Today” 232 
The Cathedral Brass; and Chancel, Westminster, and Calvin Choirs, director Robin R. Koozer 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP  Damen Jensen-Heitmann 
Today we come to the tomb, 
And discover that the stone has been rolled away! 
The tomb is empty, Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
We don’t find Christ in the empty tomb; Christ is here among us, 
Wherever two or more are gathered in his name. 
In every act of compassion and love we show to the world, 
Christ is present, resurrected and alive in us and in these acts of 
compassion and love! Come, let us worship our risen Christ! 

 

CALL TO CONFESSION 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Holy God, sometimes we choose darkness over light.  
Sometimes we choose hatred and anger over love and joy.  
Sometimes we choose to hold grudges rather than grant forgiveness. 
Sometimes we choose to look away rather than respond to suffering 
around us. 
Open us to your love, to your acceptance, to your forgiveness, to 
your peace; open us to one another and to the possibilities you have 
in store for us. Give us hope for the future and a passion for life here 
and now. 
We pray in the name of the One who destroyed death, Jesus Christ, 
our Savior. 



 
SILENT CONFESSION 
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
Come into the light of God’s love!  
Christ is risen! Death has been swallowed up in victory!  
Know beyond all doubt that God’s love is always with you, surrounding you, 
leading you, comforting you. In the name of the risen Christ, we are forgiven and 
loved!  
Alleluia! Amen! 

 

*RESPONSE OF PRAISE “Glory to God” 582 
 

*PEACE OF CHRIST   
The congregation is invited to exchange signs of peace with one another using these traditional 

words that have been spoken by Easter Christians throughout the centuries: 

Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen, indeed!  

(Greet others around you this morning with these words.) 
 

SHARING THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH   
(Please pass the Friendship Pads and sign in to let us know you were here this morning. If you are a 

guest, please leave your email address and/or phone number.) 
 

TIME WITH CHILDREN  Rose Koepp 
 (While the children come down, the congregation will sing “This Little Light of Mine.”) 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

As your Word is read and proclaimed, O God, help us to listen with 
open ears, think with open minds, and trust with open hearts. May we 
be open to receive and share the life-giving love found in your Word. 
Amen. 

 

1st SCRIPTURE READING – Luke 24:1-10 
  

HANDBELL ANTHEM “Christ Arose!” arr. Cynthia Dobrinski
 Chancel Handbell Choir, director Byron Jensen 
 

2nd SCRIPTURE READING – 1 Corinthians 15:1-4, 54-58 
 
MESSAGE “Victory!” Greg Allen-Pickett 
 

CHORAL ANTHEM “Crown Him” Dan Forrest 
 

OFFERING 
(The Special Offering this morning goes to the One Great Hour of Sharing to fund projects in the United 
States and around the world to support disaster relief and address root causes of hunger and poverty. 
If you wish to contribute to this, put your offering in the Special Offering envelopes found in the pews.) 
 

 
OFFERTORY  "Exaltation” Brian Balmages 
 Cathedral Brass 
 



*DOXOLOGY “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 609 
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
Holy God, you shower us with gifts so abundant, we cannot measure 
them all. You give us life itself and embrace us with your love. Then 
you invite us to share your love with others. Bless these gifts that they 
may be used to show your love to those in need. In your generous 
name, we pray. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

*HYMN “Thine Is the Glory” 238 
(During this hymn, if you would like to join the choir in singing “Hallelujah Chorus” from Handel’s 

Messiah, you are invited to come forward to the choir loft.) 
 

*CHARGE AND BLESSING 
 

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE       “Hallelujah Chorus"  from G.F. Handel’s Messiah 
The Calvin, Westminster and Chancel Choir and Members of the Congregation, director Linda 

Johnson 
 

*POSTLUDE “Toccata” Widor 
 Linda Vollweiler, organ 
 
 

(*Indicates the congregation shall stand as they are able.) 
 
 
 
 
 

Special thanks to the Cathedral Brass Quintet for their worship leadership this morning: 
Dr. Louie Eckhardt, trumpet │Erin Beave, trumpet │Amy Schneider, horn 

Nathan LeFeber, trombone │ Dan Sodomka, tuba 
 

COME JOIN US FOR WORSHIP NEXT WEEK &  
INVITE YOUR NEIGHBORS, FAMILY, AND FRIENDS! 

 

8:30 – Contemplative Taizé-Style Service 
9:15 – Sunday School for all ages 

10:30 – Traditional Service 
 

 

 



    

  

 

 VBS Pre-Registration is now available online! Scan this QR code with your 
phone camera or visit the church website to register online.  Paper forms are available in 

the church office.  Contact Rose if you have any questions: rose@fpchastings.org   

      

mailto:rose@fpchastings.org


 

  

            

            

The church will be closed Monday, April 18th in 

observance of Easter.       



 

 

 



 

    

  

    
         

 



      

 

 

           



A note of welcome and an invitation from Pastor Greg and the First Presbyterian Church 

Family: 

We are so happy that you are here worshiping with us on Easter! Thank you for being here to share 

in this joyful celebration! We hope that you are inspired by this worship service and that it equips 

you to go out and share the love of the risen Christ in your family, your community, and the world! 

We are a community that is deeply committed to sharing the love of Christ in Hastings and beyond, 

and we do that most effectively by seeking to serve those who are in need, both spiritually and 

physically. 

Our church is actively engaged in local ministry and mission including the United Harvest Mobile 

Food Pantry, Open Table, and support of many local organizations including Habitat for Humanity, 

Encourage Advocacy Center, Revive Ministries, Crossroads Rescue Mission, and more. Every 

summer we offer a Vacation Bible School for the whole community. All of these activities and 

ministries provide volunteer opportunities for you to share the love of Christ and see where God 

is at work in Hastings! 

We also participate in national and global mission through mission trips every year. These trips 

provide more opportunities for you to share the love of Christ and learn where God is at work 

around the world! 

Our church seeks to engage our hearts and our minds, so we offer amazing learning opportunities. 

Come to Sunday School for all ages at 9:15am to hear engaging speakers and dig into the Bible to 

learn about what it means to you. During the school year, come to our “Wednesday Night Live” 

program for 5-12 year olds from 4-6:45pm for bible study, rec time, music and dinner. We also have 

an active youth group for 6th-12th graders from 6:45-7:30 every Wednesday night. 

Do you like to make music? Come join our Chancel Choir, play in the handbell choir, or bring your 

kids to our children and youth choirs or handbell groups who all practice on Wednesday evenings.  

Join us for Sunday morning worship at 8:30 for a contemplative “Taize-style” worship. Or join us 

at 10:30 for a traditional worship experience with our glorious Chancel Choir, organ music, and 

engaging bible-based preaching. 

At First Presbyterian Church of Hastings, we are a community of hope where you will always hear 

a message of hope proclaimed. Come engage your hearts, hands, and minds and help us share the 

love of Christ in Hastings and beyond. Reach out to any of our staff or volunteers to ask about how 

to get involved, or you can email Pastor Greg at greg@fpchastings.org  

 

In Christ, 
First Presbyterian Church of Hastings Mission Statement 

 

Welcoming all; 
Living the love of God and neighbor; 

Seeking to transform ourselves, our community, and our world to be more 
Christ-like through service, worship, prayer, education, and fellowship. 

mailto:greg@fpchastings.org

