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On Sunday, April 3, I preached a sermon on perseverance in the context of our faith as part of our Lenten
sermon series entitled “Character and Calling.” I used Paul’s words in Philippians 3 where he encourages
the church to press on to make our faith our own because Jesus Christ has claimed us and made us his
own. Then he writes: “Forget what lies behind and strain forward to what lies ahead, we press on toward
the goal of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.” I reflected on Paul’s own journey and his
perseverance through adversity. Then I closed my sermon reflecting on another faithful Christian who
teaches us to how persevere through adversity, Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

April 3 was the 54th anniversary of Dr. King’s famous “I have been to the mountaintop” sermon, and April 4
is the anniversary of his assassination in 1968. King persevered through many challenges to press on for
the goal of equality and civil rights for all. It was his faith that drove him to fight for equality and civil rights,
and it was his faith that that gave him the strength and courage to persevere. 

In honor of Dr. King’s life and legacy, I want to share some of his thoughts:

"Make a career of humanity. Commit yourself to the noble struggle for equal rights. You will make a better
person of yourself, a greater nation of your country, and a finer world to live in."
Spoken at the March for Integrated Schools, April 18, 1959.

"Darkness cannot drive out darkness, only light can do that. Hate cannot drive out hate, only love can do
that." Written in his book: Strength to Love, 1963.

"The ultimate measure of a man is not where he stands in moments of comfort and convenience, but
where he stands at times of challenge and controversy." Written in his book: Strength to Love, 1963.
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Life’s most persistent and urgent question is: What are you doing for others?” Written in his book:
Strength to Love, 1963.

"Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere. We are caught in an inescapable network of
mutuality, tied in a single garment of destiny. Whatever affects one directly, affects all indirectly."
Written in the Letter from Birmingham, Alabama jail, April 16, 1963.

"If we are to have peace on earth, our loyalties must become ecumenical rather than sectional. Our
loyalties must transcend our race, our tribe, our class, and our nation; and this means we must develop a
world perspective." Spoken in his Christmas sermon, Atlanta, Georgia, 1967.

"We shall overcome because the arc of the moral universe is long, but it bends toward justice." Spoken at
the Washington National Cathedral, March 31, 1968.

“Let us develop a kind of dangerous unselfishness…The question is not, "If I stop to help these people in
need, what will happen to me?" The question is, "If I do not stop to help these people in need, what will
happen to them?" That's the question.” Spoken in the “I have been to the mountaintop” sermon, April 3,
1968.

My hope and prayer for our family of faith is that the example of love and perseverance that is exemplified
in the life and words of Martin Luther King Jr. can inspire all of us to grow and persevere in our own faith.
Let us press on to share the love and light of Christ in the world. 

Your Servant in Christ,

Pastor Greg
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