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Dear First Presbyterian Church Family:

First Presbyterian Church of Hastings hosted the Hastings College Baccalaureate service on
Friday, May 13 in our sanctuary. This is the worship service that is held at the beginning of the
graduation weekend festivities. I was asked to preach at the service and I invited Dr. Byron
Jensen to offer the “Prayers of the People.” As most of you know, Byron is the handbell choir
director here at First Presbyterian Church and he is also a professor of music at Hastings
College. He retired at the end of this academic year and was honored by the college with an
Honorary Doctorate degree. Here at First Presbyterian Church, we are incredibly proud of Byron!
We are profoundly grateful for his service to Hastings College and the church. If you see Byron,
please congratulate him on his retirement, his Honorary Doctorate, and thank him for his years
of faithful service.

Byron wrote the prayer below for the baccalaureate service. It is beautiful and thoughtful, so I
wanted to share it with our First Presbyterian Church family. May you be as blessed by this
prayer as the students and their families were at the worship service:



Our most heavenly and gracious Lord; we are here tonight to
celebrate this graduating class, to give thanks to an honored faculty,
and to recognize the untiring effort of staff whose work behind-the-
scenes often goes unnoticed. We are gathered in the Church that has
guided the history, rigor, expectation, and has been the spiritual soul
of Hastings College since it was formed in 1882. Even now, nearly a
quarter into the 21st century, we remain connected to our nineteenth
century brethren who envisioned a college in south central Nebraska,
where education and perseverance could make a positive impact on the
world. As the Hastings College Alma Mater chimes: “Dear Friends,
again we sing, in voices loud and strong”: let us lift our voices in
celebrating the accomplishments of these graduates, and send them
forward with our prayers to continually make this a better world
whether in their own neighborhood and community, or more globally
reaching beyond borders and politics.

Dear Lord, we know that we face uncertainty in today’s world. Let
these graduates face that uncertainty with a desire to help those who
are less fortunate. We know that instability is as quick as the next
news feed on our phones. Let these graduates overcome that instability
with creative thinking, compassion, and energy to see their good deeds
completed. And we know Lord, that sometimes asking difficult
questions invites angst and impedes progress. Please provide these
graduates the courage to ask difficult questions, and to engage in
civilized discourse so that all may feel progress towards a better
society, and ultimately, to experience Your peace that passes all
understanding. Amen.



June 5 service will be held at Brickyard Park, 
no service in the Sanctuary that day, 

HAW Store will not be open.  



ALL WELCOME
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