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Dear First Presbyterian Church Family:

I have been thinking a lot about grief over the last

few months. Many of you know that we held a

memorial service for my Dad on July 3rd in Arizona.

My Dad passed away in October of 2020, but we had

to delay his service due to COVID precautions and

we finally were able to hold it this summer. We held

his service outdoors in Flagstaff at the base of the

San Francisco Peaks that my Dad so dearly loved. 




It was a glorious celebration of his life and a chance to express the hope we have as resurrection people.

Here’s a photo of my family at the service that includes my Mom, my sister and husband and my three

nephews. We all wore bright colors to celebrate my Dad’s life!

I want to thank the church for your support of me and my family over the last 20 months, and

particularly this month as I travelled to Arizona for the service. I was grateful for the prayer of blessing

and traveling mercies that Pastor Damen and the congregation shared with me on June 26th. We also

received flowers from the church at the service which were very meaningful for me, Jessica, Esther, and

my mom. Thank you for giving me the time off to be part of my Dad’s service, and for accompanying me

and my family in our grief since my dad’s death.

I am profoundly grateful to be part of this church family, and I am grateful for all the care and support

you have shown me and one another over the last two years as all of us have experienced disrupted grief

in one way or another. Continue to be tender to one another and yourselves as we wrestle with our grief.

May you find hope in our shared faith and may you find comfort in one another.

Your Servant in Christ,

Pastor Greg
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REMINDER
We have a medical supply cabinet at the church which


contains items that can be borrowed such as canes,

crutches, walkers, shower stools, toilet seat risers and 


even a "cold rush" machine for ice recovery after a 

surgery.  Check us out before you go spend money of


your own.  If you have something you'd like to

contribute, just let us know! 




There has been a great

response to our Relay for Life

fundraiser for the American


Cancer Society.   The

collection of luminary bags,


that keeps getting larger and

larger each week, really hits


home as to how many people

in our church have been


touched by cancer in their

lives somehow.  Let us take

time to honor, celebrate,


remember, and pray.  Each

bag has been specially


decorated to represent the

person it stands for and all


will be on display in the

church on Sunday, July 17.  


Bags are still available

throughout the week in the


church office. 
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GO AND GO AND SERVESERVE

Thank you to those who are going to Camp Courageous next week to continue our

tradition of Go and Serve.  We know that you are going to make a difference in the


lives of many, including yourselves.  God Bless you. 



Open Table
Sack Lunch Program

                 One sack lunch, per person, per day, no questions asked.
Join our congregation in fellowship and service as we celebrate nineteen years of support for the Open Table

Sack Lunch Program. For those of you that are new to our church or community, the Open Table Sack Lunch
Program is a community wide program providing free daily sack lunches Monday through Friday from 1:00 to


5:00 pm.  Beginning Sunday, July 10th, we will be assembling 1,250  lunches a week during the last four

Sundays of July in Fellowship Hall immediately following the Sunday worship services.  This tradition in our


church has been a blessing for the people receiving the lunches, and the people preparing them.   
Volunteer opportunities for 2022 include:

Sundays (Always fun).  
Early Bird Assembly: 

10:15 to 11:15 after early service
Group Assembly:

11:30 to 12:30 after second service
12:15 to 12:45 Transporting sandwiches and sacks to Catholic Social Services on Sunday following assembly.

Weekdays or Saturdays:
Saturday: Picking up loaves of bread from Russ’s IGA and transporting to Fellowship Hall (Volunteers call or


text Meg, 402- 902-9330)
Saturday: Picking up meat from Custom Pack and putting in refrigerators at church.

(Volunteers call or text Jeni, 402-469-1500)



Numbers of recipients and costs are rising, so donations of cash or food are always welcome and needed.



Prayers!
Thanks for your generous and enthusiastic support of this ongoing mission.

Mission Committee



 July and August

distributions will take place


at the current Hastings

Middle School.  Enter off of

5th and Marian, exit onto


2nd Street.  Volunteers are

always welcome. 

UH UHUHUH UH



THE CHURCH IS NOT A BUILDING, THE CHURCH IS NOT A STEEPLE,
THE CHURCH IS NOT A RESTING PLACE, THE CHURCH IS A PEOPLE.

YUMYUM

YUMYUM
YUMYUM
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