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Dear First Presbyterian Church Family: 
It has been a spectacular start to the school year at First Presbyterian Church! Our Wednesday Night Live programming 
for preschool-5th grade is off to a great start with lots of participation, energy, and attendance.  Sunday School 
attendance is strong and there is a wonderful spirit and so much joy present on Wednesday nights and Sunday 
mornings. We have some great volunteers who are helping to lead these programs and our Director of Christian 
Education, Rose Koepp, just celebrated her one year anniversary working at the church! 
 
Our music programs are back in full swing with our adult Chancel Choir and Chancel Bell Choir rehearsing on Wednesday 
nights and leading us in worship on Sunday mornings.  hǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǘƘ ŎƘƻƛǊ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ŀǊŜ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ŀ ƧƻȅŦǳƭ ƴƻƛǎŜ 
to the Lord too! Our collaboration with Hastings College continues to grow stronger; we have college students singing in 
our choir and of course we had the glorious celebration of Hastings College Sunday on September 25 with The Hastings 
/ƻƭƭŜƎŜ /ƘƻƛǊ ŀƴŘ IŀƴŘōŜƭƭ /ƘƻƛǊΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ǿŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜŘ 5ǊΦ wƻōƛƴ YƻƻȊŜǊΩǎ рлth year of being a part of the 
music program at First Presbyterian Church with a presentation, a new commissioned piece of music, and a reception.  
 
Our mission work continues to shine love and light into our community with Open Table food packing, United Harvest 
Mobile Food Pantry distributions, school supply drives, coat drives, CROP Walk, and much more! As a church we are 
striving to be the hands and feet of Christ to the world, and inviting others to join us in that effort. We are making a 
difference in our local and global community. 
 
Thank you for everything that you have done to contribute to all of these efforts with your time, your talent, your 
prayers, and your financial support. 
 
We have started our stewardship campaign for 2023. This is where we invite all of our church members to estimate a 
pledge for how much they will give to support the church budget in the coming year. This is an important way for us to 
faithfully build the budget. We will be mailing letters and pledge cards home to each household and will also include 
them in the bulletin on Sunday, October 23. Please keep an eye out for the pledge cards, and try to get them back to us 
by Sunday, November 6. 
 
¢ƘŜ ǘƘŜƳŜ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ƛǎ ά{ǘŜǿŀǊŘǎƘƛǇ ŀǎ ŀ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜΦέ ¢ƘŜ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƻ Ǝƛve to the church is central to 
our faith. Different from giving to other non-profits, our giving to the church is a spiritual discipline that is an integral 
part of our identity as Christians, and part of the practice of our faith.  
 
Pastor Damen and I will be preaching a sermon series on sustaining spiritual practices this month. We invite you to join 
us for that series, and join us in thinking about how pledging and giving to the church is a vital part of your faith journey. 
We hope when you receive your pledge card, you and your family will prayerfully discern how much you will give to the 
vital work that God is doing through First Presbyterian Church of Hastings in 2023.  
Thank you for your continued support of our beloved church. 
 
Your Servant in Christ, 
Pastor Greg 

http://www.fpchastings.org/


 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FLOWER & RADIO MEMORIALS ς There are openings throughout the year for both flower and 
radio memorials. Please contact Melissa in the office or Mary Olsen (402-462-2811 
molsen@charter.net). Donations are greatly appreciated. 

mailto:molsen@charter.net
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