
 

A heart and a church full of JOY! 
 
Dear First Presbyterian Church Family: 
 
I am sitting at my desk on Monday morning, still basking in the joy of our worship service on 
Sunday. The Advent theme for this week was JOY and there was plenty of joy to go around on 
Sunday to last us until Christmas and beyond. The service began with the lighting of our Advent 
wreath by beloved members of our church, Don and Marie Rasmussen, joined by their 
grandchildren and great grandchildren. Marie led us in a prayer that included these words:  
Joy is the space between your breath and your laughter.   
Joy is a hand wrapped around yours.  
Joy is that first day of a new season.  
Joy is dancing in the kitchen and singing in your car.  
Joy is the first cry of a newborn baby.  
Joy is contagious. Joy is a song.  
Joy is the daughter of gratitude. 
Joy is the heart of praise. 
Today, we plant our feet in joy. 
 
Indeed we did plant our feet in joy on Sunday! Our children and youth shared the message of the 
Christmas story and God’s love for us through an incredible program called “Angel’s Aware.” If you 
missed the worship service or want to experience it again, you can watch it at this link: 
https://fb.watch/hmZeIVARXi/  
 
I want to thank all of the children and youth for their hard work, it takes a lot of courage to get up 
in front of more than 375 people who attended on Sunday (in-person and on-line). Our children and 
youth taught us about God’s love that came down at Christ’s birth, and gave us lots of reason for 
joy!  
 
I also want to thank Leah Ratzlaff, who led the effort to prepare and present this incredible program 
and was one of the directors. She was joined by Jenni Welsch as a co-director, and they both did an 
amazing job leading rehearsals, wrangling kids, and making the whole experience a JOY for our 
children and youth to participate in. 
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A thank you also goes to some of our newest members, Amanda Boyd and Doodle Harris. Amanda 
was the music director for the program. Amanda and Doodle also adapted the music from a piano 
score to include a live band of 6 people. Doodle, who is the chaplain at Hastings College, recruited 
music students from the college to play in the band. It was a beautiful collaboration between the 
college and the church and the live music added so much to the program this year. Special thanks to 
church members Mary Plock and Kirsten Eckhardt who filled out the band too! 
 
There are lots of other people who contributed to this program, and I am so grateful for each of 
their contributions.  
 
I hope and pray that your hearts are full of joy during this season of Advent, and that your 
membership and active participation at First Presbyterian Church brings you hope, peace, joy, and 
love. May this season of anticipation prepare our hearts and minds to celebrate the birth of Christ 
2000 years ago even as we await his triumphant return.  
 
Your Servant in Christ, 
 
Pastor Greg 
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Sunday 12/11 9:15am-10:15am Confirmation/Sunday School  Various 
 10am-10:30am HAW Store open Narthex 
 10:30am Children’s Christmas Pageant Sanctuary/Radio/Facebook 
 11:30am-12pm HAW Store open Narthex 
 5-7pm Sr. High youth group at 

Damen’s   NO JR. HIGH 
Pastor Damen and Hannah’s 
home 

Monday 12/12 1-3pm 1st Pres Open Pickleball PEACE Gym 
 6-8pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE NE Classroom 
 7-9pm Chorus of the Plains Rehearsal Choir Room 
Tuesday 12/13 10am-11am Staff Meeting In-person 
 12pm Bible Study Anderson Room 
 4pm Global Mission Committee Confirmation Room/Zoom 
 5:45pm Trustees Meet Anderson Room 
Wednesday 12/14 11:55am Noonday Book Club Sbbrooks52@gmail.com 
 5-6:45pm Prek-5th grade WNL various 

 6:30pm-9pm Woodcarvers Basement 
Thursday 12/15 5:30pm-7:30pm Session Meets Anderson Room 
 6-8pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE NE Classroom 
 7-8pm Cub Scouts Scout Room 
Friday 12/16 10am-12pm Mahjong Ladies Room 111 
Saturday 12/17  United Harvest  
Sunday 12/18 8:30-9:15am Taizé Service  Chapel 
 9:15-10:15am Confirmation/Sunday School  Various 
 10-10:30am HAW Store Open Narthex 
 10:30am Traditional Worship Service Sanctuary/Facebook/Radio 
 11:30am-12pm HAW Store Open Narthex 
 5-7pm Jr. High youth group Party    NO 

SR HIGH 
Fellowship Hall 

Monday 12/19 1-3pm 1st Pres Pickleball  PEACE Gym 
 6-8pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE NE Classroom 
 7-9pm Chorus of the Plains Rehearsal Choir Room 
Tuesday 12/20 10-11am Staff Meeting In-person 
 12pm Bible Study Anderson Room 
 6:45pm Deacons Meeting Anderson Room 
Wednesday 12/21 9:30-10:30am PW Circles 1 & 2  College View 
 12pm-6pm Red Cross Bloodmobile Fellowship Hall 
 12-2:30pm PW Circle 3 Library 
 11:55am Noonday Book Club Sbbrooks52@gmail.com 
 7-8pm Blue Christmas Service Sanctuary 
Thursday 12/22 6-8pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE NE Classroom 
 7-8pm Cub Scouts Scout Room 
Friday 12/23 10am-12pm Mahjong Ladies Room 111 
Saturday 12/24 2pm Christmas Eve Service College View 
 5:30pm Christmas Eve Service Sanctuary 
 7:30pm Christmas Eve Service Sanctuary 
 11pm Christmas Eve Service Chapel 
Sunday 12/25 10:30am Christmas Morning 

service/brunch 
Fellowship Hall 
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