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Dear First Presbyterian Church Family: 
 
We observed Ash Wednesday last week with a moving service of music, prayer, and the imposition of 
ashes. Thank you to all who came and participated in the service, with special thanks to our Chancel 
Choir, our Chancel Handbell Choir, and our organist Linda Vollweiler, whose musical contributions 
added so much depth and meaning to the service. 
 
The observance of Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of the Season of Lent, the six weeks leading 
up to Holy Week and Easter. It mirrors the 40 days that Christ spent in the wilderness, facing 
temptation and trial. We are invited to spend these weeks in reflection and repentance, recognizing 
our need for Christ and his the saving work that he accomplished. As we journey with Christ to the 
cross during this season, we are called to redirect our thoughts and energy into our faith, and think 
about what we believe and how we embody our beliefs in the world. 
 
At First Presbyterian Church of Hastings, we will be spending the next six weeks doing that by 
focusing on the creeds and confessions that help us understand and live out our faith. You are all 
invited to dig into these important statements and affirmations of faith, and we will be providing 
multiple opportunities each week to do that.  
 
Every Sunday, your pastors will be preaching sermons based on one of the creeds or confessions. Our 
scholar in residence, Dr. Dan Deffenbaugh, will also teach an adult education forum each week on the 
same topics. Following worship we will share a devotion each week that allows our members to reflect 
on the creed or confession throughout the week with accompanying scriptures and prayers. We will 
distribute paper copies of the devotion on Sunday as you are leaving worship and will also email them 
out on Mondays, along with a link to the Adult Education Forum.  
 
My hope and prayer is that this in-depth study of our creeds and confessions during the Season of 
Lent can help us grow more deeply in our faith and provide us an opportunity to reflect on what it is 
that we believe, and how we go about living out our faith in the world. Below you will find the list of 
the creeds and confessions we will be studying. We hope you will join us together on this Lenten 
Journey! 
 
Your Servant in Christ, 
Pastor Greg 
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March Ushers (Team #1) Captain – Chuck Hastings, LaVern Franzen, 
Elaine Specht 

March Greeters: 
 

MARCH MEMORIAL ROOM MEMORIAL ROOM NARTHEX 

5 Gayle Fandry May Wierenga Katherine Davis 

12 Mary Kay LaMaster Jean Barber Melissa Davis  

19 Sally Smith Mary Fisk Cathy & John Pershing 

26 Laurie & Brian Johnson   Stephanie Bliss 

Langenberg Lesson Applications for Spring 2023 are now available. 
Parent(s) of students in grades 1-12 may apply for up to $250 per semester to offset the cost of private 
music instruction.  Applicable areas of study include piano, voice, guitar, or any band/orchestral 
instrument. Grants are limited to one per child. Parent(s) must be members of First Presbyterian 
Church and students must be active participants in the church choir/music program. Although grants 
are renewable, parents MUST RE-APPLY EACH SEMESTER. 
Applications are available in the church office or on the church website and are DUE APRIL 1, 2023 



EASTER LILIES 2023 

Easter Lilies are $12 each. Monies raised above the cost will be donated 
to “A Joyful Noise”. 

Lily in memory of: __________________________________________ 

Lily in honor of:_____________________________________________ 

Given by:________________________________________________________________ 

    

I will take my Lily home after the Easter Sunday services:   ☐ Yes         ☐ No 

I will leave my Lily at the church:                                               ☐ Yes         ☐ No 



 



 

Sunday 2/26 8:30am-9:15am Taizé Service Chapel 
 9:15am-10:15am Confirmation/Sunday School Various 

 10am-10:30am HAW Store Open Narthex 

 10:30am Traditional Worship Service Sanctuary/Facebook/Radio 

 11:30am-12pm HAW Store open Narthex 

 5-7pm Jr. High/Sr. High Youth Group Various 

Monday 2/27 1-3pm FPC Pickleball PEACE Gym 

 6-8pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE NE Classroom 

 7-9pm Chorus of the Plains Rehearsal Choir Room 

Tuesday 2/28 11:45am-1:15pm Habitat for Humanity Parlor 

 12pm Noon Bible Study Anderson/ZOOM 

 7-8PM CCC Dog Obedience PEACE NE Classroom 

Wednesday 3/1 11-11:45am PW Coord Team Library 

 11:45am-1:30pm PW Program and Luncheon Fellowship Hall 
 11:55am Noonday Book Club Sbbrooks52@gmail.com 

 5-6:45pm PreK-5th grade WNL various 

 6:30pm-9pm Woodcarvers basement 
 6:45pm-7:30pm Chancel Choir Choir Room 

 7:30pm-8:15pm Chancel Bells Bell Room 

Thursday 3/2 12:30pm-1:30pm Dulcimer Lydia Room 

 5:30pm-6:30pm Youth Christian Education 
Meeting 

Parlor 

 6-8pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE NE Classroom 

 7-8pm Cub Scouts Scout Room 

Friday 3/3 10am-12pm Mahjong  Room 111 

Sunday 3/5 8:30am-9:15am Taizé Service Chapel 
 9:15am-10:15am Confirmation/Sunday School 

Hour 
Various 

 10am-10:30am HAW Store Open Narthex 

 10:30am Traditional Worship Service Sanctuary/Facebook/Radio 

 11:30am-12pm HAW Store Open Narthex 

 5-7pm Jr. High/Sr. High Youth Group Various 

Monday 3/6 1-3pm FPC Pickleball PEACE Gym 

 6-8pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE NE Classroom 

 7-9pm Chorus of the Plains Rehearsal Choir Room 

Tuesday 3/7 10-11am Staff Meeting In-person 

 12pm Bible Study Anderson Room 

 5:30pm WAM Meeting Anderson/ZOOM 

 5:30pm United Harvest Board Meeting PEACE NW Classroom 

 5:45pm Trustee’s Meeting Confirmation room/ZOOM 

 7-8pm CCC Dog Obedience PEACE NE Classroom 



Wednesday 3/8 11:55am Noonday Book Club Sbbrooks52@gmail.com 
  NO WNL  
 5:30pm-7pm Scholarship Committee Meeting Kessler Room 
 6:30pm Woodcarvers Basement 
 6:45pm Chancel Choir  Choir Room 
 7:30pm Chancel Bells Bell Room 
Thursday 3/9 12:30pm Dulcimer Lydia Room 
 5pm Personnel meeting As needed 
 6-8pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE NE Classroom 
 7-8pm Cub Scouts Scout Room 
Friday 3/10 10am Mahjong Ladies Room 111 
Sunday 3/12 8:30am Taizé Service Chapel 
  NO Confirmation or Sunday 

School 
 

 10am-10:30am HAW Store OPEN Narthex 
 10:30am Traditional Worship Service Sanctuary/Radio/Facebook 
 11:30am HAW Store Open Narthex 
  NO Jr. High/Sr. High Youth 

Group 
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