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(The following newsletter article was written by Pastor Greg and will appear in the newsletters of First 

Presbyterian Church of Hastings and the Portree Parish Church in Scotland that our group visited) 

 

Dear First Presbyterian Church of Hastings Family and Portree Parish Church Family: 

 

A warm and heartfelt greeting in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ! In Galatians Chapter 3, Paul 

writes, “There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female; for 

all of you are one in Christ Jesus.” To Paul’s list, I might add that there is no longer American or Scottish, for 

we are all one in Christ Jesus! 

 

The group of 21 spiritual pilgrims from First Presbyterian Church of Hastings has returned safely to Nebraska, 

but I believe we left part of our hearts in Portree with our sisters and brothers in Christ at the Portree Parish 

Church. We are still basking in the joy that we shared with you on Wednesday, June 21. Thank you for the 

warm welcome that you offered to us at the concert and afterwards as we shared cookies, coffee, tea, and 

fellowship with you. Your gracious hospitality made us feel like we were part of your family of faith, and our 

spiritual pilgrims from Nebraska continue to reflect fondly on the time we spent together, with our only regret 

being that we couldn’t spend more time together and share a Lord’s Day service with you on Sunday.  
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21 Spiritual Pilgrims from Hastings, Nebraska.  

Members and friends of First Presbyterian Church of Hastings. 



During our visit, we shared a symbol of our unity as members of Christ’s church and the partnership between 

our two congregations. We gave the Portree Parish Church an ornament that was made from stained glass from 

our church building in Nebraska. Our church experienced a fire in 1911 and many of the stained glass windows 

were destroyed in the fire. The glass was salvaged and put into storage. In honor of our church’s 150th 

anniversary, we have taken those pieces of salvaged stained glass and made them into ornaments for our church 

members and our ministry partners. We consider the Portree Parish Church one of our ministry partners and we 

were honored to be able to share this special token of our church history with you during our visit and hope that 

it symbolizes our unity in Christ and a partnership that will continue. 

 
We also want to offer special words of gratitude to Rev. Sandor Fazakas. Thank you for your patience as we 

planned our trip, and your flexibility as the schedule changed, and thank you for the warm welcome that you 

and your wife offered to our group.  

 

On Thursday, June 22, Rev. Fazakas took our group to St. Columba’s Island on the Isle of Portree. There he 

explained the history of the ancient burial ground, the arrival of St. Columba to the Isle of Skye, and the site of 

the Cathedral Church of the Bishop of the Isles from 1079-1498. While we were gathered on the island, we 

celebrated Holy Communion together and were reminded of the joy of the heavenly feast and the unity that 

draws us together as brothers and sisters in Christ. Many of the spiritual pilgrims from Nebraska counted our 

time with the Portree Parish Church, and this celebration of Holy Communion on St. Columba’s Island as a 

highlight of our trip to Scotland. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
I hope we will be able to stay in touch and that our churches can grow in partnership and mutual affection for 

each other in the years to come. Hymn number 624 in the Church of Scotland Hymnal and 317 in the 

Presbyterian Church (USA) hymnal reads: 

“In Christ there is no east or west, in him no south or north, 

but one great fellowship of love throughout the whole wide earth.” 

 

Our visit with the Portree Parish Church and Rev Sandor Fazakas proved the truth of those lyrics. May we 

continue to embrace our unity and recognize that we are all indeed one in Christ Jesus.  

 

Your Servant in Christ, 

 
Rev Greg Allen-Pickett 

Senior Pastor 

First Presbyterian Church of Hastings 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

July Ushers & Greeters 
Ushers- (Team #5) Captain – Ken Stein, Matt Fong, Julie Thomsen 

Greeters 

 

 

 

 

 

August Ushers & Greeters 
August (Team #6) Captain – Jim Harrenstein, Chanda Essink, Lynne Friedewald, Chuck 

Shoemaker 

AUGUST MEMORIAL ROOM MEMORIAL ROOM  NARTHEX 

6 Linda & Richard Johnson   Melissa Davis 

13 Jane Foote Julie Thomsen Carolyn & Rich McKenzie 

20 Lori & Ted Schroeder   Todd Pankratz & Jessica Meeske 

27 Mary Kay LaMaster  Jean Barber 

 

JULY MEMORIAL ROOM  NARTHEX 

23 Jan Ham Karen & Roger Doerr 

30 Jill Kramer Melissa Davis 



 

  



  



 



 

  

Tuesday 7/18 10-11am Staff Meeting In-person 
 12pm Bible Study Anderson Room 
 5:45pm-6:45pm 150th Anniversary Committee Anderson Room 
Wednesday 7/19 12-1pm Noonday Book Club Sbbrooks52@gmail.com 
 1:30-3:30pm Quilters PEACE Center Quilting 

Room 
 6:30pm-9pm Woodcarver’s Meet Basement 
Thursday 7/20 12:30pm-1:30pm Dulcimer Lydia Room 
 6-8pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE NE Classroom 
 7-8pm Cub Scouts  Scout Room 
Friday 7/21 10am-12pm Mahjong Ladies Lydia Room 
Sunday 7/23 9am-10am Worship in the Park Alexander Park 
 9:45am-10:30am Open Table Meal Packing Fellowship Hall 
 10am-10:30am HAW Store Open Narthex 
 10:30am Traditional Worship Service Sanctuary 
 11:30am-12:30pm Open Table Meal Packing Fellowship Hall 
 11:30am HAW Store Open Narthex 
 12:15-12:45pm Transport Meals Catholic Social Services 
Monday 7/24 1-3pm 1st Pres Pickleball PEACE Gym 
 1:30-3:30pm Quilters PEACE Quilting Room 
 6-8pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE NE Classroom 
 7-9pm Chorus of the Plains Rehearsal Choir Room 
Tuesday 7/25 10am-11am Staff Meeting In-person 
 11:45am-1:15pm Habitat for Humanity Parlor 
 12pm Bible Study Anderson Room 
Wednesday 7/26 12-1pm Noonday Book Club Sbbrooks52@gmail.com 
 1:30pm Quilters PEACE Quilting Room 
 6:30-9pm Woodcarver’s Meet Basement 
Thursday 7/27 12:30pm Dulcimer Lydia Room 
 6-8pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE NE Classroom 
 7-8pm Cub Scouts Scout Room 
Friday  7/28 10am-12pm Mahjong Ladies  Lydia Room 
Sunday 7/30 9-10am Worship in the Park Alexander Park 
 10am-10:30am HAW Store Open Narthex 
 10:30am Traditional Worship Service Sanctuary 
 11:30am HAW Store Open Narthex 
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First Presbyterian Church 

621 N. Lincoln Ave. 
Hastings, NE 68901 

402-462-5147 

fpc@fpchastings.org 

Return Service Requested 


