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Reflecting on the sacraments: Outward and visible signs of an inward and spiritual grace! 
 
Dear First Presbyterian Church Family: 
 

Sunday, November 5, was a very special day in the life of our church. We concluded our Capital 
Campaign by collecting the pledge cards and saying a prayer of dedication and blessing over them. We 
will tally those pledge cards and announce the total on Sunday, November 19, so stay tuned! 
And if you didn’t get your pledge card in, we are still taking them. You can bring them to the church 
office or pledge online at this link: https://bit.ly/FPCHCapitalCampaign  
 

In addition to the dedication of our pledges, 
we celebrated both of our sacraments on 
Sunday: Baptism and Communion. The 
sacraments provide a picture of God’s 
promises to us. Fourth-century theologian St. 
Augustine called them “outward and 
visible signs of an inward and spiritual 
grace.”  
 

Following his lead, 16th-century reformer 
John Calvin said sacraments are “visible 
words” that help strengthen faith and nurture 
discipleship. While the written words of 
Scripture teach us about God’s redemptive 
work in Jesus Christ, the sacraments express 
God’s grace in tangible ways. Presbyterians 
recognize two sacraments — baptism and the Lord’s Supper — because they are rooted in the Gospel 
accounts of Jesus’ life, and provide a form of proclamation of the good news. 

 
I delight in the celebration of the sacraments at our church. Here are three reasons that the 

sacraments are so significant in our life of faith: 
1. Sacraments are grounded in Scripture 

Both baptism and the Lord’s Supper draw on multiple New Testament images. Jesus’ baptism is 
part of a call to renew the covenant between God and Israel. Jesus is declared as God’s beloved son, 
and that identity as children of God is extended to all of us through the sacrament of baptism. 
Similarly, the Lord’s Supper draws from meal images in multiple biblical passages. As part of his 
public ministry Jesus ate with disciples, sinners and outcasts — a significant broadening of customary 
table practices that can inform our own communion celebrations. 

2. Sacraments define the church 
Sacraments are one of the identifying marks of the church. Calvin linked the sacraments to the life 

of the congregation, replacing private baptisms with community baptismal celebrations that included 
congregational vows. Likewise, he urged frequent gatherings of the faith community around the table 
to celebrate the Lord’s Supper. 
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3.   Sacraments connect us to Christ 

The role and purpose of the sacraments are grounded in a firm belief that the sacraments connect 
us to Christ through the presence of the Holy Spirit. With the Spirit’s blessing, in the baptism waters, 
we gain a new identity as followers of Jesus Christ. As Jesus was declared God’s beloved Son at his 
baptism, so too at our baptism we are declared to be God’s beloved children. At the communion table 
the Spirit’s presence in the gifts of bread and cup and in our lives brings about a community that 
follows in the way of Jesus Christ.  

 
Baptism and communion are connected practices, not independent acts. Baptism begins a lifelong 

journey of discipleship, and communion sustains us on that journey. That is one of the many reasons 
we were so blessed to celebrate both of our sacraments on Sunday. 

 
The grace that is present in the sacraments leads us to a life of gratitude. I am thankful for our 

incredible church family and the generosity you share. Have a blessed week and I hope to see you 
soon! 
 
Your Servant in Christ 

 
 
 
 

Pastor Greg 
 

 

 

 

 

   



 

 

 

November Communion Offering 

HPS Foundation Elementary Playgrounds 

 

               November Greeters                                  November Ushers  
Team # 3 – Captain- Dave Fisher 

Andrew Barrows 

Phil Odom 

Doug Soderquist 
 

  

NOVEMBER MEMORIAL ROOM NARTHEX 

12 Connie & LaVern Franzen Melissa Davis 

19 Melissa Davis Sue Medsker 

26 Jane & Chuck Bauer Erica & Brent Brooks 



 

 

 

 

 



 

Tuesday 11/7 10:15am NO Staff Meeting  
 12pm NO Tuesday Noon Bible Study  
 5:30pm WAM Meeting Anderson Room 
 5:30pm United Harvest Board Meeting PEACE NW Classroom 
 7pm-8pm CCC Dog Obedience PEACE NE Classroom 
Wednesday 11/8 12pm Noonday Book Club Sbbrooks52@gmail.com for 

link 
 1:30pm Quilters PEACE Quilting Room 
 5-7:15pm PreK-12th Grade WNL Various 
 6:30pm Woodcarvers Basement 
 6:45pm Chancel Choir Choir Room 
 7:30pm Chancel Bells Bell Room 
Thursday 11/9 12:30pm Dulcimer Lydia Room 
 5pm Personnel Committee As needed 
 6-8pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE NE Classroom 
 7-8pm Cub Scouts  Scout Room 
Friday 11/10 10am-12pm Mahjong Ladies Basement Youth Room 
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Sunday 11/12  All Saints Day  
 8:30am Contemplative Worship Service Chapel 
 9:15am-10:15am Sunday School for all ages Various 
 10am-10:30am HAW Store Open Narthex 
 10:30am Traditional Worship Service Sanctuary, Facebook, Radio 
 11:30am HAW Store Open Narthex 
 12pm-6pm Hearts and Hands Food Packing 

Event 
PEACE Center 

Monday 11/13 1-3pm 1st Pres Pickleball PEACE Gym 
 1:30pm-3:30pm Quilters PEACE Quilting Room 
 5:30pm Global Mission Committee PEACE NW Classroom 
 6-8pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE NE Classroom 
 7-9pm Chorus of the Plains Rehearsal Choir Room 
Tuesday 11/14 10:15am Staff Meeting In-person 
 12pm Bible Study Anderson Room 
 5:30pm Congregational Life Meeting Anderson Room 
 5:30pm Trustees Meet Confirmation Room 
 6:45pm Deacons Meet Anderson Room 
 7-8pm CCC Dog Obedience PEACE NE Classroom 
Wednesday 
11/15 

9:30am PW Circles 1 & 2 Parlor 

 12pm Noonday Book Club Sbbrooks52@gmail.com for 
link 

 1:15pm PW Circle 3 Library 
 1:30pm Quilters PEACE Quilting Room 
 5-7:15pm PreK-12th Grade WNL Various 
 6:30pm Woodcarvers Basement 
 6:45pm Chancel Choir Choir Room 
 7:30pm Chancel Bells Bell Room 
Thursday 
11/16 

12:30pm Dulcimer Lydia Room 

 5:30pm Session Meets Anderson Room 
 6pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE NE Classroom 
 7pm Cub Scouts Scout Room 
Friday 11/17 10am-12pm Mahjong Ladies Basement Youth Room 
Saturday 11/18  United Harvest  
 9am Coat Drive Memorial Room 
Sunday 11/19 8:30am Contemplative Worship Service Chapel 
 9:15am-10:15am Sunday School for all ages various 
 10am HAW Store Open Narthex 
 10:3oam Traditional Worship Service Sanctuary, Facebook, Radio 
 11:30am Hanging of the Greens  
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Donations may be dropped off  

                                                       at the Hurley-Mac center on  

          the Hastings College campus. 



 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Presbyterian Church 

621 N. Lincoln Ave. 
Hastings, NE 68901 

402-462-5147 

fpc@fpchastings.org 

Return Service Requested 


