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Dear First Presbyterian Church Family: 
 
As we approach the joyous celebration of Christmas, our hearts are filled with anticipation and 
gratitude for the hope that this season brings. The Advent season has been a time of reflection, 
preparation, and joyful expectation. In the midst of the busy-ness of this season, Advent invites us to 
pause and reflect on the profound significance of Christ's birth. The four candles we light represent 
peace, hope, joy, and love, guiding us through a journey of spiritual preparation. As we prepare to 
light the final two candles on Sunday, let us be reminded of the hope that Christ's coming brings to 
our lives and the world. 
 
Bearers of the Divine 
 
The Choral Cantata, “Bearers of the Divine” that was shared in church on December 10th was an 
incredible way for us to celebrate Advent and reflect on Mary and all the strong women of faith who 
have come before her who gave her inspiration, courage, and hope to take on the task of bearing the 
divine. If you missed the cantata or just want to experience it again, you can stop by the church office 
to pick up a DVD or watch it at this link: https://fb.watch/p0qU-SPUrt/ Don’t forget that we have an 
Advent Devotional Guide that draws on the cantata for inspiration. You can pick up a copy of that in 
the church office or download an electronic copy for free at this link: https://bit.ly/Advent2023FPC  
 
Mary’s Magnificat 
 
Last week in worship, we studied Mary's Magnificat, the song that Mary sings after she has accepted 
her role to bear the divine. We learned that she responded to the news of her divine calling with a 
heart full of joy. Her Magnificat, found in Luke 1:46-55, is a beautiful hymn of praise, proclaiming the 
greatness of God and the fulfillment of God’s promises. Mary's faith serves as an inspiring example for 
us as we navigate the challenges of life, trusting in God's faithfulness. 
 
During this final week of Advent, let us continue to reflect on Mary's song and seek to emulate her 
spirit of joy. As we await the celebration of the Savior's birth, may our hearts echo Mary's words, "My 
soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior." 
 
December 24th: A day celebration and reflection 
 
Our journey through Advent culminates on Sunday, December 24th. We will hold one worship service 
on Sunday morning at 10:30am in the Fellowship Hall that will include brunch! We hope you can join 
us.  
 
In the afternoon and evening we will celebrate our beloved Christmas Eve services. On this special 

night, we will gather as a church family to celebrate the birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ. The 

flickering candles, familiar carols, and the retelling of the timeless nativity story create an atmosphere 

of reverence and joy. 
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This Christmas Eve, join us for one of our memorable services filled with scripture, prayer, and the 
singing of beloved carols. We will hold a service in the lobby of College View at 2pm, a family-oriented 
service in our sanctuary at 5:30pm, a traditional Christmas eve service at 7:30pm and a contemplative 
vespers service at 11pm.  
 
As we embrace the final days of Advent and prepare our hearts for the celebration of Christ's birth, let 
us remember the words of the angel to the shepherds: "Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that 
will cause great joy for all the people!" (Luke 2:10). May this Christmas be a time of great joy, hope, 
and love for each one of us. 
 
Wishing you a blessed and joy-filled Christmas season! 
 
Your Servant in Christ, 
 
Pastor Greg 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



December Greeters 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January Greeters 

 

 

 

 

 

January Ushers (Team #5) 

Captain – Ken Stein 

Matt Fong 

 Julie Thomsen  

 

    

DECEMBER MEMORIAL ROOM  NARTHEX  NARTHEX 

10:30am 24 
Linda & Dave Cooke 

(Fellowship Hall) None needed  None needed  

5:30pm 24 Stephanie Bliss   Melissa Davis   

7:30pm 24 Milrae & Harold Korb  Melissa Davis    

31 Milrae & Harold Korb Cathy & John Pershing   

JANUARY MEMORIAL ROOM NARTHEX 

7 Erica & Brent Brooks Daveta & Dick Brader 

14 Lesa & Steve Cropley Melissa Davis 

21 Karen & Roger Doerr Andrew Barrows 

28 Linda & Richard Johnson Jan Bolliger 



 



  



   

 

 

 

  



 

 

Tuesday 12/19 10:30am Roberta Lloyd Funeral with 
Reception to follow 

Sanctuary (funeral) 
Reception (Fellowship Hall) 

 12-1pm Bible Study (cancelled) Anderson Room 

Wednesday 
12/20 

9:30am PW Circles 1 & 2 Fellowship Hall 

 10am Staff Meeting In-person 

 12-1pm Noonday Book Club Sbbrooks52@gmail.com for 
link 

 12pm PW Circle 3 Fellowship Hall 

 1:30pm Quilters PEACE Quilting Room 

 5-7:15pm PreK-12th Grade WNL various 

 6:30pm Woodcarvers Basement 

 6:45pm Chancel Choir Choir Room 

Thursday 12/21 12:30pm Dulcimer Lydia Room 

 5:30pm Session Meets  Anderson Room 

 6-8pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE NE Classroom 

 7-8pm Cub Scouts  Scout Room 

Friday 12/22 10am Mahjong Basement Youth Room 
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Sunday 12/24 10:30am Worship Service w/Breakfast  Fellowship Hall 

 2pm Christmas Eve Service  
(Cozy Christmas) 

College View 

 5:30pm Christmas Eve Service  
(A Family Christmas) 

Sanctuary 

 7:30pm Christmas Eve Service  
(Traditional Service) 

Sanctuary 

 11pm Christmas Eve Service (Holy Night) Sanctuary 

  12/25/23 - 1/1/24- Church Office Closed  

Wednesday 
12/27 

12pm-6pm Red Cross Blood Drive Fellowship Hall 

Sunday 12/31 10am HAW Store Open Narthex 

 10:30am Traditional Worship Service Sanctuary, Radio, 
Facebook 

 11:30am HAW Store Open Narthex 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Presbyterian Church 

621 N. Lincoln Ave. 
Hastings, NE 68901 

402-462-5147 

fpc@fpchastings.org 

Return Service Requested 


