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Bearing the divine… 

 

Dear First Presbyterian Church Family: 
 

The Season of Advent started on Sunday, December 3. We will spend four weeks in a space of 
expectation as we prepare our hearts and minds to celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ 2,000 years ago 
and we wait with hope for Christ’s return. During this season of Advent, we focus on the themes of 
peace, hope, joy, and love. We pray that you find this to be a meaningful time in your faith journey. 
 

On Sunday, December 10, we will share an original choral cantata entitled “The Bearers of the Divine” 
that was written by our own church member Hannah Jensen-Heitmann. The cantata reflects on what 
Mary might have been feeling when the angel Gabriel told her that she would bear the Christ child 
and we read that, “…she was much perplexed by his words and pondered them.” Who or what would 
Mary have turned to in order to process this message from Gabriel? The cantata imagines that Mary 
would have gone to the stories she knew, the stories of her spiritual ancestors, who were all asked to 
“bear the divine” in one way or another. The cantata shares the story of great women of the Bible who 
would have provided inspiration, support, peace, and hope for Mary as she accepted her role as the 
bearer of the divine. You will hear songs narrating the stories of Sarah, Shiphrah & Puah, Moses’ 
Mother & Pharaoh's Daughter, Ruth & Naomi, Hannah, Esther, and Elizabeth, who all bring different 
strengths to Mary as she prepares for her role in the story of God coming to earth. You won’t want to 
miss this incredible cantata and the stories that it shares, so we hope you can join us for worship on 
Sunday, December 10 at 10:30am in the sanctuary. 
 

In addition to the cantata, we also have an Advent Devotional Guide written by Pastor Damen that 
picks up on the themes and stories in the cantata. A copy of the guide was mailed to every household 
in the church and should arrive in your mailboxes this week. We also have free digital copies of the 
Advent Devotional Guide available at this link: https://bit.ly/Advent2023FPC 

 

In the devotional guide, you’ll find a prayer for each day of Advent as well as a list of items that are 
needed by some of our vital ministry partners. Each day during the season, we invite you to take a 
moment, light a candle, recite a prayer, and place one of the items in a box in your home. Think of it 
as a “reverse Advent calendar.” You may bring the items to the church on Sunday or during regular 
office hours and place them in the parlor. This year’s items will go to benefit the following agencies: 
Hastings Public School Food Pantries, enCourage Advocacy Center, Crossroads Homeless Shelter, 
Maryland Living Center, and Toys for Tots.  
 

We hope and pray that this season of Advent is a meaningful time for you and your family. Take some 
time to step away from the hustle and bustle of the holiday season and focus on what really matters, 
the story of Jesus’ birth, and the peace, hope, love, and joy that it brings to the world. This Advent, 
may we prepare to encounter the God who meets us in our need by preparing us to meet others in 
their need. 
 

Your Servant in Christ, Pastor Greg 

 

12.3.2023 & 12.10.2023/VOL.41.50 

 

 

https://bit.ly/Advent2023FPC


A thank you note from the Allen-Pickett Family  
for the generosity of the church for the capital campaign: 

 

 

POINSETTIAS 

Poinsettias may be purchased in honor of or in memory of a loved one. The cost is 
$15 each. Money raised over the cost will be donated to the Hastings Public Schools 
Foundation playground improvement fund. 
Your donation makes a difference. Please return your order form to the church 
office as soon as possible. 
Poinsettia in memory of: 

____________________________________________________________ 

Poinsettia in honor of: 
____________________________________________________________ 

Given by: ____________________________________________________________ 

How many total poinsettias are you ordering?    ___________________________ 

I will leave my poinsettia(s) at the church:                                               ☐ Yes         ☐ No 



 
 

December Greeters  December 
Ushers 

(Team 4) 

Captain – George Howard 

Susie Graham 

Dixie McDonald 

Gale McDonald 

Lori Schroeder 

Ted Schroeder 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DECEMBER MEMORIAL ROOM  NARTHEX  NARTHEX 

3 Kim Hermann Pat & Dick Kleiber   

10 Paul & Lynette Krieger Clyde Sachtleben Carolyn Nowka 

17 Kathy & Curtis Reimer Susan Hoff Erin Gastmann 

10:30am 24    

5:30pm 24       

7:30pm 24       

31 Milrae & Harold Korb Cathy & John Pershing   



 

   



December Communion Offering 

Reverse Advent Donations and Giving Tree 

           
 

  





 



 

Tuesday 12/5 10:15am Staff Meeting In-person 

 11:45am Habitat for Humanity Parlor 

 12pm Bible Study Anderson Room 

 5:30pm WAM Meeting Anderson Room 

Wednesday 12/6 11-11:45am PW Coord. TBD 

 11:45am PW Program and Luncheon Fellowship Hall 

 1:30pm Quilters Peace Quilting Room 

 5-7:15pm PreK-12th grade WNL Various 

 6:30pm Woodcarvers Basement 
 6:30pm-

8:30pm 

Chancel Choir  Choir Room 

Thursday 12/7 12:30pm Dulcimer Lydia Room 

 6-8pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE NE Classroom 

 7-8pm Cub Scouts Scout Room 

Friday 12/8 10am Mahjong Basement youth room 

Saturday 12/9 8:15am-11am Cantata Rehearsal Sanctuary 

Sunday 12/10 8:30am Contemplative Worship Service Chapel 
 9:15am Sunday School for all 

ages/Confirmation 

Various 

 10am HAW Store Open Narthex 

 10:30am Choral Cantata  
Worship Service  

Sanctuary, Facebook, Radio 

 11:30am Pie Reception Fellowship Hall 



 

 

 

Sunday 12/10 8:30am Contemplative Worship Service Chapel 
 9:15am Sunday School for all ages/Confirmation Various 

 10am HAW Store Open Narthex 

 10:30am Traditional Worship Service Christmas 
Cantata 

Sanctuary, Facebook, Radio 

 11:30am Pie Reception Fellowship Hall 
Monday 12/11 1-3pm First Pres. Pickleball PEACE Gym 

 1:30pm Quilters PEACE Quilting Room 

 5:30pm Global Mission Committee PEACE NW Classroom 

 6-8pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE NE Classroom 

 7-9pm Chorus of the Plains  Choir Room 

Tuesday 12/12 10:15am Staff Meeting In-person 

 12pm Bible Study  Anderson Room 

 5:30pm Congregational Life Anderson Room 

 5:30pm Trustees Confirmation Room 

 6:45pm Deacons Anderson Room 

Wednesday 
12/13 

12pm Noonday Book Club Sbbrooks52@gmail.com for 
the link 

 1:30pm Quilters PEACE Quilting Room 

 5pm PreK-12th Grade WNL various 

 6:30pm Woodcarvers basement 
 6:45pm Chancel Choir Choir Room 

 7:30pm Chancel Bells Bell Room 

Thursday 
12/14 

12:30pm Dulcimer Lydia Room 

 5pm Personnel Committee As needed 

 6-8pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE NE Classroom 

 7-8pm Cub Scouts Scout Room 

Friday 12/15 10am Mahjong Basement youth room 

Saturday 12/16  United Harvest  

Sunday 12/17 8:30am Contemplative Worship Service Chapel 
 9:15am Sunday School for all ages/Confirmation various 

 10am HAW Store Open Narthex 

 10:30am Traditional Worship Service Sanctuary, Radio. Facebook 

 11:30am HAW Store Open Narthex 

 3pm Cathedral Brass Quintet Concert Sanctuary 

mailto:Sbbrooks52@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Presbyterian Church 

621 N. Lincoln Ave. 

Hastings, NE 68901 

402-462-5147 

fpc@fpchastings.org 

Return Service Requested 


