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A brief reflection on the Annual Congregational Meeting 

 
Dear First Presbyterian Church Family: 
 
Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ! I hope this message finds you well and filled with the 
joy of the Spirit. I find myself filled with joy following our Congregational Meeting held on Sunday, 
January 28th. The meeting reminded me of the unique spirit and tradition that characterizes our 
family of faith. 
 
Presbyterians, as many of you know, are a bit quirky—we have our ways, our traditions, and our 
unique manner of doing things. We often jest that we like to do things "decently and in order," a 
phrase that captures the essence of our church's approach to governance and community life, and that 
was on full display on Sunday morning, along with a big dose of joy and a sense of accomplishment at 
all that God has done through our church over the past year.  
 
At the heart of our gathering was the sacred duty of electing elders, deacons, and trustees to lead and 
serve our congregation in the year ahead. These individuals, chosen by the discernment of the 
nominating committee and the guidance of the Holy Spirit and elected by you, play vital roles in the 
leading our church, ministering to the needs of our members, and stewarding the resources entrusted 
to us. We extend our heartfelt gratitude to all who answered the call to serve in these capacities, 
recognizing the commitment and sacrifice inherent in their ministry. 
 
Moreover, our congregational meeting served as a celebration—a celebration of all that we 
accomplished in 2023 and a hopeful look ahead to the opportunities ahead of us in 2024. Together, 
through the “State of the Church” address that I shared, we reflected on the ways in which God has 
blessed our community, guided our endeavors, and sustained us over the last year. From worship, 
music, education, and fellowship to mission, service, and outreach, our collective efforts bear witness 
to the transformative power of God's grace working within and through us. I also talked about the 
incredible generosity of our congregation through the sharing of your time, talent, and treasure and 
the success of both our annual budget and the capital campaign. Once again, thank you for your 
incredible generosity! 
 
If you missed the meeting, but would like to watch it, you can watch it on YouTube here:  
https://youtu.be/UV-iWFR_46Q  
 
If you’d like a copy of our annual report, you can stop by the church office to pick up a paper copy or 
you can find it on our website at this link:  
https://fpchastings.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/Annual-Report-2024-FINAL.pdf 
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As we embark on this new year, let us hold fast to the values and principles that define us: faithfulness 
to Scripture, being grounded in tradition yet open to the movement of the Holy Spirit, and a deep 
commitment to the pursuit of justice and mercy. May we continue to walk together in love and unity, 
supporting one another and our church in our shared journey of faith as we bear the love and light of 
Christ in our church family, our community, and the world. 
 
In closing, I would ask for your prayers for God's continued guidance and blessing upon our 
congregation in the year to come. 
 
Your servant in Christ, 

 
 
 

Pastor Greg 

 
 

 

February Ushers (Team #6) Captain – Jim Harrenstein, Chanda Essink, Lynne 
Friedewald, Chuck Shoemaker 

 

February Greeters 

FEBRUARY MEMORIAL ROOM NARTHEX 

4 Jan Ham, Julie Thomsen Susie Graham 

11 Flossie Sanderson Pat & Dick Kleiber 

18 Dan Deffenbaugh Kim Creech 

25 Jane Foote, Mary Fisk Bonnie & Kenton Grams 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





Calendar of Events 

January 28, 2024-February 4, 2024 

Sunday 1/28 8:30am Contemplative Worship Service Chapel 
 9:15am Sunday School for all ages Various 

 10am HAW Store Open Narthex 

 10:30am Traditional Worship Service Sanctuary, Facebook, 
Radio 

 11:30am Annual Congregational Meeting Sanctuary 

 11:30am HAW Store Open Narthex 

Monday 1/29 1-3pm 1st Pres Pickleball  PEACE Gym 

 1:30-3:30pm Quilters PEACE Quilting Room 

 6-8pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE NE Classroom 

 7-9pm Chorus of the Plains Choir Room 

Tuesday 1/30 10:15am Staff Meeting  In-person 

 12pm Bible Study Anderson Room 

Wednesday 1/31 12pm Noonday Book Club Sbbrooks52@gmail.com 
for the link 

 1:30pm-3:30pm Quilters  PEACE Quilting Room 

 5-7:15pm PreK-12th WNL various 

 6:30pm Woodcarvers Basement 
 6:45pm Chancel Choir Choir Room 

 7:30pm Chancel Bells Bell Room 

Thursday 2/1 12:30pm Dulcimer Lydia Room 

 5:30pm Youth Christian Ed. Meeting Parlor 

 6-8pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE NE Classroom 

 7-8pm Cub Scouts Scout Room 

Friday 2/2 10am Mahjong Ladies Basement Youth Room 

Sunday 2/4  Youth Sunday  

 8:30am Contemplative Worship Service Chapel 
 9:15am-10:15am Sunday School for all ages various 

 10am HAW Store Open Narthex 

 10:30am Traditional Worship Service Sanctuary, Facebook, 
Radio 

 11:30am HAW Store Open Narthex 

 11:30am VBS Committee Meeting Anderson Room 

 11:30am Go & Serve Informational Meeting Lydia Room 
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Calendar of Events 

February 5, 2024-February 11, 2024 

 

 

 

Monday 2/5 1-3pm 1st Pres Pickleball PEACE Gym 

 1:30pm Quilters PEACE Quilting Room 

 6-8pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE NE Classroom 

 7-9pm Chorus of the Plains Rehearsal Choir Room 

Tuesday 2/6 10:15am Staff Meeting In-person 

 12pm Bible Study Anderson Room 

 5:30pm WAM Meeting Anderson Room 

Wednesday 
2/7 

11am PW Coord Team Library 

 11:45am PW Program and Luncheon Fellowship Hall 
 12pm Noonday Book Club Sbbrooks52@gmail.com for 

link 
 1:30pm Quilters PEACE Quilting Room 

 5-7:15pm PreK-12th WNL Various 

 6:30pm Woodcarvers Basement 
 6:45pm Chancel Choir Choir Room 

 7:30pm Chancel Bells Bell Room 

Thursday 2/8 12:30pm Dulcimer  Lydia Room 

 5pm Personnel Committee Meets As needed 

 6-8pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE NE Classroom 

 7-8pm Cub Scouts Scout Room 

Friday 2/9 10am Mahjong Ladies Basement Youth Room 

 3pm Jr. High Retreat Kearney 

Saturday 2/10 9am-1pm Session Retreat Anderson Room 

Sunday 2/11 8:30am Contemplative Worship Service Chapel 
  No Sunday School  

 10am HAW Store Open Narthex 

 10:30am Traditional Worship Service Sanctuary, Facebook, Radio 

 11:30am HAW Store Open Narthex 

 3pm Dr. Stephen Hamilton Organ Recital 
with Reception to follow 

Sanctuary- Recital 
Reception- Fellowship Hall 

mailto:Sbbrooks52@gmail.com


 

 

 
 
 

February Communion Offering Recipient 

Special Children’s Fund 

Special Children's Fund Mission is to: 
-Assure that every child is able to receive prompt medical treatment 
-Reduce financial stress that families may experience during their child's 
medical crisis 
-Prevent delays in medical care 
-Promote family unity during times of medical stress 
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Hastings, NE 68901 
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