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Join us on our Holy Week journey! 
 
Dear First Presbyterian Church Family: 
 
During the announcements at worship on Palm Sunday, I said that Holy Week is like 
our March Madness and Super Bowl weekend all rolled into one. I don’t use sports 
analogies very often, but this one is pretty accurate. In the liturgical year, the events and 
worship services during Holy Week represent both the foundation and pinnacle of our 
faith. 
 
An Episcopal priest from Florida, Rev. Tim Schenck, wrote this: 
 
When you hear clergy strongly encouraging you to attend the services of Holy Week, 
especially the Great Three Days (Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, the Easter Vigil), 
it’s not just because they like to see more people in the pews, or it’s good for their egos, 
or they want parishioners to see how much effort goes into these liturgies.  
 

It’s because they believe in the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ and the 
transforming power of the Christian faith. It’s because they love you and want nothing 
more than for you to have such a moving encounter with our Lord, that it will change 
your life. It’s an invitation rooted in profound love, and a recognition that there is 
literally nothing more important in the entire world than to participate fully as we 
collectively journey from the Upper Room to Calvary to the Empty Tomb.  
 
With that introduction, I want to personally invite you to our Holy Week services. Below 
I briefly describe why we hold these services and what happens at them: 
 
Maundy Thursday 3/28: In the gospel of John, Jesus says, “I give you a new 
commandment, that you love one another like I have loved you.” The Latin word for 
commandment is “maundy,” so we have the chance to embody the commandment of 
Jesus to love one another. At this service we will remember the night that Jesus was 
betrayed and arrested, and participate in communion and an optional footwashing ritual 
as a tangible sign of love for others. This service is at 7pm in the sanctuary and includes 
our choir.  
                                                                               

                       Continued 

 

 

3.24.2024 & 3.31.2024/VOL.44.06 

 

 



Good Friday 3/29: Despite the terrible crucifixion of Christ that we remember at this 
service, this day has been called Good Friday because it leads to the resurrection of 
Jesus and his victory over death and sin and the celebration of Easter. We will have a 
candlelit service where we extinguish the candles while we read the story of Jesus trial 
and death. This is a contemplative service with simple music that is at 7pm in the 
sanctuary.  
 
Prayer Vigil 3/29-3/31: We hold a prayer vigil from the conclusion of our Good 
Friday Service until Easter Morning, commemorating the time that Jesus lay in the 
tomb. In prayer we come before God to acknowledge that we are the body of Christ, to 
pray for ourselves, our community, and our world, and to ask for God’s guidance and 
presence. You are invited to sign up for one hour time slots to come into the Chapel to 
pray or to participate from home. There will be prayer stations set up in the Chapel to 
use during the Vigil including prayers collected from our church members during our 
prayer calling on Monday of Holy Week. The Vigil is open to anyone in our family of 
faith who is willing to commit one hour to intentional prayer during the weekend of 
Easter. You can sign up for our prayer vigil by calling the church office or clicking on 
this link: https://bit.ly/FPCVigil  
 
Easter Sunday: Join us on Easter morning at 8:30am or 10:30am for a joyful 
celebration of the resurrection of Christ! Our Easter services include special music from 
our Choir, Bell Choir, Organist, and the Cathedral Brass. The special music is used to 
triumphantly proclaim our hope as resurrection people! At this service we will read the 
story of the empty tomb and we will reflect on the word “Hallelujah” and the image of 
the butterfly as a symbol of our new life in the risen Christ. Please join us and we 
encourage you to invite your family, neighbors, and friends.  
 
I hope and pray that Holy Week is a meaningful time of contemplation, reflection, and 
worship for all of you as we prepare our hearts and minds to celebrate the glorious 
resurrection of Jesus on easter morning! 
 
Your servant in Christ, 

 
 
 

Pastor Greg 
 

Easter Ushers and Greeters 
EASTER USHERS 

8:30 a.m.- Julie Thomsen, Duane Huber, Melissa Davis 

10:30 a.m.- (Team #1) Captain- Chuck Hastings, Elaine Specht, Danna & Steve Wolford,    
                                          Kim Creech                 
 

EASTER GREETERS  
8:30 a.m.- Cathy & John Pershing (Memorial Room), Melissa Davis (Narthex) 

10:30 a.m.- Jan Bolliger (Memorial Room), Melissa Davis (Narthex)                    

https://bit.ly/FPCVigil


 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April Ushers and Greeters 
April Ushers (Team #2) Captain – Duane Huber, Steve Illingworth, Daveta Brader, 
Lois Hafer, Dick Brader 

 

  

APRIL GREETERS MEMORIAL ROOM NARTHEX 

7 Gifts of Women Sunday Gifts of Women Sunday 

14 Julie Thomsen Melissa Davis 

21 Kay Georgiana, Jan Ham Cathy & John Pershing 

28 Lynne Friedewald & Chuck Shoemaker Jill Kramer 



 

Tuesday 3/26 10:15am Staff Meeting In-person 

 12pm-6pm Red Cross Bloodmobile Fellowship Hall 
 11:45am Habitat for Humanity TBD 

 12pm Bible Study Anderson Room 

 7-8pm CCC Dog Obedience PEACE NE Classroom 

Wednesday 
3/27 

12pm Noonday Book Club Sbbrooks52@gmail.com for 
link 

 1:30pm Quilters PEACE Quilting Room 

 5pm-7:15pm PreK-12th grade WNL Various 

 6:30pm Woodcarvers Basement 
 6:45pm Chancel Choir Choir Room 

 7:30pm Chancel Bells Bell Room 

Thursday 
3/28 

12:30pm Dulcimer Lydia Room 

 6-8pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE NE Classroom 

 7-8pm Cub Scouts Scout Room 

 7pm Maundy Thursday Service Sanctuary 

Friday 3/29 10am Mahjong  Fellowship Hall 
 7pm Good Friday Service Sanctuary 

 8pm-12am Easter Prayer Vigil Begins  

Saturday 3/30 12am-12am Easter Prayer Vigil  
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Sunday 3/31 12am-8am Easter Prayer Vigil   

 8:30am Easter Service Sanctuary 

  No Sunday School  

 10am HAW Store Open Library 

 10:30am Easter Service Sanctuary 

 11:30am HAW Store Open Library 

Monday 4/1  Church Office Closed-Easter Monday  

  Langenberg Scholarship Applications 
Due 

 

 1-3pm 1st Pres Pickleball PEACE Gym 

 1:30pm Quilters PEACE Quilting Room 

 5:30pm Global Mission Committee PEACE NW Classroom 

 6-8pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE NE Classroom 

 7-9pm Chorus of the Plains Rehearsal Choir Room 

Tuesday 4/2 10:15am Staff Meeting in person 

 12pm Bible Study Anderson Room 

 6-7:30pm WAM Meeting Anderson Room 

 7-8pm CCC Dog Obedience PEACE NE Classroom 

Wednesday 
4/3 

11-11:45am PW Coord Team  Parlor 

 11:45am PW Program and Luncheon Fellowship Hall 
 12pm Noonday Book Club Sbbrooks52@gmail.com for 

link 
 5-7:15pm PreK-12th Grade WNL Various 

 6:30pm Woodcarvers Basement 
 6:45pm Chancel Choir Choir Room 

 7:30pm Chancel Bells Bell Room 

Thursday 4/4 12:30pm Dulcimer Lydia Room 

 5:30pm Christian Ed Committee Parlor 

 6-8pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE NE Classroom 

 7-8pm Cub Scouts Scout Room 

Friday 4/5 10am-12pm Mahjong  Fellowship Hall 
 6:30pm HCMA Benefit Recital Sanctuary 

Sunday 4/7  Gifts of Women Sunday  

 8:30am Contemplative Worship Service Chapel 
 9:15am Sunday School for all ages various 

 10am HAW Store Open Library 

 10:30am Traditional Worship Service Sanctuary/Radio/Facebook 

 11:30am HAW Store Open Library 
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First Presbyterian Church 

621 N. Lincoln Ave. 

Hastings, NE 68901 

402-462-5147 

fpc@fpchastings.org 

Return Service Requested 


