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Clothe Yourself in Righteousness 

 

My new shirt should arrive pretty soon and I’m actually quite excited about it. I 
would describe it to you if I could but I don’t have any idea what it looks like. Even if I 
wanted and was willing, I couldn’t tell you a single thing about its color, its graphic 
design aesthetic, or even its neckline. Someone else designed it. Someone else picked it 
out. Until the moment I lay eyes and hands upon it, my new shirt remains a complete 
mystery to me. The new shirt which I am eagerly anticipating is this year’s Go & Serve T-
Shirt! I have no need of a new t-shirt. In fact, I actively avoid adding any of them to my 
dresser. However, I will happily make an exception for this particular piece of cloth. 
 This will be the sixth Go & Serve T-Shirt to make it into my collection. Not the 
largest collection, by any means, but anyone who is fortunate enough to have one can 
tell you just how valuable these particular pieces of fabric are.  
 First of all, the shirt from any given year represents a unique occurrence in the 
annals of history. For that week, in that year, a group of faithful disciples gathered 
themselves together in way and for a purpose that can never be duplicated. All of their 
living. All of their working. All of their pondering and eating, and laughing, and maybe 
crying represent a singular instance that had never existed before and will never exist 
again. The shirt is a sign of an irrevocable bond that cannot be broken. 
 The value of these garments derives not from the material or the craft that when 
into them. Their value stems from the reason for their existence. Go & Serve T-Shirts 
throughout the years have only existed because a group of teenagers have chosen to take 
a week of their lives to live beyond themselves. If they hadn’t dedicated themselves to 
acts of love and service on behalf of strangers my dresser drawers wouldn’t be so full. 
Each shirt is a reminder to me, personally, that I owe a debt not only to decades of 
teenagers that I never met but especially to those I’ve been lucky enough to accompany 
on a Go & Serve Trip. Their faithful service has quite literally clothed me. Their 
dedication has brought me closer to the kingdom of God. 

And finally, these t-shirts are so fundamentally valuable because the truth is that 
they represent not only the actions of a select group of individuals but also the collective 
faith and support of an entire congregation. Anyone who adorns themselves with one of 
these shirts knows, intrinsically, that they carry an entire congregation with them 
wherever they go. They represent a collective good will and encouragement which 
bubbles up from an incredibly generous people. This year alone, through our stock sale 
fundraiser, the members and friends of First Presbyterian Church have contributed 
$8,000 to ensure that this year’s trip is a rousing success!                                                                                                                            
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Go & Serve participants are not born, they are raised. They are nurtured and 
challenged by a community who has attempted to instill within them the desire for lives 
marked by peace.  So, to the congregation of First Presbyterian church, I say this; thank 
you for the new t-shirt. Thank you for all you do for our younger disciples. 
 

Peace and all good, 

 

Damen Jensen-Heitmann 

  

July Means Open Table at FPC 

Open Table 2024 

Sack Lunch Program 

One sack lunch, per person, per day, no questions asked. 

Join our congregation in fellowship and service as we celebrate our 21st year of 
support for the Open Table Sack Lunch Program. For those of you that are new to 
our church or community, the Open Table Sack Lunch Program is a community-
wide program providing free daily sack lunches Monday through Friday from 1:00 
to 5:00 pm which are distributed from the Catholic Social Services Office. 
Beginning Sunday, July 14, we will be assembling 1,400 lunches a week during the 
last three Sundays of July in Fellowship Hall preceding or immediately following 
both Sunday worship services. In addition to Sunday morning assembly, we need 
drivers to transport sandwiches and sacks to Catholic Social Services when we 
finish on Sunday. This tradition in our church has been a blessing for the people 
receiving the lunches, and the people preparing them. We have continuously 
supported this community-wide program every July since its inception.  



July Ushers & Greeters 

JULY USHERS (Team #5) Captain – Ken Stein, Matt Fong, Kim Creech 

 

 

 

August Ushers & Greeters 

AUGUST USHERS (Team #6) Captain – Jim Harrenstein, Chanda Essink, Lynne 
Friedewald, Chuck Shoemaker 
 

 

 

 

  

JULY GREETERS MEMORIAL ROOM  NARTHEX 

21 C.L. & Sandra Wimer Lesa & Steve Cropley 

28 Jan Ham Jenna Jorgensen 

AUGUST GREETERS MEMORIAL ROOM NARTHEX 

4 Jill Kramer Linda & Richard Johnson 

11 Mary Kay LaMaster, Julie Thomsen Carolyn & Rich McKenzie 

18 Lori & Ted Schroeder Todd Pankratz & Jessica Meeske 

25 Jane Foote, Jean Barber Lori & Ted Schroeder 



 

 

The Noonday Book Group will begin a new study on Wednesday, July 10 at, 
indeed, noon! The new book is Unbelievable by John Shelby Spong. Please contact 
Sharon Brooks at sbbrooks52@gmail.com for the link to our online gathering. All 
sessions are recorded and offered online for later viewing.  

Tuesday 7/16 12pm Bible Study Anderson Room 

Wednesday 7/17 12pm Noonday Book Club Sbbrooks52@gmail.com for 
link 

 1:30pm Quilters PEACE Quilting Room 

 6:30pm-9pm Woodcarvers Meet basement 
Thursday 7/18 12:30pm Dulcimer  Room 112 

 3-5pm Youth Group Game Time Youth Room 

 6-8pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE NE Classroom 

 7-8pm Cub Scouts Scout Room 

Friday 7/19 10am Mahjong Lydia Room 

Saturday 7/20  United Harvest  
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Sunday 7/21 8:30am Open Table Early Bird Set Up Fellowship Hall 
 9am Church in the Park  Alexander Park 

 9:45am-10:15am Open Table Meal Packing Fellowship Hall 
 10am HAW Store Open Library 

 10:30am Traditional Worship Service Sanctuary, Facebook, Radio 

 11:30am-?  Open Table Meal Packing Fellowship Hall 
 11:30am HAW Store Open Library 

Monday 7/22 1-3pm 1st Pres Pickleball PEACE Gym 

 1:30pm Quilters PEACE Quilting Room 

  6-8pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE NE Classroom 

 7-9pm Chorus of the Plains Choir Room 

Tuesday 7/23 11:45am-1:15pm Habitat for Humanity PEACE NW Classroom 

 12pm Bible Study Anderson Room 

Wednesday 
7/24 

12pm Noonday Book Club Sbbrooks52@gmail.com 

 1:30pm Quilters PEACE Quilting Room 

 6:30-9pm Woodcarvers Basement 
Thursday 7/25 12:30pm Dulcimer Lydia Room 

 3-5pm Youth Group Game Time Youth Room 

 6-8pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE NE Classroom 

 7-8pm Cub Scouts Scout Room 

Friday 7/26 10am-12pm Mahjong Lydia Room 

Saturday 7/27- 
Saturday 8/3 

 High School Go & Serve 
Mission Trip 

 

Sunday 7/28 8:30am Open Table Early Bird Set Up Fellowship Hall 
 9am Church in the Park Alexander Park 

 9:45am-10:15am  Open Table Meal Packing Fellowship Hall 
 10am HAW Open Store Library 

 10:30am Traditional Worship Service Sanctuary, Facebook, Radio 

 11:30am-? Open Table Meal Packing Fellowship Hall 
 11:30am HAW Store Open Library 
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First Presbyterian Church 

621 N. Lincoln Ave. 

Hastings, NE 68901 

402-462-5147 

fpc@fpchastings.org 

Return Service Requested 


