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Building the Beloved Community in an age of polarization  
 

Dear First Presbyterian Church Family, 
 

As we enter the fall season, we will embark on a new sermon 
series and adult education opportunities that seek to address 
one of the most pressing issues of our time: polarization. Our 
five-week series, titled "Building a Beloved Community in an 
Age of Polarization," will explore how the stories of the Old 
Testament, our belief in Jesus Christ, and our faith can guide 
us in becoming builders of the beloved community—a 
community grounded in love, justice, and unity, even amidst 
deep divisions. 
 

Sermon Series Overview 

Over five weeks from September 15 to October 13, we will 
delve into the rich narratives of the Old Testament, 
discovering timeless truths about God's call to justice, mercy, 
and love for all people. These stories, combined with the 
teachings and example of Jesus Christ, will provide us with 
the spiritual tools we need to bridge divides, foster 
understanding, and work towards a community where 
everyone is valued and respected. 
 

Each Sunday's sermon will focus on different aspects of community building including: 
focusing on hope over fear, our call to humility and forgiveness, how we are set apart as 
followers of Christ, and our call to love. We will draw upon biblical wisdom to offer 
practical insights for our lives today. We invite you to join us for worship as we explore 
these important themes together. 
 

Opportunities for Deeper Engagement 

In addition to our Sunday sermons, we are offering several ways for you to engage more 
deeply with these topics throughout the week: 

• Conversation at Steeple Brewery: Join us on Monday nights at 7 pm for casual 
conversations as we reflect on the sermon and share our thoughts on building 
community in today's world. 
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• Tuesday Noon Bible Study: Gather with us on Tuesdays at noon as we dive into
the Bible, exploring the connections between the ancient text and our modern
challenges.

• Wednesday Noon Book Group: On Wednesdays at noon, we'll meet to discuss a
selected book that complements our sermon series, offering new perspectives and
insights.

• Sunday Morning Adult Education Forum: Each Sunday morning, before worship,
join us for a forum where we will engage in thoughtful discussion on the week's
theme with our scholar in residence, Dr. Dan Deffenbaugh.

• Sunday Morning "Heirs Apparent" Adult Bible Study Class: This class will
provide an opportunity for an in-depth study of the themes related to our series,
helping us apply the lessons to our lives.

The "After Party" Curriculum 

All of these groups will be utilizing the "After Party" curriculum, which is designed to 
help us think critically and engage thoughtfully with the themes of polarization and 
community building. This curriculum offers a structured way to discuss how we can 
move beyond division and towards unity in Christ. You can learn more about the 
curriculum by clicking here: https://redeemingbabel.org/the-after-party/  

We are looking forward to this journey together as we seek to become a beloved 
community that reflects God's love in a polarized world. Let us commit to growing in 
faith, understanding, and love as we navigate these challenging times together. 

Your servant in Christ, 

Pastor Greg 

September Ushers & Greeters 

SEPTEMBER USHERS (Team #1) Captain – Chuck Hastings, Elaine Specht, Kim 
Creech 

SEPTEMBER 

GREETERS MEMORIAL ROOM NARTHEX 

1 Stephanie Bliss, Sue Medsker Bonnie & Kenton Grams 

8 Jeni & George Howard Clyde Sachtleben, Carolyn Nowka 

15 Gayle Fandry Flossie Sanderson 

22 Dixie & Gale McDonald Melissa Davis 

29 Jan Bolliger Susan Hoff 

https://redeemingbabel.org/the-after-party/




Sunday 8/25 9:15am-10:15am Sunday School Kickoff Fellowship Hall 
10am HAW Store Open Library 

10:30am Traditional Worship Service Sanctuary, Facebook, Radio 

11:30am HAW Store Open Library 

11:30am Go & Serve Luncheon Fellowship Hall 
Monday 8/26 1-3pm 1st Pres. Pickleball PEACE Gym 

1:30pm Quilters PEACE Quilting Room 

6-8pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE NE Classroom 

7-9pm Chorus of the Plains Rehearsal Choir Room 

Tuesday 8/27 10:30am Staff Meeting In-person 

11:45am Habitat for Humanity Board PEACE NW Classroom 

12pm-1pm Bible Study Anderson Room 

Wednesday 
8/28 

12pm Noonday Book Club Sbbrooks52@gmail.com for 
link 

6:45pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal Choir Room 

7:30pm Chancel Bells Rehearsal Bell Room 

Thursday 8/29 12:30pm Dulcimer HCMA Room 112 

6-8pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE NE Classroom 

7-8pm Cub Scouts Scout Room 

Friday 8/30 10am Mahjong Ladies Lydia Room 

Sunday 9/1 10am HAW Store Open Library 

10:30am Traditional Worship Service Sanctuary, Facebook, Radio 

11:30am HAW Store Open Library 
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Monday 9/2 Labor Day - Church Offices Closed 

Tuesday 9/3 10:30am Staff Meeting In-person 

12pm Bible Study Anderson Room 

5:30pm United Harvest Board Meeting PEACE NW Classroom 

6-7:30pm WAM Meeting Anderson Room 

Wednesday 9/4 11am PW Coord. Team Meeting 

11:45am PW Luncheon Fellowship Hall 
12pm Noonday Book Club Sbbrooks52@gmail.com 

1:30pm Quilters PEACE Quilting Room 

5-7:15pm PreK-12th grade WNL Various 

6:30pm Woodcarvers Basement 
6:45pm Chancel Choir Choir Room 

7:30pm Chancel Bells Bell Room 

Thursday 9/5 12:30pm Dulcimer HCMA Room 112 

5:30pm Global Mission Committee Meeting PEACE NW Classroom 

6-8pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE NE Classroom 

7pm Cub Scouts Scout Room 

Friday 9/6 10am Mahjong Lydia Room 

Sunday 9/8 8:30am Contemplative Worship Service Chapel 
9:15am Sunday School for all ages various 

10am HAW Store Open Library 

10:30am Traditional Worship Service Sanctuary, Facebook, Radio 

11:30am HAW Store Open Library 

11:30am Ice Cream Social Fellowship Hall 
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September Communion Offering 



Exciting News: New restrooms off the sanctuary now open! 

We are pleased to announce that the new restrooms off the sanctuary 
are now open for use. These are family restrooms, meaning they are 
single-seat restrooms with locking doors that can be used by anyone, 
just like the bathrooms in our houses. This design is the industry 
standard for new restrooms, for example you will see all of the public 
restrooms at the College View Retirement Community are this way.  

These family restrooms provide added flexibility and convenience, 
especially for those assisting loved ones with dementia, mobility issues, 
or for parents helping young children. We hope these new facilities will 
enhance the sense of welcome at our church for our members and the 
community.  

By September 8, the former women’s restroom off the sanctuary will 
be converted into a “Wiggle Room” for families with small children that will also include one 
additional single seat family restroom with a locking door and a changing table.  

We will also be updating the restrooms behind the fellowship hall with new flooring, tile, and 
fixtures. Those will continue to be a Men’s Room and a Women’s Room.  
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