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Building the beloved community in an age of polarization: The power of 
table fellowship: 
 

Dear First Presbyterian Church Family: 
 

In this season of our community and our nation, it can feel like we’re more divided than 
ever. But as Christians, we are called to something deeper—building a community 
grounded in love, hope, and humility. This fall, our sermon series and adult education 
classes at First Presbyterian Church, “Building the Beloved Community in an Age of 
Polarization,” invites us to explore how the stories of the Bible and our faith in Jesus 
Christ can guide us in that call. 
 

On September 15, we reflected on Genesis 15 and Ephesians 2, focusing on the story of 
Abram. The sermon was entitled: “Fear not, abound in hope!” and it reminded us that 
we are called to break down the dividing walls of hostility and be people of hope and not 
fear. If you missed that sermon, you can watch it at this link: 
https://youtu.be/_zjIThjPyzk?feature=shared 

 

On September 22, Pastor Damen preached on the story of Joseph in Genesis 37 and 50 
and got us thinking about humility and forgiveness with a sermon entitled “Group 
Think.” These sermons highlighted two key pillars of community life: hope that bridges 
divides and the humility required to forgive and reconcile. In these times of polarization, 
such values are not only relevant but crucial. If you missed that sermon, you can watch 
it at this link:  
https://youtu.be/qij9vVeGOBo?si=htLmhyprOCBvIC6_ 

 

A central part of fostering this beloved community is what we call “table fellowship”—
gathering together, breaking bread, and sharing life. Throughout Jesus’ ministry, we see 
time and again the significance of the table. He dined with tax collectors, sinners, and 
disciples alike, reminding us that the table is a place where we can meet others just as 
they are, even those with whom we disagree. Jesus modeled for us that sharing a meal 
can be a powerful act of grace and reconciliation. 
 

The song “Let’s Just Have Supper” by Korby Lenker and Nora Jane Struthers echoes this 
sentiment. You can hear that song at this link: https://youtu.be/zAf_xGw-
wGQ?feature=shared It’s a beautiful reminder that sometimes, the simple act of sitting  
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down for a meal can break down barriers, even among people who might have   

fundamental disagreements. Around the table, we can lay aside our differences and see 
one another through the eyes of love. 
 

At First Presbyterian, we are creating opportunities for this kind of table fellowship. 
Whether through our adult education classes, the trivia night at Steeple Brewery on 
Sunday, September 29th, the Blessing of the Pets service on October 2nd, or the 
churchwide potluck on October 13th, we believe in the power of gathering together. 
Presbyterian Women’s groups also continue to build connections through shared meals 
and meaningful conversations, reminding us that no matter our differences, we are all 
part of the same body of Christ. I encourage you to join us for these opportunities to 
share table fellowship. 
 

As we journey through this sermon series together, may we take up the call to be 
builders of the beloved community, sitting down at tables with open hearts, ready to 
listen, share, and break bread together in love. 
 

Your Servant in Christ, 

 
Pastor Greg 

 

Ushers and Greeters 

SEPTEMBER USHERS (Team #1) Captain – Chuck Hastings, Elaine Specht, Kim 
Creech, Steve Illingworth 

 

OCTOBER USHERS (Team #2) Captain – Duane Huber, Steve Illingworth, Daveta Brader, 
Lois Hafer, Dick Brader 

 

 

SEPTEMBER GREETERS MEMORIAL ROOM  NARTHEX 

29 Jan Bolliger Susan Hoff 

OCTOBER GREETERS MEMORIAL ROOM NARTHEX 

6 Kili & Justin Wenberg Cathy & John Pershing 

13 Kathy Utter, Kim Creech Laurie & Brian Johnson 

20 Kathy & Curtis Reimer Carolyn & Rich McKenzie 

27 Marnie & Doug Soderquist C.L. & Sandra Wimer 



 

 

 

 



October Communion Offering 



Exciting News: New restrooms off the sanctuary now open! 

We are pleased to announce that the new restrooms off the 
sanctuary are now open for use. These are family restrooms, 
meaning they are single-seat restrooms with locking doors that 
can be used by anyone, just like the bathrooms in our houses. 
This design is the industry standard for new restrooms, for 
example you will see all of the public restrooms at the College 
View Retirement Community are this way.  
 

These family restrooms provide added flexibility and 
convenience, especially for those assisting loved ones with 
dementia, mobility issues, or for parents helping young children. 
We hope these new facilities will enhance the sense of welcome 
at our church for our members and the community.  
 

By September 8, the former women’s restroom off the sanctuary 
will be converted into a “Wiggle Room” for families with small 
children that will also include one additional single seat family restroom with a locking 
door and a changing table.  
 

We will also be updating the restrooms behind the fellowship hall with new flooring, tile, 
and fixtures. Those will continue to be a Men’s Room and a Women’s Room.  



 

 



 

Langenberg Lesson Scholarship Applications are available on the shelf 
outside the Church Offices or on the Church website at: 
https://fpchastings.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/Langenberg-form-Fall-
2024.pdf The deadline in November 1, 2024. 

Sunday 9/22 8:30am Contemplative Worship 
Service 

Chapel 

 9:15am Sunday School for all ages Various 

 10:00am HAW Store Open Library 

 10:30am Traditional Worship Service In-person, Facebook, Radio 

 11:30am HAW Store Open Library 

Monday 9/23 1-3pm 1st Pres. Pickleball PEACE Gym 

 1:30pm Quilters PEACE Quilting Room 

 6-8pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE NE Classroom 

 7-9pm  Chorus of the Plains 
Rehearsal 

Choir Room 

 7pm “Building the Beloved 
Community in an age of 
polarization” Conversation 

Steeple Brewing Company 

Tuesday 
9/24 

10:30am Staff Meeting (canceled) In-person 

 11:45am Habitat for Humanity  PEACE NW Classroom 

 12pm Bible Study Anderson Room 

 7-8pm CCC Dog Obedience PEACE NE Classroom 

Wednesday 
9/25 

12pm Noonday Book Club Sbbrooks52@gmail.com for link 

 1:30pm Quilters PEACE Center Quilting Room 

 5-7:15pm PreK-12th Grade WNL Various  

 5pm Mexico Mission Trip Choir 
Practice 

Sanctuary 

 6:30pm Woodcarvers Basement 
 6:45pm Chancel Choir  Choir Room 

 7:30pm Chancel Bells Bell Room 

Thursday 
9/26 

12:30pm Dulcimer HCMA Room 112 

 6-8pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE NE Classroom 

 7-8pm Cub Scouts Scout Room 

Friday 9/27 10am Mahjong Basement Youth Room 

Sunday 9/29 8:30am Contemplative Worship 
Service 

Chapel 

 9:15am Sunday School for all ages Various 

 10am HAW Store open Library 

 10:30am Traditional Worship Service Sanctuary, Facebook, Radio 

 5pm FPC Trivia Night Steeple Brewing Company 

https://fpchastings.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/Langenberg-form-Fall-2024.pdf
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Monday 9/30 1-3pm 1st Pres Pickleball PEACE Gym 

 1:30pm Quilters PEACE Quilting Room 

 6-8pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE NE Classroom 

 7-9pm Chorus of the Plains Rehearsal Choir Room 

 7pm “Building the Beloved 
Community in an age of 
polarization” conversation 

Steeple Brewing Company 

Tuesday 10/1 10:30am Staff Meeting In-person 

 12pm Bible Study Anderson Room 

 5:30pm United Harvest Board Meeting PEACE NW Classroom 

 6pm WAM meeting Anderson Room 

 7-8pm CCC Dog Obedience PEACE NE Classroom 

Wednesday 
10/2 

11am PW Coord Team  

 11:45am PW Program and Luncheon Fellowship Hall 
 12pm Noonday Book Club Sbbrooks52@gmail.com for 

link 

 1:30pm Quilters PEACE Quilting Room 

 5-7:15pm PreK-12th Grade WNL Various 

 5-6:15pm Blessing of the Pets service Parking Lot 
 6:30pm Woodcarvers Basement 
 6:45pm Chancel Choir Choir Room 

 7:30pm Chancel Bells Bell Room 

Thursday 
10/3 

12:30pm Dulcimer HCMA Room 112 

 5:30pm Mission Committee Meeting PEACE NW Classroom 

 6-8pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE NE Classroom 

 7-8pm Cub Scouts Scout Room 

Friday 10/4 10am Mahjong Basement Youth Room 

Sunday 10/6  World Communion Sunday  

 8:30am Contemplative Worship Service Chapel 
 9:15am Sunday School for all ages Various 

 10am HAW Store Open Library 

 10:30am Traditional Worship Service Sanctuary, Facebook, Radio 

 11:30am HAW Store Open Library 
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First Presbyterian Church 

621 N. Lincoln Ave. 

Hastings, NE 68901 

402-462-5147 

fpc@fpchastings.org 

Return Service Requested 


