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Looking For Questions 

Many have noticed but I’ll just say it plain. When given a chance, I like to leave a lot of 

silence in a worship service. Almost immediately after I started helping to lead worship 

services here at First Presbyterian Church people noticed that the time for silent 

confession had grown almost exponentially. And there are a few reasons as to why I like 

a good time of silence so much. The first is that I find there is a lot of noise in the world 

having a few moments of silence can be quite peaceful and refreshing for all of us. The 

second is a bit more personal. During a worship service I spend a lot of time talking and 

it is important for me to be encouraged to listen as well. But the most critical reason is 

this: it is important to sit with the question. 

Sitting with a question; turning it over, wrestling with it, and exploring all of its 

intricacies and implications leads to a depth that we cannot and do not find when we 

rush to answers or quickly retreat to talking points and known perspectives. Taking the 

time to sit (or stand or walk or talk) and ponder is an increasingly scarce skill but it is a 

skill that, when used well, often uncovers hidden depths of knowledge and insight about 

our God, ourselves, and the world around us. 

Over the past month and a half, as a congregation, we have sat with one fundamental 

question; how are people of faith called to engage with the political realm? And this 

question has led other equally important and equally interesting questions: What does it 

mean to recognize that everyone is created in the image of God? What if they aren’t 

acting like it? What if I’m not acting like? Whose voice do I hear most often? Can I admit 

that I may be wrong? Have I created any idols lately? To what do I give my ultimate 

allegiance? None of these questions are simple. None of these questions lead to easy 

answers and it has been a pleasure to witness as people of faith have sat with them in all 

earnestness and honesty over the course of the last six weeks. 

I understand that many people approach faith and Sunday mornings with an eye 

towards discovering answers. Though, to be honest, I suspect that we may be better 

served to approach faith with an eye towards discovering questions. The better our 

questions and the longer that we sit with them the more we may be able to sink down 

into our faith and into our God. I wonder, what question is God calling you to discover? 

Peace and all good, 

 

 

 

Rev. Damen Jensen-Heitmann 
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USHERS AND GREETERS 

OCTOBER USHERS (Team #2) Captain – Duane Huber, Steve Illingworth, Daveta 

Brader, Lois Hafer, Dick Brader 

 

 

November Ushers (Team #3) Captain – Dave Fisher, Andrew Barrows, Phil Odom, 

Doug Soderquist 

 

OCTOBER GREETERS MEMORIAL ROOM NARTHEX 

27 Marnie & Doug Soderquist Melissa Davis 

NOVEMBER GREETERS MEMORIAL ROOM NARTHEX 

3 Kili & Justin Wenburg Linda & John Carllson 

10  Volunteers Needed Melissa Davis 

17 May & Ira Wierenga Sue Medsker 

24 Jane & Chuck Bauer Erica & Brent Brooks 



 

 

  



   

 

 

  



 



https://www.mealtrain.com/trains/ed3mrl/ 
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Sunday 10/20 8:30am Contemplative Worship Service Chapel 

 NO Sunday School  

10am HAW Store Open Library 

10:30am Traditional Worship Service Sanctuary, Facebook, Radio 

11:30am HAW Store Open  Library 

Monday 10/21 1-3pm 1st Pres Pickleball PEACE Gym 

1:30pm Quilters PEACE Quilting Room 

5:30pm Go & Serve meeting TBD 

6pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE NE Classroom 

7-9pm Chorus of the Plains Choir Room 

Tuesday 10/22 10:30am Staff Meeting In-person 

11:45am Habitat for Humanity Board 
Meeting 

PEACE NW Classroom 

12pm Bible Study Anderson Room 

7-8pm CCC Dog Obedience PEACE NE Classroom 

Wednesday 
10/23 

12-1pm Noonday Book Club Sbbrooks52@gmail.com for 
link 

5-7:15pm PreK-12th grade WNL various 

6:30pm Woodcarvers basement 

6:45pm Chancel Choir Choir Room 

7:30pm Chancel Bells Bell Room 

Thursday 
10/24 

12:30pm Dulcimer HCMA Room 112 

4pm-5:30pm Hastings College Choir Rehearsal Sanctuary 

5:30pm Session Meets Anderson Room 

6pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE NE Classroom 

7-8pm Cub Scouts  Scout Room 

Friday 10/25 10am Mahjong  Basement Youth Room 

Saturday 
10/26 

5:30pm Pumpkins and PJs  Fellowship Hall 

Sunday 10/27  Hastings College Sunday  

8:30am Contemplative Worship Service Chapel 

9:15am Sunday School for all ages Various 

10am HAW Store Open Library 

10:30am Traditional Worship Service Sanctuary, Facebook, Radio 

11:30am HAW Store Open Library 
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Langenberg Lesson Scholarship Applications are available on 
the shelf outside the Church Offices or on the Church website at: 

https://fpchastings.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/Langenberg-

form-Fall-2024.pdf The deadline in November 1, 2024.  

Sunday 10/27  Hastings College Sunday  

8:30am Contemplative Worship Service Chapel 

9:15am Sunday School for all ages Various 

10am HAW Store Open Library 

10:30am Traditional Worship Service Sanctuary, Facebook, Radio 

11:30am HAW Store Open Library 

Monday 10/28 1-3pm 1st Pres Pickleball PEACE Gym 

1:30pm Quilters PEACE Quilting Room 

5:30pm Foundation Board Meeting Anderson Room 

6pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE NE Gym 

7pm Chorus of the Plains Choir Room 

Tuesday 10/29 10:30am Staff Meeting In-person 

12pm Bible Study Anderson Room 

7pm CCC Dog Obedience PEACE NE Classroom 

Wednesday 10/30 12pm Noonday Book Club Sbbrooks52@gmail.com 

5-7:15pm PreK-12th grade WNL Various 

6:30pm Woodcarvers Meet Basement 

6:45pm Chancel Choir  Choir Room 

7:30pm Chancel Bells Bell Room 

Thursday 10/31 12:30pm Dulcimer HCMA Room 112 

6pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE NE Classroom 

7pm Cub Scouts Scout Room 

Friday 11/1  Langenberg 
Scholarship Applications Due 

 

10am Mahjong Basement Youth Room 

Sunday 11/3  All Saints Day  

 Daylight Saving Time Ends  

8:30am Contemporary Worship Service Chapel 

9:15am Sunday School for all ages Various 

10am HAW Store Open Library 

10:30am Traditional Worship Service Sanctuary, Facebook, Radio 

11:30am HAW Store Open Library 

https://fpchastings.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/Langenberg-form-Fall-2024.pdf
https://fpchastings.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/Langenberg-form-Fall-2024.pdf
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First Presbyterian Church 

621 N. Lincoln Ave. 
Hastings, NE 68901 

402-462-5147 

fpc@fpchastings.org 

Return Service Requested 


