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Christmas Eve Report and New Year Invitation 

 

Dear First Presbyterian Church Family: 
 

This past Christmas Eve was a beautiful testament to the joy and hope we find in 
Christ’s birth. Over the course of four services, our church welcomed 560 people in-
person and another 130 online to worship together and celebrate the coming of 
Emmanuel, God with us. Each service was a unique expression of worship, filled with 
music, candlelight, and community. 
 

At 2:30 p.m., we took the Christmas Eve service beyond our walls to the residents of 
College View Retirement Community. With our incredible organist lending her talent on 
the piano and members of our choir lifting their voices in song, it was a deeply moving 
experience. Bringing the joy of Christmas to those who might not have been able to 
attend otherwise was a beautiful reminder of the heart of our mission: to serve and love 
our neighbors. 
 

The 5:30 p.m. Family Service was brimming with energy and excitement. With more 
than 60 children in attendance, the sanctuary was alive with the wonder and joy of the 
season. From the opening notes of the prelude to the children’s laughter during the 
service, it was a celebration of the Christ child that reminded us all of the beauty of faith 
through the eyes of a child. 
 

Each of our services featured stunning music that uplifted our hearts and prepared us to 
receive the message of Christmas. The sacred moment of passing the candlelight during 
the singing of “Silent Night” was especially meaningful. As the light spread throughout 
the sanctuary, it symbolized the light of Christ that shines in the darkness, filling us with 
peace and hope. 
 

As we enter this new year, we invite you to continue worshiping with us as we grow 
together in faith. We are now in the midst of an eight-week sermon series entitled “Jesus 
Is Making Waves,” a deep dive into the stories of Jesus’ life and ministry in the Gospel of 
Luke. Through these stories, we explore why Jesus’ teachings and actions were so 
transformative in his time and continue to be today. 
 

Two weeks ago, we studied the story in Luke 2 of Jesus’ presentation in the temple as an 
infant, and the impact he made as a 12-year-old child in Jerusalem. Last week we 
studied the ministry of John the Baptist and how he called the people to “bear fruit  
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worthy of repentance.” We were invited to think about what kind of fruit our own faith is 
bearing in our lives and in the world. This week we will be studying one of my favorite 
passages in the Gospel of Luke in chapter 4. It is the start of Jesus’ earthly ministry 
when he walks in to the temple and reads the scroll quoting the prophet Isaiah: 
 

‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good 
news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and 
recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim the year 
of the Lord’s favor.” 

 

You can join us in worship on Sundays, listen to our weekly podcast, "First Thoughts," 
or take part in our Tuesday noon Bible study to explore this Gospel and discover how 
Jesus is still making waves in our lives and world today. Together, let us seek to shine 
God’s light and make waves of love and hope in our community and beyond. 
 

Your Servant in Christ, 
 

 

 

 

Pastor Greg 

 

 

 

January Ushers and Greeters 

January Ushers (Team #5) Captain – Melissa Davis, Matt Fong, Julie Thomsen, 
Justin Brader 

 

 

 

 

February (Team #6) Chanda Essink, Lynne Friedewald, Chuck Shoemaker 

February Memorial Room Narthex 

2  Julie Thomsen Melissa Davis 

9 Dan Deffenbaugh Jean Barber 

16 Kim Creech Mary Kay LaMaster 

23 Bonnie & Kenton Grams Mary Fisk 

 

January Greeters Memorial Room Narthex 

19 Roger & Karen Doerr Susie Graham 

26 Erica & Brent Brooks Susan Cole 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLrDhGgyNVayw0xXR4NvbjrLXeMyPSOsBG


 

 

 

 

Tuesday 1/14 10:30am Staff Meeting In-person 

12pm Bible Study Anderson Room 

5:30pm Congregational Life Meeting Anderson Room 

5:30pm Trustees Meeting Middle School Youth Room 

6:45pm Deacons Meeting Anderson Room 

Wednesday 
1/15 

9:30am PW Circles 1 & 2 Fellowship Hall 
12pm Noonday Book Club Sbbrooks52@gmail.com for 

link 

1-3pm Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE gym 

1:15pm PW Circle 3 Fellowship Hall 
5-7:15pm PreK-12th grade WNL Various 

6:30pm Woodcarvers meet Basement 
6:45pm Chancel Choir Choir Room 

7:30pm Chancel Bells Bell Room 

Thursday 
1/16 

12:30pm Dulcimer HCMA Room 112 

5:30pm Session Meeting Anderson Room 

6pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE NE Classroom 

7pm Cub Scouts  Scout Room 

Friday 1/17 9am Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE gym 

10am Mahjong Ladies Basement Youth Room 

Saturday 1/18  United Harvest  
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Sunday 1/19 8:30am Contemplative Worship Service Chapel 
9:15am Sunday School for all ages various 

10am HAW Store Open Library 

10:30am Traditional Worship Service Sanctuary, Facebook, Radio 

11:30am HAW Store Open Library 

Monday 1/20 Church Offices Closed- Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

9am-11am Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym 

1-3pm 1st Pres Pickleball PEACE Gym 

1:30pm Quilters PEACE Quilting Room 

5:30pm Hastings College Honor Band & 
Choir Concert 

Sanctuary 

6pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE NE Classroom 

7pm Chorus of the Plains Rehearsal Choir Room 

Tuesday 1/21 10:30am Staff Meeting In-person 

12pm Bible Study Anderson Room 

Wednesday 
1/22 

1-3pm Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym 

5-7:15pm PreK-12th Grade WNL Various 

6:30pm Woodcarvers Meet Basement 
6:45pm Chancel Choir Choir Room 

7:30pm Chancel Bells Bell Room 

Thursday 
1/23 

12:30pm Dulcimer HCMA Room 112 

6-8pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE NE Classroom 

7-8pm Cub Scouts  Scout Room 

Friday 1/24 9am Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE gym 

10am Mahjong Ladies Basement Youth Room 

Sunday 1/26 9:15am Sunday School for all ages Various  
10am HAW Store Open Library 

10:30am Traditional Worship Service Sanctuary, Facebook, Radio 

11:30am Congregational Meeting Sanctuary 



 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 



  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Presbyterian Church 

621 N. Lincoln Ave. 

Hastings, NE 68901 

402-462-5147 
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