
 

 
 
 
 

 
January 12, 2025 - 10:30 am Service 

 
 
PRELUDE   “Prelude and Fugue in G Major” Dietrich Buxtehude 
 Organist Linda Vollweiler 
 
INTROIT “Opening Prayer” (Lord, May Your Spirit Enter) Dr. Brett Epperson 
 Chancel Choir, director Dr. Brett Epperson 

 
Lord, may your spirit enter. Good Lord, guide our way.  

Lord, open up our hearts for you. Hear our prayers today. 

 
WELCOME  Greg Allen-Pickett 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP (Based on Philippians 4) Damen Jensen-Heitmann 

Rejoice in the Lord always, and again I say rejoice! 
Our joy is in the Lord, who blesses us. 
Let your gentleness and compassion show in your treatment of all people.  
The Lord is near. 
Don’t be anxious about anything; praise God and give thanks instead!  
Our praises ascend to God for the mighty things God has done. 
Then the peace of God that exceeds all understanding 
Will keep our hearts and minds focused on Christ Jesus. 
Let your praise dance and swirl in tribute to God our creator! 
Surely God blesses and saves us. Come, let us worship God! 

 
*HYMN “Rejoice, the Lord Is King!” 363 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION  

God, we confess that we have not always paid much attention to the 
ministry of John the Baptist and the baptism of Jesus but viewed it 
as a nice story that begins Jesus' ministry. We don't always see 
ourselves as standing in that long line of those marked for service, 
with John asking us about the fruits of our faith. It is easy for us to 
dismiss this as a nice story and nothing more. Yet you have called us 
by name, knowing each of us, and loving us. We are astonished by 
this. We know that we have behaved in unloving ways that do not 
promote your vision for the world. Forgive us, help us repent, turn 
us around. Help us to be people who not only recognize the light but 
who are also willing to live in that light, bringing help to others in 
your name. We pray this in the name of Jesus Christ. 

 
SILENT CONFESSION 
When has my life not reflected my faith? How can I repent? 
 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

People of God, we are known and loved by the Creator.  
We are marked as God's own to bring hope and love to others.  
Be at peace and live in hope knowing that you are forgiven and loved. 
Alleluia! Amen! 

 
*RESPONSE OF PRAISE “Glory to God” 582 
 
*PEACE OF CHRIST 
          The Peace of Christ be with you! 
         And also, with you! 
(Greet one another by sharing the Peace of Christ with those 
around you.) 
 
SHARING THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH 
 
TIME WITH CHILDREN  Rose Koepp 

While the children are coming down, the congregation will sing “Jesus Loves Me” 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION   
Living God, help us to hear your holy Word that we may truly 
understand; that, understanding, we may believe; and, that 
believing, we may follow, trusting you and seeking your honor and 
glory in all that we do. May your Word inspire us to bear the good 
fruit of our faith. Amen. 

 

 
Scan to sign-in and let 

us know you were here. 



1ST SCRIPTURE READING – Luke 3:1-14 
 
ANTHEM “Song of The Baptist” Francis Patrick O’Brien 
 

At the banks along the Jordan, crying out: 

“Prepare the way”; Washing sinners in the 

waters, calling all to God’s new day; Who is this 

in beggar’s clothing, Feasting on the desert’s 

fare? Is creation’s plan unfolding in the 

prophet’s haunting stare? 

Could this be the bless’d Messiah? Could this 

be the chosen one? No, this is the final herald 

preparing all to meet God’s Son. “I baptize you 

here with water, but there is one whom you 

must seek; He baptizes in the Spirit, Raising up 

the poor, the weak. 

 

Who will live this man’s repentance? Who will 

walk his stony way? Who will leave their hurt 

behind them? Who will greet the dawning day? 

Who will speak for silent tongues? Who will 

share the greatest myst’ry: God redeems us in a 

Son? 

Now we join with John the Baptist, we the 

heralds of this place. Now we speak for all the 

ages, ev’ry tongue, each class and race: “Lift 

your hearts and sing God’s praises; Jesus 

Christ will come again. Maranatha, he is with 

us, Faithful God until the end!” 

2nd SCRIPTURE READING – Luke 3:15-22 
 
SERMON  What kind of fruit are you bearing? Greg Allen-Pickett 
 Part of the Winter Sermon Series “Jesus is Making Waves” 
 
*HYMN “Wild and Lone the Prophet’s Voice” 163 
 
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (From the Presbyterian Church “Brief Statement of Faith”) 

In life and in death, we belong to God. 
Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit, we trust in the one triune God, the 
Holy One, whom alone we worship and serve. 
 
We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God. 
Jesus proclaimed the reign of God: 
preaching good news to the poor and release to the captives, 
teaching by word and deed and blessing the children, 
healing the sick and binding up the brokenhearted, 
eating with outcasts, forgiving sinners, 
and calling all to repent and believe the gospel. 

 
OFFERING OF GIFTS 

(All loose coins in the offering plate will be donated to the PC (USA) Hunger 
Fund.) 

You can give this morning by putting your offering in the offering plates that will be passed through 
the pews during the offertory, or you can scan the QR code or give online: 
https://fpchastings.org/give-online/      
 



OFFERTORY           “Air” from Overture D Major BWV 1068 JS Bach/arr. Bartsch 
 

*DOXOLOGY “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow” 606 
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
Your light and hope floods into our lives, O God. On this day, you 
remind us that we are marked by you to be witnesses to your light of 
new hope. May the gifts we give, the work of the church, and our 
very lives bring the light of your hope and love to those who dwell in 
darkness and despair. We ask this in Jesus' name. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen. 

 
 
*HYMN “Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing” 546 
 
*BENEDICTION AND BLESSING 
 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE “The Lord Bless You” Dr. Brett Epperson 

 
The Lord bless you, the Lord keep you, the Lord make his face to shine upon you, the Lord protect you 

and guide you in all that you do, our prayer for you. 

 
POSTLUDE Toccata on “O Worship the King” Craig A. Penfield

 
(*Indicates the congregation shall stand as they are able.) 

 
JOIN US FOR WORSHIP &  

INVITE YOUR NEIGHBORS, FAMILY, AND FRIENDS! 
 

8:30 Contemplative Worship in the Chapel 
9:15 Sunday School for All Ages! 

10:30am Traditional Worship in the Sanctuary 
 
 

10:30am Worship Broadcast live on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/fpchastings  

(Please note, you do not need a Facebook account to view the service.) 
The Worship Service can also be heard live on the radio simulcast  

on KICS 1550 AM and on 92.7FM 
 
 

http://www.facebook.com/fpchastings


THE RADIO BROADCAST is given in memory of Rev. Willard Payne by the Payne 
family. 
 
THE FLOWERS are given by First Presbyterian Church of Hastings.  
 
NURSERY Kim Bogan, Kade Jorgensen 
 
ACOLYTES Molly Gosda, Maddie Gosda 
 
JANUARY USHERS (Team #5) Captain – Melissa Davis, Matt Fong, Julie 
Thomsen, Justin Brader 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

January Greeters Memorial Room Narthex 

12 Lesa & Steve Cropley Daveta and Dick Brader 

19 Roger & Karen Doerr Susie Graham 

26 Erica & Brent Brooks Susan Cole 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday 1/12 8:30am Contemplative Worship Service Chapel 

9:15am Sunday School for all ages Various 

10am HAW Store Open Library 

10:30am Traditional Worship Service Sanctuary, Facebook, Radio 

11:30am Go & Serve Luncheon Fellowship Hall 

11:30am HAW Store Open Library 

Monday 1/13 9am-11am Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE gym 

1-3pm 1st Pres Pickleball PEACE gym 

1:30pm Quilters PEACE gym 

6pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE NE classroom 

7-9pm Chorus of the Plains Rehearsal Choir Room 

Tuesday 1/14 10:30am Staff Meeting In-person 

12pm Bible Study Anderson Room 

5:30pm Congregational Life Meeting Anderson Room 

5:30pm Trustees Meeting Middle School Youth Room 

6:45pm Deacons Meeting Anderson Room 

Wednesday 
1/15 

9:30am PW Circles 1 & 2 Fellowship Hall 

12pm Noonday Book Club Sbbrooks52@gmail.com for 
link 

1-3pm Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE gym 

1:15pm PW Circle 3 Fellowship Hall 

5-7:15pm PreK-12th grade WNL Various 

6:30pm Woodcarvers meet Basement 

6:45pm Chancel Choir Choir Room 

7:30pm Chancel Bells Bell Room 

Thursday 
1/16 

12:30pm Dulcimer HCMA Room 112 

5:30pm Session Meeting Anderson Room 

6pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE NE Classroom 

7pm Cub Scouts  Scout Room 

Friday 1/17 9am Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE gym 

10am Mahjong Ladies Basement Youth Room 

Saturday 1/18  United Harvest  

Sunday 1/19 8:30am Contemplative Worship Service Chapel 

9:15am Sunday School for all ages various 

10am HAW Store Open Library 

10:30am Traditional Worship Service Sanctuary, Facebook, Radio 

11:30am HAW Store Open Library 

mailto:Sbbrooks52@gmail.com


 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 


