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Our Call to Welcome 
"Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of 
God." – Romans 15:7 
 
Dear First Presbyterian Church Family: 
 
At First Presbyterian Church of Hastings, we believe that welcome is at the heart of our 
faith. Our mission statement affirms this: 
"Welcoming all; 
Living the love of God and neighbor; 
Seeking to transform ourselves, our community, and our world to be more 
Christ-like through service, worship, prayer, education, and fellowship." 
 
Welcoming all is not just a statement—it’s something we live out in intentional ways, 
both big and small. 
 
One simple but meaningful way we extend 
welcome is through our friendship pads in 
the pews. These were set aside during 
COVID-19, but a few months ago, we brought 
them back. As your pastor, I realize I’ve been 
remiss in reminding us to use them! Signing 
in and passing the pad back down the pew is 
more than just a formality—it’s an 
opportunity to learn names, recognize 
visitors, and build community. In a 
congregation of over 500 members, there 
may be someone in your pew you’ve never 
met. A name learned today may become a 
familiar face tomorrow. 
 
Another way we stay connected is through our church directory. Before COVID-19, 
we transitioned to a digital directory, which many of us access conveniently from an app 
on our phones. However, we also know that a printed version can be helpful. If you’d 
like to install the digital directory app on your phone, or you’d like a paper copy of the 
church directory, our office manager, Melissa, is happy to help! Just stop by the church 
office and we will make sure you can stay connected with your church family. 
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Let us strive to be a church that truly welcomes all—not just in words, but in action. 
Whether through a simple signature in a friendship pad or a directory that helps us stay 
connected, we have daily opportunities to love our neighbors. 
 
May we always be a community that reflects Christ’s love, offering a warm welcome to 
all who enter our doors. 
 
Your servant in Christ, 

 
 
 

Pastor Greg 

 

 

February Ushers and Greeters 

 

February Ushers (Team #6) Chanda Essink, Lynne Friedewald, Chuck Shoemaker 

 

 

 

 

 

March Ushers and Greeters 

 

March Ushers (Team 1) Captain – Chuck Hastings, Elaine Specht, Kim Creech 

February Greeters Memorial Room Narthex 

16 Kim Creech Mary Kay LaMaster 

23 Bonnie & Kenton Grams Mary Fisk 

March Greeters Memorial Room Narthex 

2 May & Ira Wierenga Katharine Davis 

9 Gifts of Women Sunday Gifts of Women Sunday 

16 Margaret & Charles Hermes Sue Medsker 

23 Kathy Utter Melissa Davis 

30 Clyde Sachtleben & Carolyn Nowka Volunteers Needed 



 

 

  



  



 

 



 

 

 

  

Tuesday 2/11 10:30am Staff Meeting in-person 
12pm Bible Study Anderson Room 
5:30pm Congregational Life Meeting Anderson Room 
5:30pm Trustee’s Meet Middle School Youth Room 
6pm Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE gym 
6:45pm Deacons Anderson Room 
7pm CCC Dog Obedience PEACE NE Classroom 

Wednesday 
2/12 

12pm Noonday Book Club sbbrooks52@gmail.com for 

link 

1pm Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE gym 
5pm-7:15pm PreK-12th Grade WNL Various 
6:30pm Woodcarvers Basement 
6:45pm Chancel Choir practice Choir Room 
7:30pm Chancel Bells practice Bell Room 

Thursday 2/13 12:30pm Dulcimer HCMA Room 112 
5:30pm Columbarium Committee  Anderson Room 
6pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE NE Classroom 
6pm Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym 
6pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE NE Classroom 
7pm Cub Scouts Scout Room 

Friday 2/14 9am Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE gym 
10am Mahjong Basement Youth Room 
4pm Jr. High Retreat   

Saturday 2/15  United Harvest  
Sunday 2/16 8:30am Contemplative Worship Service Chapel 

9:15-10:15am Sunday School for all ages various 
10am HAW Store Open Library 
10:30am Traditional Worship Service Sanctuary, Facebook, Radio 
11:30am HAW Store Open Library 
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The Church Offices will be closed on Monday, 2/17/2025 

in observance of President’s Day 

  

Sunday 2/16 8:30am Contemplative Worship Service Chapel 
9:15-10:15a Sunday School for all ages various 
10am HAW Store Open Library 
10:30am Traditional Worship Service Sanctuary, Facebook, Radio 
11:30am HAW Store Open Library 

Monday 2/17 Church Office Closed-President’s Day 
9am-11am Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym 
1-3pm 1st Pres Pickleball PEACE Gym 
1:30pm Quilters PEACE quilting room 
6pm Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym 
6-8pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE NE Classroom 
7-9pm Chorus of the Plains Rehearsal Choir Room  

Tuesday 2/18 10:30am Staff Meeting In-person 
12pm Bible Study Anderson Room 
6-9pm Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE gym 
7-8pm CCC Dog Obedience PEACE NE Classroom 

Wednesday 2/19 9:30am PW Circles 1 & 2 Fellowship Hall 
12pm Noonday Book Club Sbbrooks52@gmail.com for 

link 
1pm Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE gym 
1:15pm PW Circle 3 Fellowship Hall 
5-7:15pm PreK-12th grade WNL Various 
6:30pm Woodcarvers Basement 
6:45pm Chancel Choir Choir Room 
7:30pm Chancel Bells Bell Room 

Thursday 2/20 12:30pm Dulcimer HCMA Room 112 
5:30pm Session Meets Anderson Room 
6pm Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE gym 
6pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE NE Classroom 
7pm Cub Scouts Scout Room 

Friday 2/21 9am Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE gym 
10am Mahjong Ladies Basement Youth Room 
11am PEO-G Fellowship Hall 
4pm SCDHD Meeting Fellowship Hall 

Saturday 2/22 1pm Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE gym 
Sunday 2/23 8:30am Contemplative Worship Service Chapel 

9:15am Sunday School for all ages Various 
10am HAW Store Open Library 
10:30am Traditional Worship Service Sanctuary, Facebook, Radio 
11:30am HAW Store Open Library 
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LANGENBERG LESSON SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM was established to 

encourage the youth of our church in their musical pursuits through the generosity 

of the late Luella Langenberg. 

• Parents of students in grades 1-12 may apply for up to $250 per semester to offset 
the cost of private music instruction. Grants are limited to one per child. 

• Areas of study include piano, voice, guitar, or any band/orchestral instrument. 
• Parents must be members of First Presbyterian Church, and students must be 

active participants in the church choir/music program. 
Application forms are available in the church office and on the church website. 

• DEADLINE FOR THE Spring 2025 GRANT PROGRAM IS April 1, 2025. 
• GRANTS ARE RENEWABLE; PARENTS MUST RE-APPLY EACH SEMESTER. 
Applications are available on the shelf outside the Church Offices or on the Church 

website at:  

 https://fpchastings.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/Langenberg-form-Spring-

2025.pdf 

 

 

 

https://fpchastings.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/Langenberg-form-Spring-2025.pdf
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First Presbyterian Church 

621 N. Lincoln Ave. 

Hastings, NE 68901 

402-462-5147 

fpc@fpchastings.org 

Return Service Requested 


