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“The Most Hopeful Image in the World” 
 
Dear First Presbyterian Church Family: 
 
This Easter Sunday, the sanctuary at First 
Presbyterian Church of Hastings rang 
with joy, light, and celebration as more 
than 500 people gathered in-person and 
online for our 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. 
services. With glorious music led by our 
amazing organist Linda, the Chancel 
Choir, and the Cathedral Brass, we 
proclaimed once again the central hope of 
our faith: Christ is risen! He is risen 
indeed! 
 
From the first notes of the prelude to the final “Amen,” and the singing of the 
“Hallelujah Chorus” from Handel’s Messiah, the worship was filled with the beauty and 
power of the resurrection story. Brass and organ resounded. Voices lifted in praise. 
Lilies adorned the sanctuary. And together, we remembered that death does not have 
the final word. 
 
My sermon, titled “The Most Hopeful Image in the World,” drew from the resurrection 
story in Luke 24 and the soaring promises of Isaiah 40. I shared a childhood memory of 
watching eagles soar above the ponderosa pines of northern Arizona—free, strong, 
unshaken. That image of the eagle, long associated with hope and renewal, became a 
central thread in the message. “Those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength,” 
Isaiah writes. “They will soar on wings like eagles.” 
 
But I also acknowledged that hope is not always easy to find. The women at the tomb on 
that first Easter morning were not expecting resurrection. They were grieving, 
exhausted, and prepared to anoint Christ’s dead body. But instead, they found an empty 
tomb—and heard the most hope-filled words in all of history: “He is not here. He has 
risen!” 
 
In that moment, despair turned into testimony. The grief of Friday was answered with 
the joy of Sunday. And the most hopeful image in the world—a stone rolled away—
reminds us that no burden is too great, no valley too deep, no sin too heavy for the God 
who raised Jesus from the dead.  
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In my sermon I reminded us: “Resurrection is not simply a metaphor or a feel-good 
ending tacked onto a tragic story. It is the very real and world-changing declaration 
that God’s love is stronger than death.” 
 
So, whether you are weary or joyful, full of faith or just hanging on by a thread—know 
this: the tomb is empty. Christ is alive. And because he lives, there is always hope. 
 
We are so grateful to all who helped make our Easter worship so meaningful—
musicians, ushers, greeters, our tech team, all those behind the scenes, and everyone 
who joined us to celebrate. I also want to thank Rose Koepp, our Director of Christian 
Education, who has stepped up while Pastor Damen is out on paternity leave. Rose is 
taking seminary classes and was able to put what she is learning into practice during 
Holy Week and Easter and did a great job helping to lead our worship services. 
 
May the hope of the resurrection and the empty tomb continue to lift us in the days 
ahead, just like eagles on the wind. Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! 
 
Your Servant in Christ,  

 
 
 

Pastor Greg 

 

Ushers and Greeters 
 

April Ushers (Team 2) Captain – Duane Huber, Steve Illingworth, Lois 

Hafer, Dick & Daveta Brader 
 

Greeters 

 

 

 

May Ushers (Team #3) Captain – Dave Fisher, Andrew Barrows, Phil Odom, 

Doug Soderquist 

Greeters 

  

April  Memorial Room Narthex 

27 Mary Kay LaMaster Melissa Davis 

May Memorial Room Narthex 

4 Daveta & Dick Brader Lynette & Paul Krieger 

11 Kili & Justin Wenburg Carolyn & Rich McKenzie 

18 Ginny & Will Locke Dixie & Gale McDonald 

25 Jane & Chuck Bauer Sue Medsker 



 



  



 

Tuesday 4/22 11am Victoria Nieves Memorial Service 
with luncheon to follow 

Sanctuary (Memorial Service) 

Luncheon (Fellowship Hall) 
11:45 am Habitat for Humanity Board Room 203 
2pm Staff meeting In-person 
5:30pm Columbarium Meeting Anderson Room 
5:30pm Rain Garden Committee Fellowship Hall 
6pm Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym 
7pm CCC Dog Obedience PEACE NE Classroom 

Wednesday 
4/23 

12pm Noonday Book Club Sbbrooks52@gmail.com for 
link 

5-7:15pm PreK-12th WNL Various 
5-7pm Adult Game Night Fellowship Hall 
5:30pm Session Meets with Confirmands Confirmation Room 
6:30pm Woodcarvers Meet basement 
6:45pm Chancel Choir practice Choir Room 
7:30pm Chancel Bells practice Bell Room 

Thursday 4/24 12:30pm Dulcimer HCMA Room 112 
6-8pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE NE Classroom 
6-9pm Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym 
7pm Cub Scouts Scout Room 

Friday 4/25 10am Mahjong Ladies Basement Youth Room 
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Saturday 4/27  Faith & Science Sunday  
8:30am Contemplative Worship Service Chapel 
9:15-10:15am Sunday School for all ages Various 
10-10:30am HAW Store Open Library 
10:30am Traditional Worship Service Sanctuary 
11:30am HAW Store Open Library 
3pm Faith & Science Lecture by 

Clay Anderson 
Fellowship Hall 

Monday 4/28 9-11am Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym 
1-3pm 1st Pres Pickleball PEACE Gym 
1:30pm Quilters PEACE Quilting Room 
5:30pm Foundation Board Meeting Anderson Room 
6-9pm Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym 
6-8pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE NE Classroom 
7-9pm Chorus of the Plains Choir Room 

Tuesday 4/29 10:30am Staff Meeting In-person 
12pm Bible Study Anderson Room 
6pm Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym 
7-8pm CCC Dog Obedience PEACE NE Classroom 

Wednesday 
4/30 

12pm Noonday Book Club Sbbrooks52@gmail.com for 
link 

5-7:15pm PreK-12th Grade WNL Various 
5-7pm Adult Game Night Fellowship Hall 
6:30pm Woodcarvers Meet Basement 
6:45pm Chancel Choir Choir Room 
7:30pm Chancel Bells Bell Room 

Thursday 5/1 12:30pm Dulcimer HCMA Room 112 
5:30pm Global Mission Committee Anderson Room 
6pm-9pm Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym 
6-8pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE NE Classroom 
7-8pm Cub Scouts Scout Room 

Friday 5/2 9am Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym 
10am Mahjong Ladies Basement Youth Room 
12pm Church Women United Fellowship Hall 

Sunday 5/4  Confirmation Sunday  
8:30am Contemplative Worship Service Chapel 
9:15am Sunday School for all ages Various 
10am HAW Store Open Library 
10:30am Traditional Worship Service Sanctuary, Facebook, Radio 
11:30am HAW Store Open Library 
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JOIN US FOR THE SECOND ANNUAL 

SACHTLEBEN-THROCKMORTON 

FAITH AND SCIENCE SYMPOSIUM 
 

Astronaut and Hastings College Alum Clayton 

Anderson will be joining us at First Presbyterian 

Church of Hastings on Sunday 4/27 for an 

exciting conversation, worship service, and free 

public lecture about the complementary 

relationship between faith and science. 

 

Anderson graduated cum laude with a Bachelor 

of Science degree in Physics from Hastings 

College, Nebraska, in 1981. He had Dr. 

Sachtleben and Dr. Throckmorton as his 

professors. He went on to work for NASA as an 

engineer for 15 years and then became an 

astronaut for 15 years, going on two space 

flights, and spending 167 days in space. 

 

Anderson will talk about his time as a scientist and astronaut and how that connects with his faith. “To see 

God’s creation from that vantage point did give me a different perspective. What I really took away from this 

experience was that my life and all its accomplishments are gifts from God. And viewing Earth from space 

showed me that none of this is random. My faith was only strengthened by my time in outer space.” 

 

Schedule for Sunday, 4/27 

9:15am Conversation at the Adult Ed Forum in the Fellowship Hall 

10:30am Worship with a reflection by Clay Anderson in the Sanctuary 

3:00pm Free Public Lecture in the Sanctuary  



2025 Easter Lilies 

In Memory Of: 
Jake & Marietta Vollweiler given by Linda Vollweiler 
Walter & Lula Buhr given by John & Linda Carllson 
Dean Pickett given by the Allen-Pickett family 
Our Grandparents given by the Allen-Pickett family 
Ome & Honor Shoemaker given by the Shoemaker/Friedewald family 
Al & Dorothy Friedewald given by the Shoemaker/Friedewald family 
Rogene Wenburg given by Justin, Kili, Carter, and Selah Wenburg 
Jack & Barbara Stinson given by Julie Thomsen 
Stephanie Pershing given by John & Cathy Pershing 
Our Parents given by John & Cathy Pershing 
Brandon Brader given by Dick & Daveta Brader 
Our Parents given by Dick & Daveta Brader 
My Parents, Dale & Pauline Moomey given by Marilyn Nielsen 
Gretchen & Hal Lainson given by the Hermes, Olsen, Bliss, and Overmiller families 
Mark Bliss given by the Jorn Olsen family 
Virginia & Roger Davis given by Pamela & Peter Lainson and family 
Phyllis & John Lainson given by Pamela & Peter Lainson and family 
Gretchen & Hal Lainson given by Pamela & Peter Lainson and family 
Our Parents given by Doug & Marnie Soderquist 
Julie Soderquist given by her family 
Bob Foote given by the Foote family 
Our Parents given by Mike & Carol Kleppinger 
Merle & Annabelle Hafer and Boyd & Mary Lou Leymaster given by Charlie & 
Lois Hafer 
David E. Northrop given by the Northrop family 
Frank W. Northrop given by the Northrop family 
Michele L. Northrop given by the Northrop family 
Ryan Struss given by Kathy & Gayle Struss 
Mark Bliss given by Steph, Lauren, Matt, Rosie, Hal, and Bliss 
Mike Kneale and Richard Reimer given by Curtis & Kathy Reimer 
Our Parents given by Carolyn & Richard McKenzie 
Our Parents given by Colleen & George Adam 
Our Parents and daughter Nicole given by Deb & Byron Jensen 
Howard & Helen Mathews given by Susan, William, Eleanor, Laura Kate, and 
Meredith Oliver 
Ken Stein given by Bev, Kim, Brooks, Briella, and Justin 
Willard & Della Stein and Lyle Davis given by the Stein & Davis family 
 

 

  



2025 Easter Lilies 

In Honor Of: 
Susan and Neal Hoff given by your grandchildren 
FPC Hastings Church Family given by the Allen-Pickett family 
FPC Staff given by the Allen-Pickett family 
FPC Volunteers given by the Allen-Pickett family 
Our Parents given by the Allen-Pickett family 
The Lunstrums given by the Allen-Pickett family 
FPC Staff given by John & Cathy Pershing 
Our 3 Children, Dara, Mike, and Doug given by Don & Marie Rasmussen 
Our Children and Grandchildren given by Charlie & Lois Hafer 
Mary M. Northrop given by John Northrop 
Justin & Kili Wenburg given by John Northrop 
Our Children, Scott & April, Ross & Melissa, and grandchildren, Emily, 
Evan, Jeremy, and Eli given by Kathy & Gayle Struss 
Patty Kneale and Judy Reimer given by Curtis & Kathy Reimer 
David William Jensen-Heitmann given by Deb & Byron Jensen 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Presbyterian Church 

621 N. Lincoln Ave. 

Hastings, NE 68901 

402-462-5147 

fpc@fpchastings.org 

Return Service Requested 


