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Walk with Jesus and your Church Family for Palm Sunday and Holy Week: 
Opportunities to engage at First Presbyterian Church of Hastings 

 

Dear First Presbyterian Church Family: 
 

As we draw near to Palm Sunday and Holy Week, we invite you to be part of this sacred journey 
through worship, music, prayer, service, and reflection. Whether you’ve walked this path many 
times before or are experiencing it anew, the next two weeks offer rich opportunities to engage 
deeply in the life of our church. 
 

Palm Sunday – April 13 

Celebrate Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem with palms and praise! 
• Sunday Worship at 8:30am and 10:30am  

At the 10:30am service, children are invited to participate in the palm processional—
come a few minutes early to receive your palm branch and parade up and down the aisles 
as we sing HOSANNA! 

 

Holy Week Worship & Events: 
 

Prayer Monday – April 14, 6:30-8pm (Via phone) 

Our Deacons, Session, and Church Staff will call every family in the church to collect prayer 
requests, pray with our church members, and share details about Holy Week. If your phone 
rings between 6:30-8pm on Monday, answer it! 
 

Maundy Thursday – April 17, 7:15pm (Memorial Room) 

A contemplative service with communion, remembering the Last Supper. We’ll gather around 
the Lord’s table and reflect on Jesus’ command to love one another. The Chancel Choir will offer 
special music. 
 

Good Friday – April 18, 7:00pm (Sanctuary) 

Through scripture, silence, and music, we will journey to the cross and hold space for the sorrow 
and mystery of Good Friday. Pastor Damen will lead this service on guitar. 
 

Prayer Vigil in the Chapel – April 18 – April 20 (Chapel or at Home) 

We will hold a prayer vigil from the close of Good Friday worship until Easter morning. Sign up 
for an hour timeslot to pray in the Chapel (or at home) during this time at this link: 
https://bit.ly/ChapelVigil  
 

Easter Sunday – April 20 (Sanctuary) 

Celebrate the resurrection of Jesus Christ with joy and hope! 
• Worship at 8:30 and 10:30am (Sanctuary & Livestream) 

With brass, choir, our tradition of singing the “Hallelujah Chorus” from Handel’s 
Messiah, and the great good news: Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! 
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https://bit.ly/ChapelVigil


Other Ways to Engage in our Easter Journey over the next two weeks: 
• Saturday April 12, 9am-12pm – Church Workday 

o Join your church family to help clean our church grounds. Bring gloves and 
garden tools and help us beautify our church campus for Palm Sunday and 
Easter!  

• Saturday, April 19, 9am-12pm – United Harvest Food Distribution 

o Help us feed our hungry neighbors with a food distribution in the PEACE Center 
parking lot. 

• Watch the First Thoughts Podcast to reflect on the Palm Sunday and Holy 
Week Scriptures: 
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLrDhGgyNVayw0xXR4NvbjrLXeMyPSOsBG&featur
e=shared  

• Continue reading our Lenten Devotional Guide: https://bit.ly/FPCHLent2025  
• Invite a friend or neighbor to worship—Holy Week is a beautiful time to extend a 

warm invitation. 
• Pray with us—take time each day to reflect on the passion, death, and resurrection of 

Jesus. 
 

Let this Holy Week be a time of transformation as we walk with Christ from palms to passion, 
from cross to resurrection. Come, be part of the story! 
 

Your Servant in Christ, 
 

 

 

 

Pastor Greg 

 

 

 

 

 

April Ushers and Greeters 

April Ushers (Team 2) Captain – Duane Huber, Steve Illingworth, Daveta Brader, 
Lois Hafer, Dick Brader 

April Greeters Memorial Room Narthex 

13 Jan Ham Mary Kay LaMaster 

Easter  8:30 a.m.   20 Volunteers Needed Volunteers Needed 

Easter  10:30 a.m.    20 Jan Bolliger Jill Kramer 

27 Melissa Davis Volunteers Needed 

https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLrDhGgyNVayw0xXR4NvbjrLXeMyPSOsBG&feature=shared
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLrDhGgyNVayw0xXR4NvbjrLXeMyPSOsBG&feature=shared
https://bit.ly/FPCHLent2025


Easter Greeters needed: We are in need of Greeters for the 8:30 a.m. service on 
Easter. Please let Melissa (melissa@fpchastings.org or 402-462-5147) know if you are 
able to help out. Thank you! 
 

Easter Ushers needed: We are in need of Ushers for the 8:30 a.m. service on 
Easter. Please let Melissa (melissa@fpchastings.org or 402-462-5147) know if you are 
able to help out. Thank you! 

 

Noonday Book Group 
The Noonday Book Group will begin discussion of Paula Fredriksen’s 
book Ancient Christianities: The First Five Hundred Years beginning 
April 2nd. Dr. Dan Deffenbaugh will lead the weekly conversations online. 
All are welcome to login at 11:55 a.m. every Wednesday.  
Please contact Sharon Brooks at sbbrooks52@gmail.com for more 
information about connecting online. 
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Tuesday 4/8 10:30am Staff Meeting In-person 

12pm Bible Study Anderson Room 

5:30pm Congregational Life Meeting Anderson Room 

5:30pm Trustee Meeting Middle School Youth Room 

6-9pm Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym 

6:45pm Deacons Anderson Room 

7pm CCC Dog Obedience PEACE NE Classroom 

Wednesday 
4/9 

12pm Noonday Book Club Sbbrooks52@gmail.com for 
link 

5-7:15pm PreK-12th Grade WNL Various 

5-7pm Adult Game Night Meal-5pm-5:30pm;  
Games-5:30pm-7pm 

Fellowship Hall 
6:30pm Woodcarvers Meet Basement 
6:45pm Chancel Choir Choir Room 

7:30pm Chancel Bells Bell Room 

Thursday 
4/10 

12:30pm Dulcimer HCMA Room 112 

6pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE NE Classroom 

6pm-9pm Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym 

7pm Cub Scouts  Scout Room 

Friday 4/11 9am-11am Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym 

10am Mahjong Ladies Basement Youth Room 

Saturday 4/12 9am-12pm Church Work Day  
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Sunday 4/13 Palm Sunday 

8:30am Contemplative Worship Service Chapel 
9:15am Sunday School for all ages Various 

10am HAW Store Open Library 

10:30am Traditional Worship Service Sanctuary, Facebook, Radio 

11:30am HAW Store Open Library 

Monday 4/14 9am-11am Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym 

1-3pm 1st Pres. Pickleball PEACE Gym 

1:30pm Quilters PEACE Quilting Room 

6-8pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE NE Classroom 

6:30-8pm Prayer Calls  

6-9pm Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym 

7-9pm Chorus of the Plains Choir Room 

Tuesday 4/15 10:30am Staff Meeting In-person 

12pm Bible Study Anderson Room 

6-9pm Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym 

7-8pm CCC Dog Obedience PEACE NE Classroom 

Wednesday 4/16 9:30am PW Circles 1 & 2 Fellowship Hall 
12pm Noonday Book Club Sbbrooks52@gmail.com for 

the link 

1:15pm PW Circle 3 Fellowship Hall 
5-7:15pm PreK-12th Grade WNL Various 

5-7pm Adult Game Night Meal-5pm-5:30pm 

Games-5:30pm-7pm 

Fellowship Hall 
6:30pm Woodcarvers Basement 
6:45pm Chancel Choir  Choir Room 

7:30pm Chancel Bells Bell Room 

Thursday 4/17 12:30pm Dulcimer HCMA Room 112 

6-9pm Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym 

6-8pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE Gym 

7:15pm Maundy Thursday Service Memorial Room 

7-8pm Cub Scouts  Scout Room 

Friday 4/18 9am-11am Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym 

10am-12pm Mahjong Ladies Basement Youth Room 

7pm Good Friday Service Sanctuary 

8pm-11:59pm Prayer Vigil Chapel or Home 

Saturday 4/19 12am-
11:59pm 

Prayer Vigil Chapel or Home 

9:30-11:30am United Harvest PEACE Center 

Sunday 4/20 Easter 

12am-8am Prayer Vigil Chapel or Home 

8:30am Easter Service  Sanctuary 

10am HAW Store Open Library 

10:30am Traditional Worship Service Sanctuary, Facebook, Radio 
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The South Heartland District Health Department is pleased to offer FREE workshops 

options to support efforts to strengthen adolescent digital wellbeing. Erin Walsh M.A. from 

Spark & Stitch Institute, will explain brain science and research related to child and 

adolescent development. Erin uses easy-to-understand language and will cut through 

conflicting Information about kids and technology. 

Erin Walsh’s workshops are designed for anyone that strives to enrich the lives of youth of 
all ages. 

 

 The workshops options are listed below: 

 

 iBrain: Learning in the Age of Distractions 

Educator Workshop, Ideal for all Types of Educators 

4:00 - 5:30pm, Thursday, April 10th, Hastings City Auditorium, 400 N Hastings Ave, 

Hastings, NE 

  

It’s Complicated: Kids, Teens, Screens, and Mental Health 

Community Keynote, For Parents and Youth Serving Professionals 

6:30 - 8:00pm, Thursday, April 10th, Hastings City Auditorium, 400 N Hastings Ave, 

Hastings, NE 

  

Status Update: Adolescents, Technology, and Mental Health 

Professional Development Workshop for Mental Health Professionals and Youth Workers 

10:00 - 12:00pm, Friday, April 11th, YWCA Adams County, 2525 West 2nd Street, Hastings, 

NE 

 

The complete workshop flier and registration can be found attached or 

at: https://tinyurl.com/y5ksft7a.  Please pass this information on to the appropriate staff, 

community members, parents, and grandparents in your area! If there is anyone that you 

would like me to send this information to, please let me know. 

 

For more information or if you have any questions, contact me, Chris Junker at South 

Heartland District Health Department,  402-462-6211, chris.junker@shdhd.ne.gov. 

 

March Communion Offering Update 

We are pleased to announce that the March communion offering raised a total of 
$1,095, which will benefit the enCourage Community Safety Team. This generous 
contribution will go towards supporting their vital work in our community. 
 

The Church Offices will be closed on Monday, April 21 in 
observance of Easter Monday. 

https://tinyurl.com/y5ksft7a
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EASTER LILIES 2025 

Easter Lilies are $12 each. Monies raised above the cost will be donated to 
Leapfrog Village, a free early childhood family engagement program that 
provides meals, fun activities, and access to resources so that families can 
focus their time, hearts, and attention on engaging with each other and 
strengthening their relationships. 

Lily in memory of: __________________________________________ 

Lily in honor of:_____________________________________________ 

Given by:________________________________________________________________ 

I will take my Lily home after the Easter Sunday services:   ☐ Yes         ☐ No 

I will leave my Lily at the church:                                               ☐ Yes         ☐ No 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Presbyterian Church 

621 N. Lincoln Ave. 

Hastings, NE 68901 

402-462-5147 

fpc@fpchastings.org 

Return Service Requested 


