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Always Drawing the Welcome Circle Wider: Reflections from Acts 8 & 15 

 

Dear First Presbyterian Church Family: 
 
Over the last two weeks, we explored a foundational theme of the early church—how the Holy 
Spirit constantly pushed the boundaries of belonging, expanding the welcome circle of God’s 
people. From the wilderness road in Acts 8 to the council chambers in Acts 15, we witnessed a 
church learning, listening, and ultimately choosing grace over gatekeeping. And through it all, 
we were reminded of our own call to be a church that is always drawing the welcome circle 
wider. 
 
On May 11, we heard the remarkable story of Philip and the Ethiopian eunuch—a story that 
begins not in a synagogue or sanctuary, but on a desert road. There, Philip meets someone who, 
by every religious and societal standard of the time, did not belong. The Ethiopian eunuch was 
an outsider’s outsider. And yet, the Holy Spirit led Philip specifically to him, not with answers, 
but with a question: “Do you understand what you’re reading?” It was a conversation, not a 
lecture. A shared chariot ride, not a sermon from a distance. And when the eunuch asked, “What 
is to prevent me from being baptized?” the answer from the Spirit was clear: Nothing. 
 
Then, on May 18, we fast-forwarded to Acts 15 and the Council of Jerusalem—a pivotal moment 
when the early church had to decide: would Gentile believers be required to meet certain 
conditions (like circumcision) before they could be fully included? Or could they belong simply 
by grace? After deep listening and testimony from Peter, Paul, and James, the church came to a 
bold conclusion: God’s welcome precedes our approval. And the circle was drawn wider still. 
 
These scriptures aren’t just ancient stories; they are blueprints for the church today. They 
remind us that God’s Spirit leads us not inward toward sameness, but outward toward 
difference—toward people who’ve been told they don’t belong, toward those on the margins. 
 
Here at First Presbyterian Church, we are striving to live into that call in tangible ways. One of 
the most vibrant expressions of our welcome is the PEACE Center, where we are practicing 
radical hospitality every week: 

• Through feeding ministries like Hearts and Hands against Hunger, United Harvest, and 
the Hastings Community Food Pantry, we share food with neighbors near and far and 
from all walks of life—no questions asked. There is no “us and them” as we seek to feed 
our hungry neighbors—just us. 

• Our community partnerships with the Raices de mi Pueblo folkloric dance troupe and 
the South Heartland District Health Department continue to serve immigrants, refugees, 
and neighbors navigating economic or cultural barriers. 
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• Our educational partnerships with Central Community College, the Hastings Public 
Schools Summer Music Program, and more provide we space and welcome to many in 
the community. 

• Every time we open our doors at the PEACE Center or in the church—whether for 
worship, music, service, or study—we affirm this truth, we are called to draw the 
welcome circle wider still. 
 

In a polarized world where it’s easy to draw 
lines, Jesus calls us to erase those lines—to 
extend the table, to expand the invitation, to 
widen the welcome. I’ve always loved how this 
cartoon drawn by Rev. David Hayward, a 
pastor in Canada, represents the call from 
Jesus to always invite more people in. 
 
May we, like the early church, be courageous 
enough to listen deeply, love boldly, and say 
with joy: There is nothing to prevent you from 
being part of our community, nothing to stop 
you from belonging. Nothing to block the 
grace of God. 
 
Let us be a church that remembers who we 
are: people welcomed by grace, shaped by 
love, and sent by the Spirit. Let us be a church 
that is always—always—drawing the welcome 
circle wider. 
 
Your Servant in Christ, 

 
 
 
 

Pastor Greg 
 

 

 

May Ushers and Greeters 

May Ushers (Team #3) Captain – Dave Fisher, Andrew Barrows, Phil Odom, 
Doug Soderquist 

May Greeters 

 

 

 

May Memorial Room Narthex 

25 Jane & Chuck Bauer Sue Medsker 



June Ushers and Greeters 

June Ushers (Team #4) Captain – George Howard, Susie Graham, Dixie 
McDonald, Gale McDonald 

June Greeters 

 

 

 

 

June Greeters Memorial Room  Narthex 

1 Connie & Richard McClenahan Andrew Barrows 

8 May & Ira Wierenga Kim Hermann 

15 Brent & Erica Brooks Carol & Jim Harrenstein 

22 John & Linda Carllson Melissa Davis 

29 Karen & Roger Doerr Volunteers Needed 

Tuesday 5/20 10:30am Staff Meeting In-person 
 12pm Bible Study Anderson Room 
 7-8pm CCC Dog Obedience PEACE NE Classroom 
Wednesday 5/21 9:30am PW Circles 1 & 2 Fellowship Hall 
 12pm Noonday Book Club Sbbrooks52@gmail.com for 

link 
 1:15pm PW Circle 3 Fellowship Hall 
 6:30pm Woodcarvers Basement 
Thursday 5/22 12:30pm Dulcimer HCMA Room 112 
 6-8pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE NE Classroom 
 7pm Cub Scouts  Scout Room 
Friday 5/23 10am Mahjong Ladies Basement Youth Room 
Sunday 5/25 10am HAW Store Open Library 
 10:30am Traditional Worship Service Sanctuary, Facebook, Radio 
 11:30am HAW Store Open Library 
Monday 5/26  Church Offices Closed-Memorial Day  
Tuesday 5/27 10:30am Staff Meeting In-person 
 11:45am Habitat for Humanity Board Room 202 
 12pm Bible Study Anderson Room 
 7pm CCC Dog Obedience PEACE NE Classroom 
Wednesday 
5/28 

12pm Noonday Book Club Sbbrooks52@gmail.com for 
link 

 6:30pm Woodcarvers Meet Basement 
Thursday 5/29 12:30pm Dulcimer HCMA Room 112 
 6pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE NE Classroom 
 7-8pm Cub Scouts Scout Room 
Friday 5/30 10am Mahjong Ladies Basement Youth Room 
Sunday 6/1 10am HAW Store Open Library 
 10:30am Traditional Worship Service Sanctuary, Facebook, Radio 
 11:30am HAW Store Open Library 
 5-7pm Elementary Movie Club Basement Youth Room 

mailto:Sbbrooks52@gmail.com
mailto:Sbbrooks52@gmail.com


   



 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Relay For Life 

Relay for Life has been a way for our church family to remember loved 

ones we have lost to cancer and to honor those who have survived. At 

the same time we support the American Cancer Society. 

Luminaries can be purchased by filling out a form and submitting it 

with your donation ($10 each) to our First Presbyterian Church team 

through our church office or to our team captain, Susie Graham. (402) 

469-2638. Please make checks payable to American Cancer Society.  

Luminaries will be displayed in our Sanctuary in early June and at the 

Relay for Life in Kearney at Harmon Park on June 6. Thank you. 

American Cancer Society 
Relay for Life of Central Nebraska 

Your name____________________________________________ 

 

Your Phone #__________________________________________ 

 

Yes, I would like_________luminaries at $10 each. 

 
Name of Individual                                                In Honor             In Memory          Donation  

being honored or remembered        

___________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________ 



  



   



 

Presbyterian Women Father’s Day Offering 

Presbyterian Women will be collecting a Father's Day Offering. We will be set up in the 
Memorial Room on Sundays, May 18, May 25, June 1, and June 15 to take donations. 
You may donate in honor of a father or in memory of a father. Proceeds will go to Living 
Waters for the World.  

Living Waters for the World (LWW) trains volunteers to establish and lead water 
mission teams that partner with communities to implement and 
operate sustainable water purification systems and health education programs.   

LWW Networks come alongside water teams and partners throughout every phase of a 
water project.  They provide essential support for sustainable water systems that 
produce clean water for a generation. 

Volunteers are the heart and soul of Living Waters for the World. Unlike organizations 
that rely on paid staff to initiate and execute water projects, Living Waters for the World 
relies on volunteer teams trained by volunteer instructors working within volunteer-led 
networks.  LWW’s small staff of 3 full-time and 3 part-time employees exists to facilitate 
the activity and long-term impact of this volunteer force. 

Over 2,000 individuals have trained at Clean Water U, and they have engaged an 
estimated 10,000+ volunteers as members of LWW water teams.  Volunteers have also 
guided the establishment of international networks, the development of Clean Water U’s 
curriculum, and much more!  

Volunteers have made LWW what it is today and will play an integral role in ensuring 
clean water for generations in the communities LWW serves. 

The Presbyterian Women would like to thank all of you for your support of our Mother’s 
Day Offering. Every year for Mother's Day, the Presbyterian Women ask for donations 
for a special group in honor of or in memory of all our mothers. This year we are 
donating to enCourage. Your Mother's Day offering will help meet the immediate needs 
of the more than 400 survivors of domestic violence and sexual assault served by 
enCourage each year.  We have recently seen many stories in the news of these women 
who need help. Through your generosity we have collected $1,081, to help these victims. 
Thank you so very much for helping these families. 

 

https://www.livingwatersfortheworld.org/system-locations
https://www.livingwatersfortheworld.org/clean-water-u


 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Presbyterian Church 

621 N. Lincoln Ave. 

Hastings, NE 68901 

402-462-5147 

fpc@fpchastings.org 

Return Service Requested 


