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Celebrating Faith, Science, and Space: A Weekend with Astronaut Clayton 
Anderson 
 
Dear First Presbyterian Church Family: 
 
Last weekend, the second annual 
Sachtleben/Throckmorton Faith and Science 
Symposium offered our congregation and the 
Hastings College community a rare and remarkable 
opportunity: to explore the intersection of faith and 
science with someone who has seen God’s creation 
from outer space. 
 
Astronaut and Hastings College alumnus Clayton 
Anderson returned to his alma mater and to First Presbyterian Church of Hastings for a 
weekend of conversations, reflections, and public lectures that inspired awe and wonder. Clay 
Anderson, who graduated cum laude from Hastings College in 1981 with a degree in Physics, 
studied under Dr. Clyde Sachtleben and the late Dr. Carl Throckmorton—two beloved professors 
whose legacies live on through this annual symposium. 
 
Clay Anderson went on to serve as an engineer at NASA for 15 years and as an astronaut for 
another 15, logging 167 days in space over two missions. During his visit, he shared stories from 
his time aboard the International Space Station, described the humbling experience of viewing 
Earth from orbit, and reflected on how those experiences deepened his Christian faith:  
 
“To see God’s creation from that vantage point did give me a different perspective. What I 
really took away from this experience was that my life and all its accomplishments are gifts 
from God. And viewing Earth from space showed me that none of this is random. My faith was 
only strengthened by my time in outer space.” 

 
The weekend began on Friday morning in French Memorial Chapel at Hastings College, where 
students, faculty, and community members gathered for a free public lecture. Clay Anderson’s 
presentation was both educational and spiritual, highlighting the ways scientific exploration and 
belief in God can enrich one another. He also met with a group of science and religion students 
over lunch and with the Hastings College Board of Trustees in the afternoon.  
 
On Sunday morning, Clay Anderson joined us at First Presbyterian Church for a panel 
discussion in the Adult Education Forum that included religion professor Dr. Dorothy Dean and 
biology professor Dr. Amanda Solem. If you missed that incredible conversation, you can watch 
it on YouTube here: https://youtu.be/OeX9i5S9S2w  
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https://youtu.be/OeX9i5S9S2w


Clay then shared a powerful reflection during our 10:30 worship service that included him 
singing and playing the piano. You can watch that reflection here: 
https://youtu.be/3duWF6snYg8  
 
The day concluded with a second public lecture at 3:00pm in our sanctuary, drawing an even 
wider audience that included church members, community members, Hastings College 
students, and lots of children who were excited to meet a “real live astronaut!” He shared an 
inspiring message, which you can watch here: https://youtu.be/ocmz7xU4x1w  
 
This extraordinary weekend is made possible through the vision and generosity of Dr. Clyde 
Sachtleben, who established the symposium in honor of the rich, thoughtful conversations he 
shared with students about cosmology, creation, and belief. Dr. Sachtleben often reminded his 
students that science and faith are not at odds, but rather companions in humanity’s ongoing 
search for truth. He delighted in showing how a universe billions of years old could still be a 
testament to God’s creative love. 
 
First Presbyterian Church is proud to co-host this annual event with Hastings College, and we 
give thanks for the ongoing legacy of Dr. Sachtleben and Dr. Throckmorton, for the powerful 
testimony of Clayton Anderson, and for a congregation that continues to seek understanding, 
wonder, and reverence at the place where faith and science meet. 
 
Mark your calendars for next year’s symposium which will be held in April—it promises to be 
another unforgettable encounter with our Creator God, through both Scripture and the scientific 
method. 
 
Your Servant in Christ, 

 
 
 
 

Pastor Greg 
 

 

 

Ushers and Greeters 

 
May Ushers (Team #3) Captain – Dave Fisher, Andrew Barrows, Phil Odom, 
Doug Soderquist 

Greeters 

  May Memorial Room Narthex 

11 Kili & Justin Wenburg Carolyn & Rich McKenzie 

18 Ginny & Will Locke Dixie & Gale McDonald 

25 Jane & Chuck Bauer Sue Medsker 

https://youtu.be/3duWF6snYg8
https://youtu.be/ocmz7xU4x1w


 

  



May Communion Offering 
Open Table 

 

April Communion Offering Update 
The April communion offering raised a total of $1,293, which will benefit 

 One Great Hour of Sharing. 

Thank you for your generous support. 

 
 

 

 

 

Tuesday 5/6 10:30am Staff Meeting In-person 
12pm Bible Study Anderson Room 
6pm WAM Meeting Anderson Room 
7-9pm Hastings High School Spring 

Concert Rehearsal 
Sanctuary 

7-8pm CCC Dog Obedience PEACE NE Classroom 
Wednesday 5/7 11am PW Coord Team Parlor 

11:45am PW Program and Luncheon Fellowship Hall 
12pm Noonday Book Club  Sbbrooks52@gmail.com for 

link 
5pm-7pm WNL end-of-year picnic Libs Park 
6:30pm Woodcarvers Meet Anderson Room 
6:45pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal Choir Room 
7:30pm Chancel Bells Bell Room 

Thursday 5/8 12:30pm Dulcimer  HCMA Room 112 
6-8pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE NE Classroom 
7-8pm Cub Scouts Scout Room 

Friday 5/9 10am-12pm Mahjong Ladies Basement Youth Room 
Saturday 5/10 7pm Hastings High School Spring 

Concert 
Sanctuary 
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Sunday 5/11 Mother’s Day 
8:30am Contemplative Worship Chapel 
9:15am Sunday School for all ages Various 
10am HAW Store Open Library 
10:30am Traditional Worship Service Sanctuary 
11:30am HAW Store Open Library 

Monday 5/12 1-3pm 1st Pres Pickleball PEACE Gym 
1:30pm Quilters PEACE Quilting Room 
6-8pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE NE Classroom 
7-9pm Chorus of the Plains Rehearsal Choir Room  

Tuesday 5/13 10:30am Staff Meeting In-person 
12pm Bible Study Anderson Room 
5:30pm Congregational Life Meeting Anderson Room 
5:30pm Trustees Meeting Confirmation Room 
6:45pm Deacons Meeting Anderson Room 
7pm CCC Dog Obedience PEACE NE Classroom 

Wednesday 5/14 12pm Noonday Book Club Sbbrooks52@gmail.com for 
link 

6:30pm Woodcarvers Basement 
7:30pm Chancel Bells Sanctuary/Memorial Room 

Thursday 5/15 12:30pm Dulcimer HCMA Room 112 
5:30pm Session Meeting Anderson Room 
6pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE NE Classroom 
7pm Cub Scouts Scout Room 

Friday 5/16 10am Mahjong Ladies Basement Youth Room 
6pm HC Baccalaureate Sanctuary 

Saturday 5/17  United Harvest PEACE Center 
Sunday 5/18 8:30am Contemplative Worship Service Chapel 

10am HAW Store Open Library 
10:30am Traditional Worship Service Sanctuary, Facebook, Radio 
11:30am HAW Store Open Library 
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First Presbyterian Church 

621 N. Lincoln Ave. 

Hastings, NE 68901 

402-462-5147 
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