
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fifth Sunday of Easter 
May 18, 2025 - 10:30 am Service 

 
PRELUDE “From Everlasting to Everlasting” Julie Turner 
 Chancel Handbell Choir, director Byron Jensen 
  
WELCOME  Greg Allen-Pickett 
  
*CALL TO WORSHIP  Damen Jensen-Heitmann 

Come, people of God, gather in grace and truth. Come, drawn by the Spirit who 
welcomes all. 
We come to celebrate the wideness of God’s mercy! 
Last week, we heard the eunuch ask, “What is to prevent me from being 
baptized?” And we heard the Spirit say: “Absolutely nothing.” 
Today we will remember the council at Jerusalem— how the early 
church listened, discerned, and declared: “We should not put 
barriers in the way of those God has welcomed.” 
Here in this place, the waters of baptism flow wide and deep. Here, the welcome 
circle grows wider still. 
Come, let us worship God, who gives the Holy Spirit to all—without 
condition and without distinction! 

 
*HYMN “In Christ Called to Baptize” 297 
 Organist Linda Vollweiler 
 Tyler Koepp, Song Leader 
  
 
CALL TO CONFESSION   
 
 
 
 



PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
Gracious God, you have broken down dividing walls and thrown 
open the doors of your Church, but we confess that we are slow to let 
go of our own barriers. We draw lines—between insiders and 
outsiders, between worthy and unworthy, between those like us and 
those we fear. 
Forgive us for the ways we resist your widening welcome. Forgive us 
for forgetting that we, too, have been welcomed by grace not earned 
by merit. Remind us that the waters of baptism wash away not only 
our sins but also the walls we build to keep others out. Create in us 
open hearts and open minds, so that all may find a home in you. 

 
SILENT CONFESSION 
When have I limited my welcome of people different from me? How can I do better? 
 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

Friends, hear the good news! God, who knows the human heart, has made no 
distinction. God has poured out the Holy Spirit on all people, cleansing our hearts 
by faith, welcoming us with open arms into a wide and generous grace. 
Friends, believe the good news of the gospel: 
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven and loved! Alleluia! Amen! 

 
*RESPONSE OF PRAISE “Glory to God” 582 
 
*PEACE OF CHRIST 
   The Peace of Christ be with you! 
   And also, with you! 
(Greet one another by sharing the Peace of Christ with 
those around you.) 
 
SHARING THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH 
 
BAPTISM  Eli Struss 
 Parents Ross and Melissa Struss 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION   

Loving God: Your Word has always stretched your people— toward 
welcome, toward courage, toward grace. 
As we reflect on the promises made in baptism and we hear the story 
of the council in Jerusalem, open our ears to listen deeply, open our 
hearts to discern your will, and open our lives to be transformed. 
May your Spirit speak through the scriptures and into our 
community, so that we may truly draw the welcome circle wider. 
Amen. 

 

 
Scan to sign-in and let 

us know you were here. 



1ST SCRIPTURE READING – Acts 15:1-6 
 
ANTHEM “Come, Thou Fount of Ev’ry Blessing” arr. Cathy Moklebust 
 
2nd SCRIPTURE READING – Acts 15:7-18 
 
SERMON  “Drawing the welcome circle wider – Part 2” Greg Allen-Pickett 

 
*HYMN “Let us Build a House” 301 
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (Written by Greg Allen-Pickett) 

We believe in one God, whose love has no boundaries, whose mercy 
overflows, and whose Spirit moves where it will. 
We believe that in Jesus Christ, God came not to condemn the world, 
but to draw the circle wider— welcoming sinners, strangers, seekers, 
and surprising even the faithful with grace. 
We believe that through baptism, we are claimed by God and joined 
to the body of Christ— a people bound together not by background 
but by the grace of God. 
We believe the Holy Spirit is still speaking, still breaking down 
dividing walls, still calling the Church to listen, to learn, and to love 
more deeply. 
We believe that nothing can prevent God's welcome—not our doubts, 
not our rules, not even our fears. 
We believe that we are children of God, made in the 
image of God and saved by the grace of God. We 
belong to God, and by God’s grace, so does everyone 
else. 

 
OFFERING  
 (All loose coins in the offering plate will be donated to the PC(USA) Hunger 
Fund.) 
 

OFFERTORY “Grazioso” Arnold B. Sherman 
   
*DOXOLOGY “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow” 609 
 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION  

Generous God, from the abundance of your welcome, we bring our 
gifts—our offerings, our lives, and our promises. 
Bless these gifts, and bless us, that we may be a community shaped 
by baptismal grace: a people who live your welcome, who speak 
your truth in love, and who give freely as we have received. 
Use these gifts to build a church where every person knows they 
belong. In Christ’s name we pray, Amen. 
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THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
*HYMN “Draw the Welcome Circle Wider” Insert 
 
*BENEDICTION AND BLESSING 
 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE (The congregation will sing and then the bells will play) 

The church is not a building, the church is not a steeple, 
The church is not a resting place; the church is a people. 
I am the church, you are the church, we are the church together! 
All who follow Jesus, all around the world, yes, we’re the church 
together! 

 
 “We Are the Church”  
 Avery & Marsh/arr. Byron W. Jensen 
 
POSTLUDE “Ayer” arr. Wolff 
  

 
(*Indicates the congregation shall stand as they are able.) 

 
 JOIN US FOR WORSHIP AS WE CONTINUE THE SEASON OF EASTER &  

INVITE YOUR NEIGHBORS, FAMILY, AND FRIENDS 
 

Sunday, May 25: 
10:30am Worship in the Sanctuary with the celebration of baptism! 

 
 

Stay-at-Home: Broadcast live on Facebook at www.facebook.com/fpchastings  
(Please note, you do not need a Facebook account to view the service.) 

The Worship Service can also be heard live on the radio simulcast  
on KICS 1550 AM and on 92.7FM 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

http://www.facebook.com/fpchastings


THE RADIO BROADCAST is given by First Presbyterian Church.  

 
THE FLOWERS ON THE PULPIT are given in memory of Elton and Edith Willcock 
by family. 
 
SPECIAL FLOWERS are given in honor of the baptism of Eli Struss from 
grandparents Gayle and Kathy Struss and Mike and Jeanette Hinemire. 
 
ACOLYTES Student Volunteers 
 
NURSERY Kim Bogan 
 
USHERS (Team #3) Captain – Dave Fisher, Andrew Barrows, Phil Odom, Doug 
Soderquist 
 
GREETERS  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May Memorial Room Narthex 

18 Ginny & Will Locke Dixie & Gale McDonald 

25 Jane & Chuck Bauer Sue Medsker 



 

 
  



 

 
 

Sunday 5/18 8:30am Contemplative Worship Service Chapel 
10am HAW Store Open Library 
10:30am Traditional Worship Service Sanctuary, Facebook, Radio 
11:30am HAW Store Open Library 

Monday 5/19 1-3pm 1st Pres Pickleball PEACE Gym 
1:30pm Quilters PEACE Quilting Room 
6-8pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE NE Classroom 
7-9pm Chorus of the Plains Rehearsal Choir Room 

Tuesday 5/20 10:30am Staff Meeting In-person 
12pm Bible Study Anderson Room 
7-8pm CCC Dog Obedience PEACE NE Classroom 

Wednesday 5/21 9:30am PW Circles 1 & 2 Fellowship Hall 
12pm Noonday Book Club Sbbrooks52@gmail.com for 

link 
1:15pm PW Circle 3 Fellowship Hall 
6:30pm Woodcarvers Basement 

Thursday 5/22 12:30pm Dulcimer HCMA Room 112 
6-8pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE NE Classroom 
7pm Cub Scouts  Scout Room 

Friday 5/23 10am Mahjong Ladies Basement Youth Room 
Sunday 5/25 10am HAW Store Open Library 

10:30am Traditional Worship Service Sanctuary, Facebook, Radio 
11:30am HAW Store Open Library 

mailto:Sbbrooks52@gmail.com


 

  



  



  
  

 

 

 

 

 

Relay For Life 

Relay for Life has been a way for our church family to remember loved 

ones we have lost to cancer and to honor those who have survived. At 

the same time we support the American Cancer Society. 

Luminaries can be purchased by filling out a form and submitting it 

with your donation ($10 each) to our First Presbyterian Church team 

through our church office or to our team captain, Susie Graham. (402) 

469-2638. Please make checks payable to American Cancer Society.  

Luminaries will be displayed in our Sanctuary in early June and at the 

Relay for Life in Kearney at Harmon Park on June 6. Thank you. 

American Cancer Society 
Relay for Life of Central Nebraska 

Your name____________________________________________ 

 

Your Phone #__________________________________________ 

 

Yes, I would like_________luminaries at $10 each. 

 
Name of Individual                                                In Honor             In Memory          Donation  

being honored or remembered        

___________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________ 



  



 
Presbyterian Women Father’s Day Offering 

Presbyterian Women will be collecting a Father's Day Offering. 
We will be set up in the Memorial Room on Sundays, May 18, 
May 25, June 1, and June 15 to take donations. You may donate 

in honor of a father or in memory of a father. Proceeds will go to Living Waters for the 
World.  
Living Waters for the World (LWW) trains volunteers to establish and lead water 
mission teams that partner with communities to implement and 
operate sustainable water purification systems and health education programs.   
LWW Networks come alongside water teams and partners throughout every phase of a 

water project.  They provide essential support for sustainable water systems that 

produce clean water for a generation. 

Volunteers are the heart and soul of Living Waters for the World. Unlike organizations 

that rely on paid staff to initiate and execute water projects, Living Waters for the 

World relies on volunteer teams trained by volunteer instructors working within 

volunteer-led networks.  LWW’s small staff of 3 full-time and 3 part-time employees 

exists to facilitate the activity and long-term impact of this volunteer force. 

Over 2,000 individuals have trained at Clean Water U, and they have engaged an 

estimated 10,000+ volunteers as members of LWW water teams.  Volunteers have also 

guided the establishment of international networks, the development of Clean Water 

U’s curriculum, and much more!  

Volunteers have made LWW what it is today and will play an integral role in ensuring 

clean water for generations in the communities LWW serves. 

 

The Presbyterian Women would like to thank all of you for your support of our 
Mother’s Day Offering. Every year for Mother's Day, the Presbyterian Women ask for 
donations for a special group in honor of or in memory of all our mothers. This year we 
are donating to enCourage. Your Mother's Day offering will help meet the immediate 
needs of the more than 400 survivors of domestic violence and sexual assault served by 
enCourage each year.  We have recently seen many stories in the news of these women 
who need help. Through your generosity we have collected $1,081, to help these 
victims. Thank you so very much for helping these families. 

 
 
 
 

 

https://www.livingwatersfortheworld.org/system-locations
https://www.livingwatersfortheworld.org/clean-water-u

