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The Most Wonderful Time of the Year! 
 
Dear First Presbyterian Church Family:  

It is my pleasure to be writing to you this week and to share about my favorite time of 
the year! From June 23–26, we will be hosting our four-day Vacation Bible School 
program here at First Pres. I’ve gone on record saying things like: “VBS is my jam,” 
“VBS is my favorite holiday,” “I live for VBS,” and “VBS is the best part of my job.” 
While some of those statements might be a bit hyperbolic… the truth remains: I just 
LOVE Vacation Bible School! 

VBS is a special time when we devote hundreds of volunteer hours to teach our children 
and youth truths about God that will very likely stick with them for a lifetime. (I don’t 
know about you, but I still find myself randomly humming songs I learned in VBS as a 
child!) This one week in summer can have a profound and lasting impact on a child’s 
faith journey and the way they connect with both God and the Church. 

You may not know this, but many churches across the country have discontinued 
Vacation Bible School in recent years. The reasons vary: a shortage of volunteers, 
decreased attendance, tight budgets, shifting ministry priorities, or burnout among 
leaders and staff. That’s why it’s worth celebrating that none of those challenges are 
holding us back at First Presbyterian Church. In fact, I’d say quite the opposite is true. 

At First Pres, our church family consistently demonstrates a deep commitment to the 
faith formation of children and youth. That commitment shows up in so many ways: 
generous financial support, eager and faithful volunteers, and a community culture that 
values joyful discipleship. Every year, adults show up ready to lead, mentor, and 
encourage. Every year, our congregation says “yes” to making space for children to 
experience the good news of God’s love. And that is no small thing. 

So, what do we have planned for this year's program? I’m glad you asked! 

This summer, we’ll dive into the theme: "Scuba diving into friendship with God" 
Throughout the week, our children will explore how Jesus is: 

• a friend who is real, 
 
 

• a friend who loves, 
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• a friend we can trust, and 
 
                                                                                                                           

• a friend for everyone. 
 
 

Each day will include storytelling, songs, games, crafts, and more—centered around 
stories from the Gospels and anchored by Proverbs 18:24: “There is a friend who is 
closer than a brother.” We’ll also be collecting a special offering throughout the week in 
support of our church’s mission partnership with the United Way, helping provide 
assistance to local individuals and families who might otherwise fall through the cracks. 

Whether you’re serving, praying, or cheering us on from afar, thank you for being part of 
this important work. Together, we are helping plant seeds of faith that will grow for 
years to come. 

With gratitude and excitement, 
 
 

 

Rose Koepp 
Director of Christian Education for Children & Youth 

 

 





June & July Ushers and Greeters 

June Ushers (Team #4) Captain – George Howard, Susie Graham, Dixie McDonald, 
Gale McDonald 

June Greeters 

 

 

 

July Ushers (Team #5) Captain- Melissa Davis, Matt Fong, Julie Thomsen, Justin 
Brader 

July Greeters 

July Greeters Memorial Room Narthex 

6 Teresa Luther Jenna Jorgensen 

13 Kay Georgiana Paula Crozier 

20 Lesa & Steve Cropley Amy & Joe Black 

27 C.L. & Sandra Wimer Jan Ham 
 

      
      Thank You 

 

The First Presbyterian Church Hastings Relay for Life team collected $1,370 for this 
year’s donations given to American Cancer Society for research and patient support. The 
many names of Cancer affected friends and family members were on our luminaries at 
the Relay for Life celebration walk June 6 and displayed in our sanctuary Sundays, June 
1 and 8. 

Thank you from the team leaders for supporting in the fight against cancer. Our loved 
ones are our focus. 

Thoughts and prayers are needed for all those experiencing cancer and the caregivers 
supporting them.  We also need thoughts and prayers for those who have experienced a 
loss due to cancer and the caregivers who have been by their side. 
American Cancer Society Relay for Life continues to provide help to cancer patients and 
caregivers since 1985. 

June Greeters Memorial Room  Narthex 

22 John & Linda Carllson Melissa Davis 

29 Karen & Roger Doerr Cathy & John Pershing 



 

 

 

 

  



 



  

Tuesday 6/17 12pm Bible Study Anderson Room 
Wednesday 6/18 12pm Noonday Book Club sbbrooks52@gmail.com for 

link 
6:30pm Woodcarvers meet basement 

Thursday 6/19 12:30pm Dulcimer HCMA Room 112 
3-5pm Summer Youth Group  
6-8pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE NE Classroom 

Friday 6/20 10am Mahjong Ladies Basement Youth Room 
Saturday 6/21 9:45am United Harvest PEACE Center 
Sunday 6/22 10am HAW Store Open  Library 

10:30am Traditional Worship Service Sanctuary, Facebook, Radio 
11:30am HAW Store Open  Library 
7-9pm FPC Water Park Night Hastings Aquacourt 

Monday 6/23 8:30am-11:30am VBS  
1-3pm 1st Pres Pickleball PEACE Gym 
1:30pm Quilters PEACE Quilting Room 
6-8pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE NE Classroom 
7-9pm Chorus of the Plains Choir Room 

Tuesday 6/24 8:30am-11:30am VBS  
11:45am Habitat for Humanity Board Room 203 
12pm Bible Study Anderson Room 

Wednesday 6/25 8:30am-11:30am VBS  
12pm-1pm Noonday Book Club Sbbrook52@gmail.com for 

link 
6:30pm Woodcarvers Meet Basement 

Thursday 6/26 8:30am-11:30am VBS  
12:30pm Dulcimer HCMA Room 112 
3pm-5pm Summer Youth Group  
5:30pm-7pm End of VBS Activity Night Church Parking Lot 
6pm-8pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE NE Classroom 

Friday 6/27 10am-12pm Mahjong Ladies Basement Youth Room 
Sunday 6/29 10am-10:30am HAW Store Open Library 

10:30am Traditional Worship Service Sanctury, Facebook, Radio 
11:30am HAW Store Open Library 
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First Presbyterian Church 

621 N. Lincoln Ave. 

Hastings, NE 68901 

402-462-5147 
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