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Extending the Table: Practicing Hospitality and Mutual Mission with Partners 
from the US-Mexico Border 
 
“Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing that some have entertained 
angels without knowing it.” – Hebrews 13:2 
 
Dear First Presbyterian Church Family: 
 
Hospitality is more than opening our homes or setting an extra place at the table. In the 
Reformed tradition, hospitality is a spiritual practice—an outward expression of God’s love that 
breaks down barriers and builds beloved community. It is about seeing the image of God in each 
person we meet and creating space for mutual transformation. 
 
This month, we have a special opportunity to live out that call to radical hospitality as we 
welcome a delegation from Frontera de Cristo, our longtime mission partners on the U.S.-
Mexico border. From July 19–26, we will host a group of musicians, pastors, Christian 
educators, church members, and mission co-workers from Douglas, Arizona and Agua Prieta, 
Sonora. This visit continues a rich tradition of mutual exchange, learning, and service. 
 
As many of you know, a delegation from our congregation traveled to the border in October 
2024 to participate in Frontera de Cristo’s 40th Anniversary celebration. That trip, which I 
reflected on in an article for The Presbyterian Outlook titled “Crossing Borders with Song”, was 
a profound experience of mutual mission. We listened to stories of resilience and faith. We sang 
and worshiped in Spanish and English. We saw firsthand the challenges—and the beauty—that 
our border siblings navigate each day. 
 
Now, we have the privilege of receiving our mission partners here in Hastings. It is our turn to 
welcome them with the same warmth and grace they offered to us. And there are so many ways 
for you to get involved: 
 
Sunday, July 20 – Worship and Baseball 
Come to worship at either the 9:00am outdoor service at Alexander Park or the 10:30am 
traditional service in the sanctuary. Rev. Jocabed Gallegos, a Presbyterian pastor and 
environmental advocate from Mexico, will serve as liturgist alongside Pastor Damen and me. 
Then, join us that evening for First Presbyterian Night at the Hastings Sodbusters game! We’ll 
gather at 5:30pm for a picnic at Harms Park (just south of the stadium) and head to the 
ballgame at 6:30pm. Bring a chair, a dish to share, and your best baseball spirit as we cheer, eat, 
and connect with our guests. 
 
July 21–24 – Music, Meals, and Mission 
Throughout the week, the delegation will be helping lead a bilingual, bicultural Music Camp in 
collaboration with our church and the Hastings Community Music Academy. This is an 
incredible opportunity for local children to learn songs, rhythms, and stories from both sides of 
the border. 
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Each day at 12noon, we will provide lunch for the delegation and the camp leaders. If you’d like 
to help prepare or serve lunch (Monday through Thursday), please contact Rose Koepp at 
rose@fpchastings.org  
 
Friday, July 25 – Food, Fellowship, and Celebration 
On Friday morning from 9:00am to 12:00pm, our guests will teach a Mexican cooking class in 
our newly renovated kitchen. Come learn how to make authentic dishes and hear stories from 
the border while you cook. 
 
Then at 5:00pm, we’ll host a church-wide community dinner in Fellowship Hall, featuring the 
food we’ve prepared together. No need to RSVP, please come. This is open to the whole church 
family! 
 
At 6:30pm, the children and youth from Music Camp will share a final presentation—a joyful 
celebration of what they’ve learned. 
 
We hope you’ll join us in offering open arms and warm hearts to our mission partners from 
Frontera de Cristo. This is more than a cultural exchange. It is an opportunity to live out our 
faith in tangible ways—to embody the love of Christ through hospitality, friendship, and shared 
mission. 
 
Let us open our doors, our kitchens, and our lives. Let us welcome the stranger as kin. Let us 
cross borders with songs of grace, and may we discover anew the beauty of the body of Christ—
diverse, united, and always on the move. 
 
Your Servant in Christ, 

 

 

Pastor Greg 
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June Communion Offering Update 

The June communion offering raised a total of $707.16, which will benefit Central 

Navigators of the Community Impact Network through United Way. Thank 

you for your generous support. 



 

 

   



 

Tuesday 7/15 10:30am Staff Meeting In-Person 
12pm Bible Study Anderson Room 

Wednesday 7/16 12pm Noonday Book Club Sbbrooks52@gmail.com for 
link 

6:30pm Woodcarvers basement 
Thursday 7/17 3-5pm Summer Youth Group Basement Youth Room 

7pm Migrant Workers Picnic Lake Hastings 
6-8pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE NE Classroom 

Friday 7/18 10am Mahjong Ladies Basement Youth Room 
Saturday 7/19 9:45am United Harvest PEACE Center 
Sunday 7/20 9am Worship in the Park Alexander Park 

10am HAW Store Open  Library 
10:30am Traditional Worship Service Sanctuary, Facebook, Radio 
11:30am HAW Store Open  Library 
11:30am Reception for  

Rev. Bill Nottage-Tacey 
Fellowship Hall 

5:30pm Sodbuster’s Picnic/Game Harm’s Park/Duncan Field 
Monday 7/21 9am-12pm K-8th Grade Multi-Cultural Music 

Camp 
 

1-3pm 1st Pres Pickleball PEACE Gym 
1:30pm Quilters PEACE Quilting Room 
6-8pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEAC NE Classroom 
7-9pm Chorus of the Plains Choir Room 

Tuesday 7/22 9am-12pm K-8th Grade Multi-Cultural Music 
Camp 

 

10:30am Staff Meeting In-person 
11:45am Habitat for Humanity Room 203 
12pm Bible Study Anderson Room 

Wednesday 
7/23 

9am-12pm K-8th Grade Multi-Cultural Music 
Camp 

 

12pm Noonday Book Club Sbbrooks52@gmail.com for 
link 

6:30pm Woodcarvers Meet Basement 
Thursday 7/24 9am-12pm K-8th Grade Multi-Cultural Music 

Camp 
 

12:30pm Dulcimer HCMA Room 112 
3-5pm Summer Youth Group Basement Youth Room 
6-8pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE NE Classroom 

Friday 7/25 9am-12pm Mexican Cooking Class Kitchen 
10am Mahjong Basement Youth Room 
5pm Church-Wide Community Dinner Fellowship Hall 
6:30pm Music Camp Concert Sanctuary 

Sunday 7/27 9am Worship in the Park Alexander Park 
10am HAW Store Open  Library 
10:30am Traditional Worship Service Sanctuary, Facebook, Radio 
11:30am HAW Store Open Library 
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July and August Ushers and Greeters 

July Ushers (Team #5) Captain- Melissa Davis, Matt Fong, Julie Thomsen, Justin 

Brader 

July Greeters 

Greeters Memorial Room Narthex 

20 Lesa & Steve Cropley Amy & Joe Black 

27 C.L. & Sandra Wimer Jan Ham 
 

August Ushers (Team #6) Lynne Friedewald, Chuck Shoemaker, Chanda Essink 

August Greeters 

 

 
 

 

  

August 
Greeters Memorial Room Narthex 

3 Jill Kramer Mary Kay LaMaster 

10 Linda & Richard Johnson Julie Thomsen 

17 Carolyn & Rich McKenzie Jean Barber 

24 Lori & Ted Schroeder Stephanie Bliss 

31 Todd Pankratz & Jessica Meeske Sue Medsker 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Presbyterian Church 

621 N. Lincoln Ave. 

Hastings, NE 68901 

402-462-5147 
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