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FPC Hastings Named Proteus Partner of the Year 
 
Dear First Presbyterian Church Family:  
 
At the annual Farmworker Recognition Luncheon hosted by 
Proteus, Inc. last week at the YWCA in Hastings, First 
Presbyterian Church was honored as Partner of the Year. This 
award celebrates our long-standing ministry partnership with 
Proteus, an organization that provides critical support and 
services to farmworkers and their families across Nebraska, Iowa, 
and Indiana.  
 
About Proteus 
Proteus works to improve the lives of migrant and seasonal 
farmworkers by offering healthcare, job training, education, and 
case management services. They provide free mobile medical 
clinics for those who work in the fields, pesticide safety training, English classes, and assistance 
in navigating employment, housing, and educational opportunities. Farmworkers, who plant, 
tend, and harvest the food that fills our tables, often labor in difficult conditions for low wages, 
and Proteus helps ensure they have access to the resources, dignity, and respect they deserve. 
 
A Partnership Rooted in Service 
The nomination for Partner of the Year came from our own Jody Stutzman, a member of FPC 
Hastings and of our Mission Committee, who has served as a Proteus employee for over 13 
years. In her remarks at the luncheon, Jody reflected on the unique and enduring nature of this 
partnership: 
 
“It was my honor to nominate FPC Hastings for the Partner of the Year award. I can’t 
remember exactly how or what year our partnership began, but it has been a long time. It 
started with our long sleeve shirt drive during Farmworker Awareness Week in March, but at 
some point, it morphed into a year-round collection. 
 

For my role at Proteus, I travel a lot, so I come back to my office and frequently there is a bag 
of shirts sitting in the hallway next to my door. I don’t even have to ask—I know that Denny 
Storer from the Mission Committee has been there. Denny is even on a first-name basis with 
the receptionist in the office building. There are a lot of people around the state that donate 
shirts, but what makes FPC Hastings unique is that members ask me for stories about the 
people who will eventually receive the shirts. They want to know about the people we serve.” 

 
In addition to the shirt drive, Jody shared the story of the annual Welcome Picnic for 
farmworkers, which has become a key ministry of our mission committee every summer: 
 
“I don’t remember when our annual welcome picnic started, but it has been going on for a 
while! I’ll let you in on our yearly conversation: I say, ‘Can the church help with food for 120  
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workers?’ The Mission Committee replies, ‘Of course, when?’ I say, ‘Two days from now,  
possibly tomorrow, possibly Friday… it could be at 6 p.m. but also at 7 p.m. But when 
everyone gets there, it might be as late as 8 p.m. if they’ve spent all day in the fields. Don’t 
forget it’s in July and it’s blazing hot.’” 

 
And the partnership goes beyond picnics and shirts. 
 
“We had some funding challenges with our 
heat and pesticide trainings, and the Mission 
Committee decided to have Proteus be the 
recipient of the July communion offering. That 
Sunday I was sitting in church with my 
crutches and I watched people getting up over 
and over again to put their offerings in the 
plate at the front of the church. It meant so 
much to see the people that cared about what 
we do and the people we serve.”  
 
Faith in Action 
Jody closed her nomination with words that 
sum up the heart of this recognition: 
 
“I nominated FPC Hastings because I have truly seen how a group of people and volunteers 
care about our mission and the people we serve.” 

 
This award is a testament to the way our congregation lives out Christ’s call to love our 
neighbor; not only in words, but in tangible acts of generosity, hospitality, and compassion. 
Whether it’s a shirt for sun protection, a meal after a long day in the fields, or an offering that 
makes critical trainings possible, these gestures add up to something far greater: a shared 
witness to God’s love. 
 
Thanks be to God for this partnership, and thanks be to God for the farmworkers who feed us 
all. 
 
Your Servant in Christ, 

 
 
 

Pastor Greg 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Proteus Staff, Members of the mission committee: Constance 
Malloy, Jeni Howard, Jody Stutzman, Meg Stewart, Pastor 
Greg and Pastor Damen 



August Ushers and Greeters 

August Ushers (Team #6) Lynne Friedewald, Chuck Shoemaker, Chanda Essink 

August Greeters 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 Greeters Memorial Room Narthex 

17 Carolyn & Rich McKenzie Jean Barber 

24 Lori & Ted Schroeder Stephanie Bliss 

31 Todd Pankratz & Jessica Meeske Sue Medsker 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

July Communion Offering Update 

The July communion offering raised a total of $607.00, which will benefit 
Proteus. Thank you for your generous support. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

  

Tuesday 8/12 10:30am Staff Meeting In-person 
12pm Noon Bible Study Anderson Room 
5:30pm Congregational Life Meeting Anderson Room 
5:30pm Trustees Middle School Youth Room 
6:45pm Deacons Anderson Room 

Wednesday 8/13 12pm Noonday Book Club Sbbrooks52@gmail.com for 
link 

6:30pm Woodcarvers Meet Basement 
Thursday 8/14 12:30pm Dulcimer HCMA Room 112 

6pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE NE Classroom 
Friday 8/15 10am  Mahjong Ladies Basement Youth Room 
Saturday 8/16 9:45am United Harvest PEACE Center 
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Sunday 8/17 9am Worship in the Park Alexander Room 
9:15am Sunday School and WNL training Fellowship Hall 
10am HAW Store Open Library 
10:30am Traditional Worship Service Sanctuary, Facebook, Radio 
11:30am HAW Store Open Library 

Monday 8/18 12pm Memorial Committee Meeting Anderson Room 
1-3pm First Pres Pickleball PEACE Gym 
1:30pm Quilters PEACE Quilting Room 
6-8pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE NE Classroom 
7-9pm Chorus of the Plains Rehearsal Choir Room 

Tuesday 8/19 10:30am Staff Meeting In-person 
12pm Bible Study Anderson Room 
6-9pm PEO Chapter 7H Fellowship Hall 

Wednesday 8/20 12pm Noonday Book Club Sbbrooks52@gmail.com for 
link 

6:30pm Woodcarvers Basement 
6:45pm Chancel Choir Practice Choir Room 
7:30pm Chancel Bells Practice Bell Room 

Thursday 8/21 
 
 
 

12:30pm Dulcimer HCMA Room 112 
5:30pm Session Meets Anderson Room 
6-8pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE NE Classroom 
7-8pm Cub Scouts Open House Scout Room 

Friday 8/22 10am Mahjong Ladies Basement Youth Room 
Sunday 8/24 9:15am Sunday School Kick-off Fellowship Hall 

10am HAW Store Open Library 
10:30am Traditional Worship Service Sanctuary 
11:30am Go & Serve Luncheon Fellowship Hall 
11:30am HAW Store Open Library 
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First Presbyterian Church 

621 N. Lincoln Ave. 

Hastings, NE 68901 

 

402-462-5147 

fpc@fpchastings.org 
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