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Music, Invitation, and Church Growth 
 
Dear First Presbyterian Church Family: 
 
In the coming week, every household in our church family will receive a special mailing 
that includes two copies of the 2025–2026 Langenberg Concert Series brochure. One 
copy is for you and your family. The other copy is for you to share. Why? Because one of 
the very best ways for people to discover our church is through a personal invitation. 
 
Church growth experts and research groups like Barna have consistently found that the 
majority of people first came to church because someone they knew invited them. It 
wasn’t usually a pastor, a billboard, or a social media post that got them there; it was a 
friend, a neighbor, or a family member saying, “Come with me.” Some studies suggest 
well over 80% of people who become connected to a church do so because of a personal 
invitation. 
 
That’s why this mailing includes an extra brochure. It’s a simple tool to help us practice 
the ministry of invitation. The concerts are free, open to the public, and full of beauty 
and joy. When you hand that brochure to someone you know like a coworker, a 
neighbor, or a friend, you’re not just inviting them to a concert. You’re inviting them to 
experience the warmth of our community and the vibrancy of a church that loves God, 
loves music, and loves people. 
 
Imagine the ripple effect if each one of us extended just one invitation this season. Our 
sanctuary would not only be filled with music but also with new relationships, new 
energy, and perhaps even new discipleship journeys. 
 
So, when the brochure arrives in your mailbox, keep one for yourself. But don’t tuck the 
second one away in a drawer. Pray about who you might give it to. Then, with courage 
and kindness, extend the invitation. Together, we can share the gift of music and the 
greater gift of Christ’s love with Hastings and beyond. 
 
Your servant in Christ, 

 
 
 

 
Pastor Greg 
 

9.7.2025 & 9.14.2025/VOL.47.18 

 

 



September Ushers and Greeters 

September Ushers (Team #1) Captain – Chuck Hastings, Elaine Specht, Kim 

Creech 

Greeters Memorial Room Narthex 

14 Clyde Sachtleben & Carolyn Nowka Melissa Davis 

21 Gayle Fandry Flossie Sanderson 

28 Dixie & Gale McDonald Jan Bolliger 

 

 

 

  



 

 

August Communion Offering Update 

The August communion offering raised a total of $739.00, which 

will benefit Threads of Grace. Thank you for your generous 

support.  



  

Tuesday 9/9 10:30am Staff Meeting  In-person 
12pm Bible Study Anderson Room 
12-6pm Red Cross Blood Mobile Fellowship Hall 
5:30pm Congregational Life Committee Meeting Anderson Room 
5:30pm Trustee Meeting Middle School Youth Room 
6:45pm Deacons Meet Anderson Room 

Wednesday 
9/10 

12pm Noonday Book Club Sbbrooks52@gmail.com 
for link 

5pm-
7:15pm 

PreK-12th Grade WNL Various 

5:30pm Adult Game Night at FPC Fellowship Hall 
6:30pm Woodcarvers Meet Basement 
6:45pm Chancel Choir Practice Choir Room 
7:30pm Chancel Bells Practice Bell Room 

Thursday 9/11 
  

12:30pm Dulcimer  HCMA Room 112 
6pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE NE Classroom 
7pm Cub Scouts Scout Room 

Friday 9/12 10am Mahjong Ladies  Basement Youth Room 

mailto:Sbbrooks52@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

 

  

Sunday 9/14 8:30am Contemplative Worship Service Chapel 
9:15am Sunday School for all ages Various 
10am HAW Store Open Library 
10:30am Traditional Worship Service Sanctuary, Facebook, Radio 
11:30am HAW Store Open Library 

Monday 9/15 1-3pm 1st Pres Pickleball PEACE Gym 
1:30pm Quilters PEACE Quilting Room 
6-8pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE NE Classroom 
7-9pm Chorus of the Plains Rehearsal Choir Room 

Tuesday 9/16 10:30am Staff Meeting In-person 
12pm Bible Study Anderson Room 

Wednesday 
9/17 

9:30am PW Circles 1 & 2 Fellowship Hall 
12pm Noonday Book Club Sbbrooks5@@gmail.com for 

link 
1:15pm PW Circle 3 Fellowship Hall 
5pm-7:15pm PreK-12th Grade WNL Various 
5:30pm-7pm Adult Game Night Fellowship Hall 
6:30pm Woodcarvers Basement 
6:45pm Chancel Choir Practice Choir Room 
7:30pm Chancel Bell Practice Bell Room 

Thursday 9/18 12:30pm Dulcimer HCMA Room 112 
5:30pm Session Meets Anderson Room 
6pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE NE Classroom 
7pm Cub Scouts Scout Room 

Friday 9/19 10am Mahjong Ladies Basement Youth Room 
Saturday 9/20 9:45am-11:30am United Harvest  
Sunday 9/21 8:30am Contemplative Worship Service Chapel 

9:15am Sunday School for all ages various 
10am HAW Store Open Library 
10:30am Traditional Worship Service Sanctuary, Facebook, Radio 
11:30am HAW Store Open Library 



  



  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Presbyterian Church 

621 N. Lincoln Ave. 

Hastings, NE 68901 

 

402-462-5147 

fpc@fpchastings.org 
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