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Faithful Foundations: Listening, Aligning, and Building Together 
 
Dear First Presbyterian Church Family: 
 
Two weeks ago, we began our annual journey of stewardship with a reminder from Exodus 16 
that stewardship begins with trust; trust in God’s daily provision and trust that God will 
continue to provide for the future of our lives and our church. As we have continued through our 
series Faithful Foundations: Trusting, Listening, Aligning, Building, we have reflected each 
week on how stewardship is far more than a financial exercise. It is a spiritual practice. It is 
discipleship. It is how we say “thank you” to God with our lives. 
 
In week two, we moved from Trusting to Listening with the story of young Samuel, who 
prayed, “Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.” Samuel reminds us that stewardship is not 
just about giving, it is about listening for God’s call and asking how God wants us to use the gifts 
we’ve been given. When each of us listens deeply, we discover that God is always inviting us to 
respond with generosity, compassion, and courage. 
 
In week three, we reflected on Aligning our hearts with God’s purposes. When the 
prophet Samuel looked at Jesse’s sons, he was drawn to those who appeared strong and capable. 
But God chose David, someone everyone else had overlooked because, as Scripture tells us, “the 
Lord looks on the heart.” When it comes to stewardship, God is not measuring the size of our 
bank accounts but the intention of our hearts. We are called not to equal gifts, but to equal 
sacrifice; each of us giving faithfully in a way that aligns our resources with God's vision for this 
community. 
 
Now, as we enter the final week of our stewardship journey, we turn to the theme of Building. 
Like Solomon, who built the temple as a lasting witness to God’s presence, we are called to build 
something that will bless generations to come: a church rooted in worship, mission, hospitality, 
and hope. God has given us strong foundations through the faithfulness of those who came 
before us, and now it is our turn to build. 
 
A Practical Word About Stewardship at FPC Hastings 
 
As we prepare for Commitment Sunday on October 26, I want to speak plainly about how 
our church is funded and why your pledge matters. 
 
First Presbyterian Church of Hastings does not receive financial support from our national 
denomination. Every dollar that funds our ministry comes from our members and 
friends. Your pledges provide: 
 

• Our staff, who shepherd, teach, lead, care, and serve with faith and excellence. Our staff 
is the largest part of our budget because ministry is about people, and we are blessed 
with an extraordinary team. This year, we are facing a 10% increase in health insurance 
costs, and we want to care for our staff as they care for us. 
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• Our facilities, including our historic church building and the PEACE Center. These 
spaces are not financial burdens; they are tools for ministry. They allow us to worship 
God, make music, gather children and youth, host funerals and weddings, offer classes 
and mission projects, distribute food, welcome immigrant families, and serve the 
community in Christ’s name. Yet with over 50,000 square feet to maintain and insurance 
costs rising more than 10%, caring for these buildings requires faithful generosity. 

 
This year, we are prayerfully asking every household to consider increasing their pledge 
from last year. As our church continues to grow and expand its ministry impact, your gifts 
ensure we move boldly into the future God is shaping among us. 
 
Commitment Sunday – October 26 
 
Next Sunday will be Commitment Sunday, when we will bring forward our pledge cards during 
worship and dedicate them to God. On the back of your pledge card and below, you will find a 
stewardship prayer. I invite you to place it somewhere visible this week and pray about how God 
is calling you to trust, listen, align, and build. If you would prefer to make your pledge on-line, 
you can click on this link: https://bit.ly/FPCHStewardship  
 
Together, we are creating something beautiful: rooted in faith, centered in Christ, and alive with 
gratitude. Thank you for being a vital part of this church family and for giving generously to the 
work God is doing through First Presbyterian Church of Hastings. 
 
With gratitude and hope, 

 
 
 
 

Pastor Greg 
 

 

https://bit.ly/FPCHStewardship


October & November 
Ushers and Greeters 

October Ushers (Team #2) Captain – Duane Huber, Steve Illingworth, Daveta 
Brader, Lois Hafer, Dick Brader 

  

November Ushers (Team #3) Captain – Dave Fisher, Andrew Barrows, Phil Odom, 
Doug Soderquist 

November Greeters  Memorial Room Narthex 

2 Linda & John Carllson Melissa Davis 

9 Lois Hafer Erica & Brent Brooks 

16 Sue Medsker Melissa Davis 

23 Jane & Chuck Bauer Melissa Davis 

30 Kim Hermann Melissa Davis 

 

  

October Greeters Memorial Room Narthex 

26 Carolyn & Rich McKenzie C.L. & Sandra Wimer 



 

 

Langenberg Lesson Scholarship Applications are available on the shelf outside of 
the Church Offices or on the Church website at: https://fpchastings.org/wp-
content/uploads/2025/09/Langenberg-form-Fall-2025.pdf. Forms are due November 1. 

 

 

Tuesday 10/21 9-11am Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym 
10:30am Staff Meeting In-person 
12pm Bible Study Anderson Room 
5:30pm Hastings Literacy Classes Middle School and Choir 

Rooms 
6-9pm Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym 

Wednesday 
10/22 

11:55am Noonday Book Club Sbbrooks52@gmail.com for 
link 

5pm-7:15pm PreK-12th Grade WNL Various 
5:30pm Adult Game Night Fellowship Hall 
6:30pm Woodcarvers Meet Basement 
6:45pm Chancel Choir Practice Choir Room 
7:30pm Chancel Bells Practice Bell Room 

Thursday 10/23 9-11am Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym 
12:30pm Dulcimer HCMA Room 112 
5:30pm Hastings Literacy Classes Middle School and Choir 

Room 
6-9pm Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym 
6-8pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE NE Classroom 
7-8pm Cub Scouts Scout Room 

Friday 10/24 9am-11am Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym 
10am-12pm Mahjong Basement Youth Room 

https://fpchastings.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/Langenberg-form-Fall-2025.pdf
https://fpchastings.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/Langenberg-form-Fall-2025.pdf
mailto:Sbbrooks52@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday 10/26 8:30am Contemplative Worship Service Chapel 
9:15am Presbyterian 101 (and 201) Lydia Room 
9:15am  Sunday School for all ages Various 
10am HAW Store Open Library 
10:30am Traditional Worship Service Sanctuary, Facebook, Radio 
11:30am HAW Store Open  Library 

Monday 10/27 9-11am Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym 
1-3pm 1st Pres Pickleball PEACE Gym 
1:30pm Quilters PEACE Quilting Room 
6-9pm Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym 
6-8pm Hastings Literacy Program 

Orientation 
TBD 

6-8pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE NE Classroom 
7-9pm Chorus of the Plains Rehearsal Choir Room 

Tuesday 10/28 9-11am Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym 
10:30am Staff Meeting In-person 
11:45am Habitat for Humanity Room 203 
12pm Bible Study Anderson Room 
5:30pm Hastings Literacy Classes Middle School Youth and 

Choir Rooms 
6-9pm Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym 

Wednesday 10/29 11:55am Noondav Book Club Sbbrooks52@gmail.com for 
link 

5-7:15pm PreK-12th Grade WNL Various 
5:30pm Adult Game Night Fellowship Hall 
6:30pm Woodcarvers Meet Basement 
6:45pm Chancel Choir Practice Choir Room 
7:30pm Chancel Bell Practice Bell Room 

Thursday 10/30 12:30pm Dulcimer HCMA Room 112 
5:30pm Hastings Literacy Classes Middle School and Choir 

Room 
6-8pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE NE Classroom 
7-8pm Cub Scouts  Scout Room 

Friday 10/31 10am-12pm Mahjong Basement Youth Room 
Sunday 11/2 8:30am Contemplative Worship Service Chapel 

9:15am Sunday School for all ages Various 
10am HAW Store open  Library 
10:30am Traditional Worship Service Sanctuary, Facebook, Radio 
11:30am HAW Store open Library 

mailto:Sbbrooks52@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

Presbyterian 
Women would like to thank everyone for your donations for the disaster 
buckets. We were able to put together 9 buckets and had money for 
shipping and for a donation for other materials that might be needed. With 
the bad storms this summer, the buckets and donations are needed. Thank 
you for your generosity! 

 

  



  



 

 

 

 

  



 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Presbyterian Church 

621 N. Lincoln Ave. 

Hastings, NE 68901 

 

402-462-5147 

fpc@fpchastings.org 
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