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A Season of Preparation, Anticipation, and Joy 
 
Dear First Presbyterian Church Family, 
 
As we approach the season of Advent, we are invited once again into that holy space of 
preparation and anticipation. Advent is more than a countdown to Christmas, it is a season that 
shapes us, forms us, and awakens in us a deeper longing for God’s presence. Together, we 
remember the miracle of Christ’s birth 2,000 years ago, and we also lean forward with hope 
toward the promise that Christ will come again. Advent teaches us to watch, to wait, and to 
welcome God’s light in the midst of our world. 
 
This year, our church family has the gift of entering the Advent spirit even before Advent 
officially begins. Our pre-Advent and early Advent activities are designed not simply to fill the 
calendar, but to shape our hearts and minds for the coming of Christ. 
 
Thursday, November 20 – Final Community Soup Supper (for now!) 
What a beautiful gift these soup suppers have been. Thank you to all who have cooked, served, 
welcomed, and cleaned. Together we have truly been the hands and feet of Christ, offering 
nourishment and hospitality to our hungry neighbors. This will be our final weekly supper for 
now, but we anticipate continuing this ministry on a monthly basis, so stay tuned! 
 
Sunday, November 23 – Hanging of the Greens (11:30–12:30) 
After worship, join us as we decorate our sanctuary, church building, and grounds for Advent 
and Christmas. Whether you can stay 10 minutes or an hour, your help makes a difference. 
Many hands truly make light work, and joyful work! This time of decorating together is always a 
wonderful way to set the tone for the season. 
 
Sunday, November 30 – First Sunday of Advent 
On this first Sunday of the season, be sure to pick up your Advent Devotional Guide, lovingly 
written by church members and staff. Inside you’ll find scripture, reflections, prayers, and our 
Reverse Advent Calendar, a collection item for each day that will support local ministry 
partners, including: 

• Hastings Public Schools Food Pantry 
• Crossroads Homeless Shelter 
• Catholic Social Services 
• Toys for Tots 

This devotional unites us as we journey through Advent together in study, prayer, generosity, 
and service. 
 
And this is just the beginning! As you read through this newsletter, you’ll discover many more 
opportunities to experience the joy, peace, hope, and love of the season: 

• A professional handbell concert 
• A display of family nativity/creche scenes 
• The Hastings College Holiday Concert 
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• Our Christmas Cantata 
• A Children’s Christmas Craft Make-and-Take Event 
• A Blue Christmas Service for those carrying grief or hardship 
• And so much more… 

 
Each moment, each gathering, each act of worship and service helps us prepare room in our 
hearts, not just for a baby in a manger long ago, but for the living Christ who still comes to us 
today and who will come again in glory. 
 
May this Advent be a season of holy expectation for you and your family. May it deepen your 
hope, steady your spirit, and open you to the wonder of God’s love made flesh. 
 
With gratitude for walking this journey together, 

 
 
 
 

Pastor Greg 

 

 
November Ushers and Greeters 

November Ushers (Team #3) Captain – Dave Fisher, Andrew Barrows, Phil Odom, 
Doug Soderquist 

 

November Greeters  Memorial Room Narthex 

23 Jane & Chuck Bauer Melissa Davis 

30 Kim Hermann Melissa Davis 

 

December (Team #4) Captain – George Howard, Susie Graham, Dixie McDonald, 
Gale McDonald, Lori Schroeder, Ted Schroeder 

December Greeters Memorial Room  Narthex 
7 Kathy & Curtis Reimer Susan Hoff 

14 Cathy & John Pershing Melissa Davis 
21 Paul & Lynette Krieger Jenna Jorgensen 

Christmas Eve  5:30 p.m. 24 Volunteers Needed Volunteers Needed 
Christmas Eve 7:30 p.m. 24 Volunteers Needed Volunteers Needed 

28 Milrae & Harold Korb Melissa Davis 
 



  



 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday 11/18 9-11am Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym 
10:30am Staff Meeting In-person 
12pm Bible Study Anderson Room 
5:30pm Hastings Literacy Classes Middle School and Choir 

Room 
6-9pm Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym 

Wednesday 11/19 9:30am PW Circles 1 & 2 Fellowship Hall 
12-1pm Noonday Book Club Sbbrooks52@gmail.com for 

link 
1:15pm PW Circle 3 Fellowship Hall 
5pm-7:15pm PreK-12th Grade WNL various 
5:30pm Adult Game Night Fellowship Hall 
6:30pm Woodcarvers Basement 
6:45pm Chancel Choir Practice Choir Room 
7:30pm Chancel Bells Bell Room 

Thursday 11/20 9-11am Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym 
12:30pm Dulcimer HCMA Room 112 
5:30pm Hastings Literacy Classes Middle School Youth and 

Choir Rooms 
5:30pm Session Meets Anderson Room 
6-9pm Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym 
6-8pm Community-Wide Soup Supper Fellowship Hall 
6-8pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE NE Gym 

Friday 11/21 9-11am Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym 
10am-12pm Mahjong  Basement Youth Room 

Sunday 11/23 8:30am Contemplative Worship Service Chapel 
9:15am Sunday School for all ages Various 
10am HAW Store Open Library 
10:30am Traditional Worship Service Sanctuary, Facebook, Radio 
11:30am HAW Store Open Library 
11:30am Hanging of the Greens Various 
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Monday 11/24 9-11am Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym 
12pm Memorial Committee Meeting Anderson Room 
1-3pm FPC Pickleball  PEACE Gym 
1:30pm Quilters PEACE Quilting Room 
6-9pm Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym 
6-8pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE NE Classroom 
7-9pm Chorus of the Plains Rehearsal Choir Room 

Tuesday 
11/25 

9-11am Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym 
10:30am Staff Meeting In-person 
12pm Bible Study Anderson Room 
5:30pm Hastings Literacy Classes Middle School Youth and 

Choir Rooms 
6-9pm Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym 

Wednesday 
11/26 

9-11am Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym 
12pm-
1pm 

Noonday Book Club Sbbrooks52@gmail.com 
for link 

NO WNL Activities, NO Chancel Choir, NO Chancel Bells 
Thursday 
11/27 

 Church Offices closed for Thanksgiving  

Friday 11/28  Church Offices closed for Thanksgiving  
Sunday 11/30 8:30am Contemplative Worship Service Chapel 

 No Sunday School  
10am HAW Store Open Library 
10:30am Traditional Worship Service Sanctuary, Facebook, 

Radio 
11:30am HAW Store Open Library 
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November Communion Offering 

United Harvest 
 

October Communion Offering Update 
The October Communion Offering  

raised a total of $1,022.00 
which will benefit Peace and Global Mission, 

Thank you for your generous support. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Celebrate the Advent Season at First 
Presbyterian Church Hastings at the 

Congregation  
Nativity Set  

Share 
Display opens in Fellowship Hall at  

8:00 a.m. on  
Sunday, December 7 

and closes at 1:00 p.m. 
 

Instructions: 
Bring your family’s nativity set to 

Fellowship Hall  
Saturday, December 6  

between 10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.  
Be sure to provide a written description 

and history unique to your creche. 
 
 

Enjoy the wonderful variety,  

art forms, and unique stories of these 

special representations of 

the Nativity. 

 

A special project of the  
Worship, Arts, and Music Committee 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 



POINSETTIAS 

 

Poinsettias may be purchased in honor of or in memory of a loved 
one. The cost is $15 each. Money raised over the cost will be donated 
to United Harvest. 
Your donation makes a difference. Please return your order form 
to the church office as soon as possible. 
 

Poinsettia in memory of: 
____________________________________________________________ 
Poinsettia in honor of: 
____________________________________________________________ 
Given by: 
____________________________________________________________ 

I will take my poinsettia home after the Christmas Eve services:   ☐ Yes         ☐ No 

I will leave my poinsettia at the church:                                               ☐ Yes         ☐ No 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Free Tax Preparation Clinic will be taking place in Hastings for several days in 
February and March to help families complete their taxes and we need volunteer Tax 
Preparers!  No experience is needed and you will receive training to help people 
complete simple returns.  This is a rewarding opportunity to volunteer for over one or 
several days to help families receive Tax Credits they are eligible for.  We are looking 
for Volunteers to be Greeters as well!  Go to https://tcan.unl.edu/ to learn more and to 
sign up.   

https://tcan.unl.edu/


 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

First Presbyterian Church 

621 N. Lincoln Ave. 
Hastings, NE 68901 
402-462-5147 

fpc@fpchastings.org 
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