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Worship & Adult Education Series: Justice, Restoration, and God’s Enduring 
Promises of Hope 

 
Dear First Presbyterian Church Family: 
 
November brings shorter days, cooler nights, and a season of reflection. It is also a month when 
many of us yearn for signs of light, hope, and renewal. This year, our worship and study life will 
journey together into the powerful world of the Old Testament prophets through a three-week 
sermon series titled “Justice, Restoration, and God’s Enduring Promises of Hope.” 

 
The prophets were not fortune-tellers or distant mystics. They were real people speaking God’s 
truth into real moments of crisis; calling God’s people back to justice, compassion, trust, and 
courage. Their words challenged complacency, confronted injustice, and reminded weary hearts 
that God was not finished yet. Walter Brueggemann calls this the “prophetic imagination,” 
the ability to envision God’s future even when the world around us feels broken or uncertain. 
 
While these prophetic words are ancient, they are far from outdated. In a world that wrestles 
with division, fear, and uncertainty, the prophets call us to live with hope rooted in God’s 
character. They push us to imagine what God’s justice and peace can look like today: in our lives, 
our community, and the wider world. 
 
Sermon Series – Sundays at 10:30am 

November 9: “Let Justice Roll” – Amos 1:1–2; 5:14–15, 21–24 

The prophet Amos speaks to a comfortable nation that has forgotten God’s call to justice. Hope 
begins not with denial, but with honesty—and with lives aligned to God’s righteousness. What 
does it mean for justice to “roll down like waters” in our world today? 
November 16: “A Light Shines in the Darkness” – Isaiah 9:1–7 

God’s people know darkness deeply: fear, conflict, loss, and despair. Into that darkness comes a 
surprising promise—a child, a Prince of Peace. God’s hope doesn’t come with force, but through 
peace, compassion, and transformed hearts. Where do we see God’s light breaking in? 
November 23: “A Future with Hope” – Jeremiah 29:1, 4–14 

Jeremiah writes to exiles living far from home, unsure of their future. God tells them to plant, 
build, seek the welfare of the city, and trust that a future with hope is still unfolding. What does 
it look like to plant seeds of hope—even in uncertain soil? 
 
Adult Education with Dr. Dan Deffenbaugh – Sundays at 9:15am, November 2 – 
December 14 

Alongside the sermon series, we are delighted to welcome our scholar-in-residence, Dr. Dan 
Deffenbaugh to dig deeper into the prophetic voices in November and early December. Dr. 
Deffenbaugh will help us explore the prophetic imagination more deeply, looking not only at the 
history and context of Amos, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Daniel, and Ezekiel, but also at how their voices 
continue to speak into our time. 
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These sessions will help us ask faithful questions: 
• Why do the prophets challenge God’s people so boldly? 
• How do we discern God’s truth in a world with so many competing voices? 
• What does faithful hope look like when the world feels uncertain? 

 
In every generation, the people of God have needed prophetic voices—voices that remind us who 
we are, who our neighbors are, and what kind of world God is calling us to build. That need is 
just as real today. 
 
Come learn, worship, question, and hope with us 

Whether you are a lifelong Bible student or new to the prophets, this series offers a chance to 
grow in faith and imagination. As we prepare to enter Advent, the season of waiting and hope, 
these prophetic words can help us listen more deeply for God’s voice and live more boldly into 
God’s promises. 
 
Join us Sunday mornings: 

• Adult Education at 9:15am with Dr. Deffenbaugh 
• Worship at 8:30 or 10:30am 

 
Together, we’ll listen for God’s enduring promises of justice, restoration, and hope and discover 
what it means to embody those promises in our world today. 
 
 
In hope, 

 
 
 
 

Pastor Greg 

 

 

November Ushers and Greeters 
November Ushers (Team #3) Captain – Dave Fisher, Andrew Barrows, 
Phil Odom, Doug Soderquist 

 

November Greeters  Memorial Room Narthex 

9 Lois Hafer Erica & Brent Brooks 

16 Sue Medsker Melissa Davis 

23 Jane & Chuck Bauer Melissa Davis 

30 Kim Hermann Melissa Davis 

 



Shutdown Community Soup Suppers – Join Us in Feeding Our Neighbors 
  
In the Gospels, we read six different stories of Jesus feeding the multitudes, and in Matthew 25 
Jesus says, “I was hungry and you gave me food.” In the spirit of that calling, and in response to 
the federal government shutdown suspending SNAP benefits and furloughing many workers in 
our community, our church is launching Shutdown Community Soup Suppers every Thursday 
evening from 6:00–8:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall, beginning this week. 
  
This ministry was sparked by an idea from Hannah Jensen-Heitmann and Rose Koepp, who 
wondered: What if we simply offered a warm meal and a kind welcome to anyone who needs it 
during the shutdown? With that inspiration, we are stepping out in faith. 
  
Here’s how you can help: 

• Bring a pot or crockpot of soup on Thursdays (drop-off around 5:30 p.m.) 
• Stay to eat, visit, and offer hospitality to our guests 
• Pray for our neighbors who are struggling during this time, and for the volunteers serving 

them 
  
Peace Lutheran Church has signed on to host on Tuesdays and First United Methodist Church 
will host on Wednesdays, creating a weekly rhythm of shared meals in our community. 
  
We have never done anything quite like this before. We do not know how many people will 
come, how much soup we will need, or how long the shutdown will last. But we trust in the 
generosity of this congregation and in the guidance of the Holy Spirit. If there are leftovers, 
wonderful—people can take soup home. If more people come than we expect, we will do our 
best and learn as we go. 
  
Most of all, this is a chance to embody the love of Christ in a simple, tangible way: a warm bowl 
of soup and a place at the table. 
If you would like to volunteer, bring soup, or learn more, please contact the church office. Thank 
you for helping us feed our neighbors with grace and joy. 
  

  



 

 



 

November Communion Offering 

United Harvest 

 

 

October Communion Offering 
Update 

The October Communion Offering  

raised a total of $1,022.00 

which will benefit Peace and 
Global Mission, 

Thank you for your generous 
support. 

 

Tuesday 11/4 9-11am Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym 
10:30am Staff Meeting In-person 
12pm Bible Study Anderson Room 
5:30pm Hastings Literacy Classes Middle School & Choir 

Room 
6pm Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym 
6-7:30pm WAM Meeting Anderson Room  

Wednesday 11/5 11-11:45am PW Coord Team Parlor 
11:45am PW Program and Luncheon Fellowship Hall 
12pm Noonday Book Club Sbbrooks52@gmail.com for 

link 
5-7:15pm PreK-12th Grade WNL Various 
5:30pm-7pm Adult Bingo Night Fellowship Hall 
6:30pm Woodcarvers  Basement 
6:45pm Chancel Choir Practice Choir Room 
7:30pm Chancel Bells Bell Room 

Thursday 11/6 9-11am Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Center 
12:30pm Dulcimer  HCMA Room 112 
5:30pm Hastings Literacy Classes Middle School & Choir 

Rooms 
5:30pm Global Mission Committee  Anderson Room 
6pm Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym 
6pm-8pm Community-Wide Soup Supper Fellowship Hall 
6-8pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE NE Classroom 
7-8pm Cub Scouts  Scout Room 

Friday 11/7 9-11am Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym 
10am-12pm  Mahjong  Basement Youth Room 
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Sunday 11/9 8:30am Contemplative Worship Service Chapel 
9:15am Sunday School for all ages Various 
10am HAW Store Open Library 
10:30am Traditional Worship Service Sanctuary, Facebook, Radio 
11:30am HAW Store open  Library 

Monday 11/10 9-11am Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym 
1-3pm 1st Pres Pickleball PEACE Gym 
1:30pm Quilters PEACE Quilting Room 
6-9pm Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym 
6-8pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE NE Classroom 
7-9pm Chorus of the Plains Rehearsal Choir Room 

Tuesday 11/11 9-11am Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym 
10:30am Staff Meeting In-person 
12pm Bible Study Anderson Room 
5:30pm Hastings Literacy Classes Middle School & Choir 

Rooms 
5:30pm Trustees Basement Youth Room 
5:30pm Congregational Life Meeting Anderson Room 
6pm Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym 
6:45pm Deacons Anderson Room 

Wednesday 11/12 12pm Noonday Book Club Sbbrooks52@gmail.com for 
link 

5-7:15pm PreK-12th Grade WNL Various 
5:30pm Adult Game Night Fellowship Hall 
6:30pm Woodcarvers Basement 
6:45pm Chancel Choir  Choir Room 
7:30pm Chancel Bells Bell Room 

Thursday 11/13 9-11am Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym 
12:30pm Dulcimer HCMA Room 112 
5:30pm Hastings Literacy Classes Middle School & Choir 

Rooms 
6pm Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym 
6pm-8pm Community-Wide Soup Supper Fellowship Hall 
6pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE Gym 
7pm Cub Scouts Scout Room 

Friday 11/14 9am Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym 
10am Mahjong Basement Youth Room 

Saturday 11/15 9:45-11:30am United Harvest PEACE Center 
Sunday 11/16 8:30am Contemplative Worship Service Chapel 

9:15am Sunday School for all ages Various 
10am HAW Store Open Library 
10:30am Traditional Worship Service Sanctuary, Facebook, Radio 
11:30am HAW Store Open Library 
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  Celebrate the Advent Season at First 
Presbyterian Church Hastings at the 

Congregation  
Nativity Set  

Share 
Display opens in Fellowship Hall at  

8:00 a.m. on  
Sunday, December 7 

and closes at 1:00 p.m. 
 

Instructions: 
Bring your family’s nativity set to 

Fellowship Hall  
Saturday, December 6  

between 10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.  
Be sure to provide a written description 

and history unique to your creché. 
 

 

Enjoy the wonderful variety,  

art forms, and unique stories of these 

special representations of 

the Nativity. 
 

A special project of the  
Worship, Arts, and Music Committee 



Hastings College Meal Assistance over Thanksgiving Break 
 
Hello local churches, 
 
We are now looking forward to Thanksgiving Break!  During this break, our cafeteria closes and 
we will have several students on campus (mostly international students) who might appreciate 
any meals!  We are asking this year that meals be delivered to Hazelrigg Student Union!).  You 
may stay and eat with the students or deliver and we will serve. We'll have around 25 students 
on campus, but they may not all come to all meals!   
Please consider providing lunch (11:30-12:30) or dinner (5:30-6:30) on November 21st-28th. 
Please email me at doodle.harris@hastings.edu, by November 7th, if you are interested in 
providing a meal or to donate food. If you'd simply like to donate food, we'll pass it out to 
students staying campus (Mac and Cheese and boxes of cereal are favorites!).  Those items 
can be delivered any time before November 17th! 
 
Thanks so much! I am grateful for all of the support you all show our Hastings College Students! 
 
-Doodle Harris 
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Commemoration of Our 

Faithful Family & friends  

Departed In Death 

October 30, 2024 – October 29, 2025 
 

 

Ken Stein 
November 9, 1951 – October 30, 2024 

 

Eleanor Jorgenson 
December 20, 1931 – November 8, 2024 

 

Melissa Eckhardt 
September 26, 1953 – December 26, 2024 

 

Pat Kleiber 
December 15, 1937 – December 27, 2024 

 

Wayne Ganow 
December 18, 1935 – January 17, 2025 

 

Jane Johnson 
September 29, 1937 – February 11, 2025 

 

Shirley Streck 
April 2, 1931 – February 20, 2025 

 

Bill Anderson 
September 5, 1938 – February 24, 2025 

 

Jane Tushaus 
November 17, 1943 – April 9, 2025 

 

Vicki Nieves 
February 13, 1982 – April 15, 2025 

 

Ron Bourke 
October 1, 1951 – May 9, 2025 

 

Jim Harrenstein 
August 3, 1953 – September 16, 2025

 

 

 



 

  



  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Presbyterian Church 

621 N. Lincoln Ave. 

Hastings, NE 68901 

402-462-5147 

fpc@fpchastings.org 

Return Service Requested 


