
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRELUDE                      “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” arr. Innes 
 Organist Linda Vollweiler 

 

WELCOME  Greg Allen-Pickett 
 
INTROIT “Advent Majesty” arr. Karen L. Buckwalter 
 The King Shall Come  
 Savior of the Nations Come/O Come, O Come Emmanuel (arr. Byron W. Jensen) 
 O Sing a Song of Bethlehem  
 Chancel Handbells, director Byron Jensen 
  

CALL TO WORSHIP AND LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE Essink Family 
We have lit the candles of hope, peace, and joy. The fourth candle reminds us of 
God’s deep and abiding love. 
For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son. 
The prophets spoke of God’s steadfast love: a love that never lets go, a love that 
chooses to dwell with us. 
We see that love made flesh in Jesus Christ. 
Today we will light the candle of love, for love is stronger than fear, violence, or 
death. May this light reflect the love we are called to share. 
Come, Lord Jesus. Teach us to love as you love. 
Let us pray. 
God of love, you sent your Son to be Emmanuel, God-with-us. Make 
your home in us, that we may share your love with our neighbors 
and our strangers near and far. In Christ, love incarnate, we pray. 
Amen. 
 

*OPENING HYMN         “Light Dawns on a Weary World” (lyrics below) 
 Tyler Koepp, Song Leader 

 
Light dawns in a weary world, 

when eyes begin to see all people’s dignity.  
Light dawns in a weary world: the promised day of justice comes. 

 
Love spreads in a weary world, when gossiped talk is ceased  

and hearts long to make peace.   
Love spreads in a weary world: the promised day of welcome comes. 



CALL TO CONFESSION   

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Holy and Loving God, you have loved us enough to come close, to 
take on flesh, to dwell among us, to meet us in water and Word. 
Yet we confess that we often prefer a love that stays safe and distant.  
 
We turn love into an idea rather than a practice, a feeling rather 
than a commitment, a belief rather than a way of life. 
You call us to embody love, but we resist the vulnerability it 
requires. You call us to get our hands dirty in service, yet we keep 
them clean and comfortable. You call us to see your image in every 
neighbor and stranger, yet we look away from suffering, injustice, 
and need. 
 
Forgive us, O God. Wash us again in your mercy. Renew in us the 
promises of our baptism, that we might live as people claimed by 
love, sent into the world as the hands and feet of Christ. In the name 
of Jesus, the Word made flesh, we pray. 

 
SILENT CONFESSION & QUESTION FOR CONTEMPLATION 

How can I receive the love that God has given me and share that love with the 
world? 

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
Friends, hear the good news: The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, 
full of grace and truth. From his fullness, we have all received, grace upon grace. 
In Jesus Christ, God’s love comes near;  
God’s mercy meets us in real and tangible ways, and our sins are forgiven. 
In the waters of baptism, we are claimed and made new. 
In the love of Christ, we are forgiven and set free to live as God’s beloved. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Amen! 

  
*RESPONSE OF PRAISE “Glory to God” 582 
 
*PEACE OF CHRIST   

The Peace of Christ be with you! 
And also, with you! 

(Greet one another by sharing the Peace of Christ with those around you) 
 

SHARING THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH 
 
ANTHEM “Christmas Meditation” arr. Michael Helman 
 Away in a Manger 
 It Came Upon a Midnight Clear 
 

 
Scan to sign-in and let 

us know you were 

 



PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
Loving God, as your Word once became flesh and dwelt among us, 
come now and dwell with us through your Spirit. Open our hearts 
and minds 
to hear your Word not as distant truth, but as living grace. Let your 
Word take shape within us, illuminating our lives with love, calling 
us to faith made visible in service. 
 
As we listen, as we witness the waters of baptism, as we gather 
around Word and sacrament, may your light shine in us and 
through us, that we might see your love and be changed by it. 
 
Through Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh, we pray. Amen. 

 
SCRIPTURE READING John 1:1-18  
 
SERMON  “Love Made Flesh, Love Poured Out”  
 A sermon by Greg Allen-Pickett for the fourth Sunday of Advent 
 

*HYMN “Love Has Come” 110 
 
BAPTISMS Madelyn Alice Koepp and Elise Kireina Koepp 
 
BAPTISM QUESTION FOR THE CONGREGATION 

Through the act of baptism, these children will be received into Christ’s church, 
and we all have a role in their nurture.  To that end, I ask the congregation, do 
you promise, with God’s help, to support and pray for these children and their 
parents?  And, do you promise to love these children and to assist them in 
becoming faithful followers of Jesus Christ?  If so, please respond by saying,  
“We do.” We Do. 

 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (The Apostle’s Creed) 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, 
and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the 
Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day 
he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on 
the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall 
come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the 
holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of 
sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
BAPTISM SONG “God Claims You” Stanley Farr 
 

     



OFFERING   
All loose coins in the offering plate will be donated to the PC(USA) Hunger Fund. 
 

OFFERTORY “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing!” arr. Brian Childers 
   

*DOXOLOGY “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow” 606 

 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

Generous and Loving God, you have poured yourself 
out for us, taking on flesh, dwelling among us full of 
grace and truth.  All that we have and all that we are 
come from your hand. We give these gifts in gratitude, 
not as an obligation, but as a response to your love. 
 
Use these offerings, and use us, to make your love 
visible in the world. Where there is hunger, let our gifts 
bring nourishment. Where there is brokenness, let our lives bring 
healing. Where there is despair, let your hope take flesh through us. 
Send us out, O God, as baptized people with willing hearts and ready 
hands, to go and serve in the name of Jesus Christ, the Word made 
flesh, our Savior and our Lord. Amen. 

 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
*HYMN        “Sing of God Made Manifest” 156 
 
*CHARGE AND BLESSING 
 
POSTLUDE “Sing We Now of Christmas” arr. Kevin McChesney 
 

(The postlude serves as a musical blessing for worshipers as they transition out into the world.) 
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COME JOIN US FOR WORSHIP ON CHRISTMAS EVE AND NEXT WEEK  
& INVITE YOUR NEIGHBORS, FAMILY, AND FRIENDS! 

 
Wednesday 12/24: Christmas Eve 

2pm: Worship at College View Retirement Community 
5:30pm: Family Worship Service with Children’s Choir 

7:30pm: Traditional Worship Service with Chancel Choir 
11pm: Contemplative Worship Service 

 
5:30, 7:30, and 11pm service will also be broadcast live on YouTube: 

https://www.youtube.com/@FPCHastings  

 
 

Sunday 12/28:  
10:30 am Casual Worship Service in the Fellowship Hall with a light breakfast 

 
 

THE FLOWERS are given by First Presbyterian Church of Hastings. 
 
THE RADIO BROADCAST is given in memory of Waunita and Don Butler by family 
and friends.  
 
NURSERY Kim Bogan, Meredith Oliver 
 
ACOLYTES Student Volunteers 
 
USHERS (Team #4) Captain – George Howard, Susie Graham, Dixie McDonald, 
Gale McDonald, Lori Schroeder, Ted Schroeder 
 
GREETERS 

 
  

December Memorial Room  Narthex 

21 Paul & Lynette Krieger Jenna Jorgensen 

Christmas Eve 5:30 p.m. 24 Welsch Family Daveta & Dick Brader 

Christmas Eve 7:30 p.m. 24 Mary Kay LaMaster Dan Deffenbaugh 

28 Milrae & Harold Korb Volunteer Needed 

https://www.youtube.com/@FPCHastings


 
  



 

Dear Members and Friends of FPC, 
 
Thank you for your generous contributions. Many of you use investments for the benefit of the 
church. Sometimes these checks come to the church without the contributor’s name. Getting 
these checks credited to the appropriate contributor is very important, but without a name, it 
is impossible. When you request your gift be sent to the church, please let Melissa or me know 
that it is on its way. 
 
Thank you, 
Deb Hamburger 
Finance Administrator 
 

 

  



  



  



 

 

 

 

 
  



 

 
  

Sunday 12/21 8:30am Contemplative Worship Service Chapel 
9:15am Sunday School for all ages various 
10am HAW Store Open Library 
10:30am Traditional Worship Service Sanctuary, Radio, YouTube 
11:30am HAW Store Open Library 
7pm Blue Christmas Service Sanctuary 

Monday 12/22 9am Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym 
1-3pm 1st Pres Pickleball PEACE Gym 
1:30pm Quilters PEACE Quilting Room 
6-9pm Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym 
7-9pm Chorus of the Plains Choir Room 

Tuesday 12/23 9am Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym 
10:30am Staff Meeting In-person 
12pm Bible Study Anderson Room 
6-9pm Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym 

Wednesday 
12/24 

9am Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym 
2pm Christmas Eve Service  College View 
5:30pm Christmas Eve Service (Family) Sanctuary 
7:30pm Christmas Eve Service 

(Traditional) 
Sanctuary 

11pm Christmas Eve Service 
(Contemplative) 

Sanctuary 

Thursday 
12/25 

 Church Offices Closed 
Merry Christmas! 

 

Friday 12/26  Church Offices Closed  
Sunday 12/28  NO Contemplative Worship 

Service 
 

 NO Sunday School  
10am HAW Store Open Library 
10:30am Worship and brunch Fellowship Hall 
11:30am HAW Store Open Library 



 

 


