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This is our church: Presbyterian Polity and the Annual Congregational Meeting 

One of the gifts of being Presbyterian is that we believe deeply—both theologically and 
practically—that the church belongs to the people of God. Not to a pastor. Not to a small 
group behind the scenes. Not to a denomination far away. This is your church. 

That conviction is rooted in one of the core ideas of the Reformed tradition: the 
priesthood of all believers. Drawing on passages like 1 Peter 2:9: “You are a chosen 
race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people,” Presbyterians affirm that every 
baptized member is called to participate in Christ’s ministry and in the life and governance 
of the church. Each of us is gifted by the Holy Spirit, each of us is entrusted with 
responsibility, and each of us has a voice in the life of the church. 

How Presbyterians are led 

The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) is not governed by bishops, or by congregational vote 
alone. Presbyterian governance, what we call polity, is built on shared leadership and 
communal discernment.  

At First Presbyterian Church of Hastings, the spiritual and practical leadership of the 
congregation is entrusted to the Session, which is made up of 13 ruling elders. Ruling 
elders are elected from the congregation and ordained to serve as spiritual leaders: listening 
for God’s guidance, caring for the life of the church, and helping the congregation live 
faithfully into its calling. The term “ruling elder” is not about “ruling” over the church, but 
rather think of a ruler used to measure things. Our ruling elders are measuring, 
encouraging, and leading our church together.  

As your pastor, I serve as the teaching elder on Session. While pastors have a particular 
role that includes preaching, teaching, administering the sacraments, and offering pastoral 
leadership, we are clear in our polity that all elders share equal responsibility and 
authority in governing the church. No one elder speaks alone; we discern and lead 
together. The Book of Order puts it this way: “Ruling elders and teaching elders are 
called to serve together in councils of the church” (F-3.02). 

Discerning the Holy Spirit together 

At every level of the church, our calling is not simply to make decisions efficiently, but to 
discern the will of the Holy Spirit. Scripture reminds us that “There are varieties of 
gifts, but the same Spirit… To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common 
good” (1 Corinthians 12:4, 7). 
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That belief is why Presbyterians pray before meetings, listen carefully to one another, and 
value participation. Discernment is rarely quick or easy, but we trust that God speaks 
through the gathered community. 

Why the Annual Congregational Meeting Matters 

The Annual Congregational Meeting is one of the most visible and important 
expressions of this shared leadership. At this meeting, the congregation: 

• Receives the annual budget, a practical and theological document that reflects 
our shared priorities and mission 

• Votes on the terms of call for the pastors, affirming the covenant between 
pastors and congregation 

• Elects officers, elders, deacons, and trustees, entrusting fellow members with 
leadership in the coming years 

• Reflects on the annual report, to think about how we have “been the church” 
over the last year and how we plan to “be the church” in the year to come.  

These actions are not mere formalities. They are acts of faith and trust, moments when the 
congregation claims its responsibility for the present and future of the church. As the Book 
of Order reminds us, “The people of God are called to participate in God’s mission 
in the world” (F-1.01), and that participation includes prayerful decision-making about 
leadership and resources. 

A shared calling 

Presbyterian polity assumes something hopeful and demanding: that God’s Spirit is at work 
not just in individuals, but in the whole body. When we gather for a congregational meeting, 
we do so not as consumers or spectators, but as members of Christ’s body, seeking together 
to be faithful stewards of the church we love. 

So when you attend the Annual Congregational Meeting on Sunday, January 25 at 10:30am, 
remember: 
This is your church. 
Your voice matters. 
Your presence matters. 

And together, with humility, prayer, and hope, we trust that God will continue to guide us 
into the future God is preparing. 

Your servant in Christ, 

 

 

Teaching Elder (Pastor) Greg  



January & February Ushers & Greeters 

January Ushers (Team #5) Captain – Melissa Davis, Matt Fong, Julie Thomsen, 

Justin Brader 

January 2026 Greeters Memorial Room Narthex 

25 Karen Doerr Jan Bolliger 

 

February Ushers (Team #6) Chanda Essink, Lynne Friedewald, Chuck Shoemaker 

February 2026 Greeters Memorial Room Narthex 

1 Ann & Robin Koozer Melissa Davis 

8 Jeni & George Howard Julie Thomsen 

15 Mary Fisk Kim Creech 

22 Bonnie & Kenton Grams Carol Harrenstein 

 

  



  



 

  

Tuesday 1/20 9-11am Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym 
10:30am Staff Meeting In Person 
12pm Bible Study Anderson Room 
5:30pm Hastings Literacy Classes Middle School Youth and 

Choir Rooms 
6-9pm Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE gym 

Wednesday 
1/21 

9-11am Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE gym 
9:30am PW Circles 1 & 2 Fellowship Hall 
12pm Noonday Book Club Sbbrooks52@gmail.com for 

link 
1:15pm PW Circle 3 Fellowship Hall 
5pm-7:15pm PreK-12th Grade WNL Various 
5:30pm Adult game night Fellowship Hall 
6:30pm Woodcarvers Meet Basement 
6:45pm Chancel Choir Practice Choir Room 
7:30pm Chancel Bells Practice Bell Room 

Thursday 1/22 9-11am Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE gym 
12:30pm Dulcimer HCMA Room 112 
5:30pm Hastings Literacy Classes Middle School Youth and 

Choir Rooms 
6-9pm Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE gym 
7-8pm Cub Scouts Scout Room 

Friday 1/23 9-11am Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE gym 
10am Mahjong Ladies Basement Youth Room 

Saturday 1/24 3pm Jens Korndörfer Organ Recital Sanctuary 
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Sunday 1/25 9:15am Sunday School for all ages Various 
10am HAW Store Open Library 
10:30am Traditional Worship Service  Sanctuary, You Tube, Radio 
11:30am Annual Congregational Meeting Sanctuary 
11:30am HAW Store Open Library 

Monday 1/26 9am-11am Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym 
1-3pm 1st Pres Pickleball PEACE Gym 
1:30pm Quilters PEACE Quilting Room 
5:30pm Foundation Board Meeting Anderson Room 
6-10pm Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym 
6-8pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE NE Classroom 
7-9pm Chorus of the Plains Rehearsal Choir Room 

Tuesday 1/27 9am-11am Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym 
10:30am Staff Meeting In-person 
11:45am Habitat for Humanity Board Meeting Middle School Youth Room 
12pm Bible Study Anderson Room 
5:30pm Hastings Literacy Classes Middle School Youth and 

Choir Rooms 
6-9pm Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym 

Wednesday 
1/28 

9-11am Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym 
12pm Noonday Book Club Sbbrooks52@gmail.com for 

link 
5-7:15pm PreK-12th Grade WNL Various 
5:30pm Adult Game Night Fellowship Hall 
6:30pm Woodcarvers Meet basement 
6:45pm Chancel Choir Practice Choir Room 
7:30pm Chancel Bells Practice Bell Room 

Thursday 1/29 9-11am Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym 
12:30pm Dulcimer HCMA Room 112 
5:30pm Hastings Literacy Classes Middle School Youth and 

Choir Rooms 
6-9pm Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym 
6-8pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE NE Classroom 
7-8pm Cub Scouts Scout Room 

Friday 1/30 10am Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym 
10am Mahjong Basement Youth Room 

Sunday 2/1 8:30am Contemplative Worship Service Chapel 
9:15am  Sunday School for all ages Various 
10am HAW Store Open Library 
10:30am Traditional Worship Service Sanctuary, Radio, You Tube 
11:30am HAW Store Open Library 
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First Presbyterian Church 

621 N. Lincoln Ave. 

Hastings, NE 68901 

402-462-5147 

fpc@fpchastings.org 
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