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Dear Church Family, 

 

At the beginning of worship this past Sunday I began by welcoming those gathered into the 

new year. I do truly hope that you are all doing well as the new year begins. And please know 

that if you are not, you have an entire church family that you can rely on for strength and 

support. We may not be able to fix everything for you but we can certainly make sure that 

you don’t face it alone. May the new year treat us all kindly and bring us peace. 

 

One thing that we can be sure the new year will bring to us is a new lectionary cycle. The 

lectionary cycle offers suggestions for scripture to be studied on Sunday mornings 

throughout the year and as we move into 2026, we also move into a prolonged study of the 

Gospel of John.  

 

Among the four gospels found in the Bible, the Gospel of John stands out. Matthew, Mark, 

and Luke are often collectively referred to as the Synoptic Gospels. Word sleuths among us 

can already tell you that synoptic quite literally means “viewed together” and the term 

illustrates that these three (Matthew, Mark, and Luke) have a very similar viewpoint. While 

there is material and emphasis that is unique to each narrative, these three generally tell the 

same stories in the same sequence. They can (sometimes to their detriment and our 

confusion) be viewed together. 

 

John really cannot be lumped in with the others. This is due to a variety of factors. For 

example, in the Gospel of John the miracles of Jesus are often referred to as signs and their 

main function is to draw people into belief in Jesus and recognition of his identity as God’s 

Messiah. Whereas, in the Synoptic tradition Jesus’ miracles do not reveal Jesus’ identity, 

but rather signify the nearness of the Kingdom of God. Really the entire Gospel places a 

heavy emphasis on the identity of Jesus. Look no further than the first chapter and you will 

find a completely different kind of birth narrative that contains no references to dates or 

time or places and instead focuses entirely on Jesus’ identity as the Word of God made flesh. 

 

The use of artistic, poetic, and double-meaning language, like that found in the opening 

chapter, is another reason that John has such a distinct flavor. The narrative is filled with 

extended conversations between Jesus and others in which Jesus frequently uses symbolic 

imagery and language dripping with double meaning to convey his thoughts. These 

conversations often leave people confused or saying things that they themselves do not 

understand.  

 

Another frequent motif in the Gospel, which adds to the focus on Jesus’ identity, is Jesus’ 

use of “I am” statements. Throughout the narrative Jesus will use this phrase to define  
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himself by way of objects from everyday life such as bread, light, a door, a good shepherd, 

and the true vine. In other moments Jesus will say that he is, more abstractly, the 

resurrection, the way, the truth, and the life. The Synoptic Gospels, by contrast, contain 

stories which reveal the nature of God’s Kingdom. In those narratives Jesus will often use 

the phrase, “The Kingdom of God/Heaven is like” before telling an illustrative parable. In 

the Gospel of John Jesus reveals himself first and then, by extension, the nature of God’s 

rule. 

 

The Gospel of John is enigmatic, poetic, and full of cross meaning and double talk. It is a 

Gospel that is brimming with questions and which often draws a sharp contrast between 

those who belief and those who do not. Already within the Gospel we have heard Jesus ask 

Andrew and others “What are you looking for?” while inviting them to “Come and see” 

where he is staying. As we move into and through the new year, I am excited to be spending 

more time with this puzzling Gospel as we, together, come and see who Jesus is and what he 

is up to. 

 

Peace and all good, 

 

 

 

Pastor Damen   

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday 1/6 9-11am Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym 
10:30am Staff Meeting In-person 
12pm Bible Study Anderson Room 
6-9pm Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym 
6-7:30pm WAM Meeting Anderson Room 

Wednesday 
1/7 

9-11am Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym 
12pm Noonday Book Club Sbbrooks52@gmail.com 

for link 
5-7:15pm PreK-12th Grade WNL Various 
5:30pm Adult Game Night Fellowship Hall 
6:30pm Woodcarvers Basement 
6:45pm Chancel Choir Practice Choir Room 
7:30pm Chancel Bells Practice Bell Room 

Thursday 1/8 9-11am Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym 
12:30pm Dulcimer HCMA Room 112 
5:30pm Global Mission Committee 

Meeting 
Anderson Room 

6-8pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE NE Classroom 
6-9pm Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym 
7-8pm Cub Scouts Scout Room 

Friday 1/9 9-11am Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym 
10am-12pm Mahjong Ladies Basement Youth Room 

Sunday 1/11 8:30am Contemplative Worship Service Chapel 
9:15am Sunday School for all ages Various 
10am-10:30am HAW Store Open Library 
10:30am Traditional Worship Service Sanctuary, Radio, You 

Tube 
11:30am Go & Serve Luncheon Fellowship Hall 
11:30am HAW Store Open Library  
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Sunday 1/11 8:30am Contemplative Worship Service Chapel 
9:15am Sunday School for all ages Various 
10am-10:30am HAW Store Open Library 
10:30am Traditional Worship Service Sanctuary, Radio, You Tube 
11:30am Go & Serve Luncheon Fellowship Hall 
11:30am HAW Store Open Library  

Monday 1/12 9am-11am Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym 
10am-3pm PEO-GK Fellowship Hall 
1-3pm FPC Pickleball  PEACE Gym 
1:30pm Quilters PEACE Quilting Room 
6-10pm Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym 
6-8pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE NE Classroom 
7-9pm Chorus of the Plains Rehearsal Choir Room 

Tuesday 1/13 9-11am Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym 
10:30am Staff Meeting In-person 
12pm Bible Study Anderson Room 
5:30pm Hastings Literacy Classes Middle School Youth & 

Choir Rooms 
5:30pm Congregational Life Meeting Anderson Room 
5:30pm Trustees Meeting Basement Youth Room 
6-9pm Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym 
6:45pm Deacons Anderson Room 

Wednesday 
1/14 

9-11am Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym 
12pm Noonday Club Sbbrooks52@gmail.com for 

link 
5pm-7:15pm PreK-12th Grade WNL Various 
5:30pm Adult Game Night Fellowship Hall 
6:30pm Woodcarvers Basement 
6:45pm Chancel Choir Practice Choir Room 

Thursday 1/15 9-11am Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym 
12:30pm Dulcimer HCMA Room 112 
5:30pm Hastings Literacy Classes 2nd floor Middle School 

Youth & Choir Rooms 
5:30pm Session Meets Anderson Room 
6-9pm Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym 
6-8pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE NE Classroom 
7-8pm Cub Scouts Scout Room 

Friday 1/16 9-11am Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym 

10am PEO Chapter G Fellowship Hall 
10am Mahjong Basement Youth Room 

Saturday 1/17 9:45am-11:30am United Harvest PEACE Center 
8:30am-3pm HSO Young Artist Competition Various 

Sunday 1/18 8:30am Contemplative Worship Service Chapel 
9:15am Sunday School for all ages Various 
10am HAW Store Open Library 
10:30am Traditional Worship Service Sanctuary, Radio, You Tube 
11:30am HAW Store Open  Library 
3pm-9pm HC Honor Choir & Band Rehearsal various 
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January Ushers & Greeters 

January Ushers (Team #5) Captain – Melissa Davis, Matt Fong, Julie Thomsen, Justin 

Brader 

January 2026 Greeters Memorial Room Narthex 

11 Erica & Brent Brooks  

18 Cheryl & Ed Lockwood Mary Kay LaMaster 

25 Karen Doerr Jan Bolliger 

 



 

A Free Tax Preparation Clinic will be taking place in Hastings for several days in 

February and March to help families complete their taxes and we need volunteer Tax 

Preparers!  No experience is needed and you will receive training to help people 

complete simple returns.  This is a rewarding opportunity to volunteer for over one or 

several days to help families receive Tax Credits they are eligible for.  We are looking 

for Volunteers to be Greeters as well!  Go to https://tcan.unl.edu/ to learn more and to 

sign up.  

  

https://tcan.unl.edu/


  



 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Presbyterian Church 

621 N. Lincoln Ave. 

Hastings, NE 68901 

402-462-5147 

fpc@fpchastings.org 

Return Service Requested 


