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Seeing the Gospel: Welcoming “The Art Pastor,” Dr. Steve Thomason 

Sometimes the best way to hear the Gospel is to see it.  

This weekend we have a special guest joining us at 
First Presbyterian Church of Hastings who helps 
people do exactly that. Dr. Steve Thomason, known as 
“The Art Pastor,” will be with us for a full weekend of 
learning, creativity, and worship. 

Dr. Thomason is an associate professor of Spiritual 
Formation and Discipleship at Luther Seminary. He 
describes himself as a post-Evangelical, missional, 
neo-Lutheran theologian, rostered in the ELCA, and 
an artist. More simply put, he is someone who loves 
God deeply and has dedicated his life to helping 
others grow in faith through both words and images. 
He has created graphic-novel style renderings of 
numerous books of the Bible and regularly develops 
visual, innovative, and educational resources for the 
church. His work explores spiritual formation, biblical 
studies, theology, and art in ways that are accessible, 
thoughtful, and often surprisingly moving. 

We are excited that his time with us will span several settings in our community: 

• Friday: Dr. Thomason will present to two Hastings College art classes, engaging 
students in conversation about creativity and visual storytelling. 

• Saturday: He will record a podcast conversation with Pastor Damen about art, 
theology, and the life of the church. 

• Sunday Morning Adult Education Forum: Dr. Thomason will offer an 
Introduction to the Gospel of John, using both teaching and visual art to 
illuminate the themes of light, revelation, and transformation that run 
throughout John’s Gospel. 

• Sunday Worship: Dr. Thomason will preach and share his artwork, focusing 
on John 4:46 – 5:18, inviting us to encounter Scripture not only through hearing 
but also through seeing. 
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For many of us, faith has long been shaped by sermons, hymns, and study. Dr. 
Thomason reminds us that images can also be a doorway into deeper understanding. 
His art does not replace Scripture; rather, it opens fresh angles of reflection, helping us 
notice details, emotions, and connections we might otherwise miss. In a season when we 
are walking through the Gospel of John together, his presence feels especially timely. 

Whether you are an artist, a lifelong Bible student, or simply someone curious about 
new ways of engaging faith, this weekend offers a unique opportunity. Come to the adult 
education forum to explore the big picture of John’s Gospel, and then join us in worship 
as we experience Scripture proclaimed through both word and image. 

If you’d like to preview some of Dr. Thomason’s work or learn more about his story and 
approach, you can visit his website at www.stevethomason.net  

We often say that God meets us in many ways: through music, through community, 
through service, and through silence. This weekend, we will also be reminded that God 
can meet us through art. I hope you will join us as we welcome Dr. Steve Thomason and 
open ourselves to seeing the Gospel with fresh eyes. 

Your Servant in Christ, 

 

 

Pastor Greg 

 

 

 

 

February Ushers & Greeters 

February Ushers (Team #6) Chanda Essink, Lynne Friedewald, Chuck Shoemaker 

February 2026 Greeters Memorial Room Narthex 

8 Jeni & George Howard Julie Thomsen 

15 Mary Fisk Kim Creech 

22 Bonnie & Kenton Grams Carol Harrenstein 

 

http://www.stevethomason.net/


Communion Offering Updates 

The Christmas Joy offering raised a total of $3,127.20 

The January communion offering raised a total of $608.00  

Thank you for your generous support! 

  



 

  

Tuesday 2/3 10:30am Staff Meeting In-person 
12pm Bible Study Anderson Room 
5:15pm EnCourage Program PEACE Center 
5:30pm Hastings Literacy Classes Middle School & Choir 

Rooms 
6-9pm Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym 
6pm WAM Meeting Anderson Room 

Wednesday 
2/4 

8am-4pm Hastings Middle School PEACE West Classroom 
9-11am Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym 
11am PW Coord. Team Parlor 
11:45am PW Luncheon Fellowship Hall 
12pm Noonday Book Club Sbbrooks52@gmail.com for 

link 
5pm-7:15pm PreK-12th Grade WNL Various 
5:30pm Adult Game Night Fellowship Hall 
6:30pm Woodcarvers Basement 
6:30pm Chancel Choir Practice Choir Room 
7:30pm Chancel Bells Practice Bell Room 

Thursday 2/5 9-11am Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE gym 
12:30pm Dulcimer HCMA Room 112 
5:30pm Hastings Literacy Classes Middle School Youth and 

Choir Rooms 
5:30pm Mission Committee Meeting Anderson Room 
6-10pm Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE gym 
6pm-8:30pm Cub Scouts Pinewood Derby Fellowship Hall 
6-8pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE NE Classroom 

Friday 2/6 9-11am Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym 
10am-12pm Mahjong Basement Youth Room 
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Sunday 2/8 8:30am Contemplative Worship Service Chapel 
9:15am Sunday School for all ages Various 
10am HAW Store Open Library 
10:30am Traditional Worship Service Sanctuary, Radio, You Tube 
11:30am HAW Store Open Library 

Monday 2/9 9-11am Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE gym 
12:30pm-3pm PEO-GK Fellowship Hall 
1-3pm 1st Pres. Pickleball PEACE Gym 
1:30pm Quilters PEACE Quilting Room 
6-9pm Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE gym 
6-8pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE NE Classroom 
7-9pm Chorus of the Plains Choir Room 

Tuesday 2/10 9-11am Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym 
10:30am Staff Meeting In-person 
12pm Bible Study Anderson Room 
5:30pm Hastings Literacy Classes Middle School Youth & Choir 

Rooms 
5:30pm Congregational Life Meeting Anderson Room 
5:30pm Trustee Meeting PEACE West Classroom 
5:30pm Hastings Literacy Classes Middle School Youth and Choir 

Rooms 
6-9pm Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym 
6:45pm Deacons Anderson Room 

Wednesday 2/11 9-11am Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym 
12pm Noonday Book Club Sbbrooks52@gmail.com for link 
5-7:15pm PreK-12th Grade WNL Various 
5:30pm-7pm Adult Game Night Various 
6:30pm Woodcarvers Basement 
6:45pm Chancel Choir Practice Choir Room 
7:30pm Chancel Bells Bell Room 

Thursday 2/12 9-11am Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym 
12:30pm Dulcimer HCMA Room 112 
4-6pm Hastings College Choir Dress 

Rehearsal 
Sanctuary 

5:30pm Hastings Literacy Classes Middle School Youth and Choir 
Room 

6-8pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE NE Classroom 
6-10pm Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym 
7-8pm Cub Scouts  Scout Room 

Friday 2/13  Jr. High Retreat  
9-11am Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym 
10am-12pm Mahjong  Basement Youth Room 

Saturday 2/14  Jr. High Retreat  
Sunday 2/15 8:30am Contemplative Worship Service Chapel 

9:15am Sunday School for all ages Various 
10am HAW Store Open Library 
10:30am Traditional Worship Service Sanctuary, Radio, You Tube 

11:30am HAW Store Open Library 
3pm HC Choir Concert Sanctuary 
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LANGENBERG LESSON SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM was 

established to encourage the youth of our church in their musical 

pursuits through the generosity of the late Luella Langenberg. 

• Parents of students in grades 1-12 may apply for up to $250 per 
semester to offset the cost of private music instruction. Grants are 
limited to one per child. 

• Areas of study include piano, voice, guitar, or any band/orchestral 
instrument. 

• Parents must be members of First Presbyterian Church, and students 
must be active participants in the church choir/music program. 

Application forms are available in the church office and on the church 

website. 

• DEADLINE FOR THE Spring 2026 GRANT PROGRAM IS April 1, 
2026. 

• GRANTS ARE RENEWABLE; PARENTS MUST RE-APPLY EACH 
SEMESTER. 

Applications are available on the shelf outside the Church Offices or on 

the Church website at: 

https://fpchastings.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Langenberg-

form-Spring-2026.pdf  

https://fpchastings.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Langenberg-form-Spring-2026.pdf
https://fpchastings.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Langenberg-form-Spring-2026.pdf


 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Presbyterian Church 

621 N. Lincoln Ave. 

Hastings, NE 68901 

402-462-5147 

fpc@fpchastings.org 

Return Service Requested 


