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Ash Wednesday: Remembering the Dust, Receiving the Grace 

Dear First Presbyterian Church Family: 

Each year the season of Lent begins with a simple, quiet, and deeply meaningful service: 
Ash Wednesday. It is not flashy. It is not loud. It is honest. And it is beautiful. 

On Ash Wednesday we gather to receive a small cross of ashes on our foreheads and to 
hear the ancient words: “Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.” 

At first, those words can sound somber. In a world that often encourages us to avoid 
thinking about limits or endings, Ash Wednesday invites us into something 
different: Not fear, but honesty. Not shame, but humility. Not despair, but hope. 

The story of our faith begins with dust. In the book of Genesis, we hear that God formed 
the first human from the dust of the ground and breathed life into them. Humanity is 
dust animated by Spirit, ordinary material shaped by loving hands. The 
message is not that we are insignificant, but that we are deeply connected to God’s 
creation and lovingly held within it. 

Later, in the Gospel of John, Chapter 9, Jesus kneels down and uses dust from the 
ground to make mud that brings healing to a man born blind. Dust becomes a means of 
restoration and new sight. From the very beginning of scripture to the ministry of Jesus, 
we see a consistent truth: God is not afraid of dust. God works with dust. God 
delights in dust. God loves dust. 

The ashes we use on Ash Wednesday also carry their own story. They are made from the 
palm branches we waved joyfully on Palm Sunday last year. The same branches that 
once marked celebration and parade are gathered, dried, and burned to create the ashes 
placed on our foreheads. The palms of joy become the ashes of reflection. Our faith 
holds both celebration and honesty, both triumph and humility. Ash 
Wednesday reminds us that life includes both, and God is present in all of it. 

Receiving ashes is not about guilt, it is about grounding. It reminds us that we are 
human. We are finite, imperfect, in need of grace. And it reminds us that we are also 
deeply loved. The cross traced in ashes is a symbol not only of mortality, but 
of mercy. Even as we remember that we are dust, we are pointed toward the hope of  
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resurrection. The cross tells us that God enters fully into our human experience and 
does not abandon us there.                                        

Ash Wednesday is the doorway into Lent, a season of reflection, renewal, 
and preparation for Easter. It is an invitation to slow down, to pay attention, and to 
make space for God’s light in our lives. It is a moment to ask gentle questions about 
where we need healing, where we seek clarity, and where we long for new life. 

We invite you to join us for this meaningful service as we begin the Lenten journey 
together. We will gather in the sanctuary on Wednesday, February 18 at 
7:15pm for this service. Come as you are. Come with questions, with hopes, with 
weariness, or with curiosity. Come to remember that you are dust, and to be reminded 
that you are loved. 

Your Servant in Christ, 

 

Pastor Greg 

 

February & March Ushers & Greeters 

February Ushers (Team #6) Chanda Essink, Lynne Friedewald, Chuck Shoemaker 

February 2026 Greeters Memorial Room Narthex 

22 Bonnie & Kenton Grams Carol Harrenstein 

 

 

March Ushers (Team #1) Chuck Hastings, Kim Creech, Volunteers Needed  

 

March 2026 Greeters Memorial Room Narthex 

1 Gifts of Women Sunday Gifts of Women Sunday 

8 Carolyn & Richard McKenzie Melissa Davis 

15 Margaret & Charles Hermes Sue Medsker 

22 Clyde Sachtleben & Carolyn Nowka Melissa Davis 

29 Kay Georgiana Volunteers Needed 

 



 

 

 

 

  



 

  



 

  

Tuesday 2/17 9-11am Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE gym 

10:30am Staff Meeting In-person 

12pm Bible Study Anderson Room 

5:30pm Hastings Literacy Classes Middle School Youth and Choir 
Rooms 

6-9pm Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE gym 

7pm Cruise Orientation Anderson Room 

Wednesday 
2/18 

9-11am Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE gym 

9:30am PW Circles 1 & 2 Fellowship Hall 
12pm Noonday Book Club Sbbrooks52@gmail.com for link 

1:15pm PW Circle 3 Fellowship Hall 
5pm PreK-12th Grade WNL Various 

5:30pm Adult Game Night  Fellowship Hall 
6:30pm Woodcarvers Basement 
6:45pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal Choir Room 

7:15pm Ash Wednesday Service Fellowship Hall 
Thursday 2/19 9-11am Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym 

12:30pm Dulcimer HCMA Room 112 

5:30pm Hastings Literacy Classes Middle School Youth and Choir 
Rooms 

5:30pm Session Meets Anderson Room 

6-8pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE NE Classroom 

6-10pm Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE gym 

7pm Cub Scouts Scout Room 

Friday 2/20 9-11am Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE gym 

10am Mahjong Ladies Basement Youth Room 

11:45am PEO-G PEACE NW Classroom 

Saturday 2/21 9:45-11:30am United Harvest PEACE Center 
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Sunday 2/22 8:30am Contemplative Worship Service Chapel 
9:15am Sunday School for all ages various 

10am HAW Store Open Library 

10:30am Traditional Worship Service Sanctuary, Radio, YouTube 

11:30am HAW Store Open Library 

Monday 2/23 9-11am Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE gym 

1-3pm 1st Pres Pickleball PEACE gym 

1:30pm Quilters PEACE quilting room 

6-8pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE NE Classroom 

6-9pm Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE gym 

7-9pm Chorus of the Plains Choir Room 

Tuesday 2/24 9-11am Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE gym 

10:30am Staff Meeting In-person 

11:45am Habitat for Humanity Board Middle School Youth Room 

12pm Bible Study Anderson Room 

5:30pm Hastings Literacy Classes Middle School Youth and Choir 
Rooms 

6-9pm Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE gym 

Wednesday 
2/25 

9-11am Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE gym 

12pm-1pm Noonday Book Club Sbbrooks52@gmail.com for link 

5-7:15pm PreK-12th grade WNL various 

5:30pm Adult Game Night  Fellowship Hall 
6:30pm Woodcarver’s Meet Basement 
6:45pm Chancel Choir Choir Room 

7:30pm Chancel Bells Bell Room 

Thursday 2/26 9-11am Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE gym 

12:30pm Dulcimer HCMA Room 112 

5:30pm Hastings Literacy Classes Middle School Youth and Choir 
Rooms 

6-8pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE NE Classroom 

6-10pm Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE gym 

7-8pm Cub Scouts Scout Room 

Friday 2/27 9-11am Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE gym 

10am-12pm Mahjong Ladies Basement Youth Room 

Saturday 2/28 9am-1pm Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE gym 

Sunday 3/1 8:30am Contemplative Worship Service Sanctuary 

9:15am Sunday School for all ages various 

10am HAW Store Open Library 

10:30am Traditional Worship Service Sanctuary, Radio, YouTube 

11:30am HAW Store Open Library 
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LANGENBERG LESSON SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM was 
established to encourage the youth of our church in their musical 
pursuits through the generosity of the late Luella Langenberg. 
• Parents of students in grades 1-12 may apply for up to $250 per 

semester to offset the cost of private music instruction. Grants are 
limited to one per child. 

• Areas of study include piano, voice, guitar, or any band/orchestral 
instrument. 

• Parents must be members of First Presbyterian Church, and students 
must be active participants in the church choir/music program. 

Application forms are available in the church office and on the church 
website. 

• DEADLINE FOR THE Spring 2026 GRANT PROGRAM IS April 1, 
2026. 

• GRANTS ARE RENEWABLE; PARENTS MUST RE-APPLY EACH 
SEMESTER. 

Applications are available on the shelf outside the Church Offices or on 
the Church website at: 

https://fpchastings.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Langenberg-
form-Spring-2026.pdf  

https://fpchastings.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Langenberg-form-Spring-2026.pdf
https://fpchastings.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Langenberg-form-Spring-2026.pdf


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Presbyterian Church 

621 N. Lincoln Ave. 

Hastings, NE 68901 

402-462-5147 

fpc@fpchastings.org 

Return Service Requested 


