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Walking with Jesus Through the Questions of Lent 
 
Dear First Presbyterian Church family: 
 
As we continue our journey through the season of Lent, our congregation has been walking step-
by-step through the final chapters of the Gospel of John. Lent invites us to slow down and reflect 
— not only on what happened to Jesus during the final days of his life, but also on what these 
stories reveal about our own hearts and our own discipleship. 
 
Over the past few weeks, we have encountered three powerful moments in John’s Gospel that 
ask searching questions of anyone who seeks to follow Christ. 
 
On March 8, we read the story of Jesus’ arrest and Peter’s denial (John 18:12–27). Peter had 
been one of Jesus’ closest followers. He had witnessed miracles, heard Jesus’ teaching, and even 
boldly proclaimed his loyalty. Yet when the pressure mounted and standing with Jesus became 
risky, Peter denied even knowing him — not once, but three times. 
 
It is easy for us to shake our heads at Peter. Yet if we are honest, perhaps we recognize ourselves 
in him. How often do we soften or hide our faith when it might make us uncomfortable? How 
often do we remain silent when the love, justice, and compassion of Christ call us to speak? 
Peter’s story reminds us that discipleship is not only about what we believe when things are 
easy, but how we live when faith becomes costly. 
 
Then on March 15, we moved to Jesus’ trial before Pontius Pilate (John 18:28–40). During this 
encounter, Pilate famously asks Jesus a haunting question: “What is truth?” 
 
It is a question that echoes powerfully in our own time. We live in a world full of competing 
voices, conflicting narratives, and endless streams of information. Truth can feel slippery, 
complicated, or even inconvenient. Pilate seems less interested in discovering truth than in 
avoiding the consequences of it. Standing before him is Jesus — the one who earlier in John’s 
Gospel declared, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life.” Yet Pilate looks truth in the face and 
walks away. 
 
Again, we might recognize something of ourselves in that moment. How often do we ask 
questions about truth without truly wanting the answer? How often do we turn away when the 
truth challenges our assumptions, our comfort, or our loyalties to worldly powers? 
 
This coming Sunday, March 22, we will continue the story as Jesus is mocked, humiliated, and 
ultimately condemned to crucifixion (John 19:1-16). In this chilling scene, the religious leaders 
cry out to Pilate, “We have no king but Caesar.” 
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These are startling words. The very leaders entrusted with guiding Israel in faith declare their 
allegiance to the power of empire rather than to the reign of God. In their fear, anger, and 
political calculation, they reject the very authority they are called to proclaim. 
 
And once again, Lent invites us to ask where we see ourselves in the story. Who or what claims 
our loyalty? What powers, ideologies, or identities compete for the allegiance that belongs to 
Christ alone? Do we sometimes place our trust in political power, social status, personal 
security, or cultural identity instead of the transforming reign of God? 
 
These three scenes — Peter’s denial, Pilate’s question, and the chief priests’ declaration — reveal 
something profound about the human condition. Fear, confusion, and misplaced loyalties 
surround Jesus on every side as he walks the path toward the cross. Yet the story is not 
ultimately about human failure. It is about the steadfast love of Christ. 
 
Even as Peter denies him, Jesus continues forward. Even as Pilate questions truth, Jesus 
embodies it. Even as the crowds reject his kingship, Jesus reveals a kingdom not built on 
violence or domination, but on sacrificial love. 
 
This is why Lent is such an important season in the life of the church. It is not a time for guilt or 
shame, but for honest reflection. Lent invites us to look into the mirror of the Gospel and ask 
difficult but life-giving questions: 
 
Where do we deny Christ? 
Where do we avoid the truth? 
Where do we give our allegiance to lesser kings? 
 
And in asking these questions, we also hear the good news. The same Jesus who walked through 
betrayal, injustice, and rejection is the one who meets us with grace. Peter’s denial is not the end 
of Peter’s story. Failure is never the final word in the kingdom of God. 
 
As we continue our Lenten journey together, may these stories invite us into deeper reflection, 
deeper repentance, and deeper trust in the One who is truly our King. And may we follow Jesus 
faithfully — not only when it is easy, but wherever the way of love leads. 
 
Your Servant in Christ, 

 
 
 

Pastor Greg 
 
 

March Ushers and Greeters 

March Ushers (Team #1) Chuck Hastings, Kim Creech, Volunteers Needed  

 

March 2026 Greeters Memorial Room Narthex 

22 Melissa Davis Volunteers Needed 

29 Kay Georgiana Volunteers Needed 



April Ushers and Greeters 

April (Team #2) Captain – Duane Huber, Steve Illingworth, Daveta & Dick Brader, 

Lois Hafer 

April Greeters Memorial Room Narthex 

Easter 8:30am    5 Volunteers Needed Melissa Davis 

Easter 10:30am    5 Harold & Milrae Korb Jan Bolliger 

12 Damen & LaRaesha Kugal Melissa Davis 

19 Lynne Friedewald & Chuck Shoemaker Jenna Jorgensen 

26 Jane & Chuck Bauer Susan Cole 

 

Easter Greeters and Ushers Needed We are need of Ushers and Greeters for 

the 8:30 a.m. service on Easter. Please let the church office know if you are able to help 

out. Thanks so much! 

  



 

EASTER LILIES 2026 

Easter Lilies are $12 each. Monies raised above the cost will be donated to Heartland Health. 

Lily in memory of __________________________________________ 

Lily in honor of____________________________________________ 

Given by_________________________________________________ 

I will take my Lily home after the Easter Sunday services:   ☐ Yes         ☐ No 

I will leave my Lily at the church:                                               ☐ Yes        ☐ No 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

LANGENBERG LESSON SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM was established to 

encourage the youth of our church in their musical pursuits through the generosity 

of the late Luella Langenberg. 

• Parents of students in grades 1-12 may apply for up to $250 per semester to offset 
the cost of private music instruction. Grants are limited to one per child. 

• Areas of study include piano, voice, guitar, or any band/orchestral instrument. 
• Parents must be members of First Presbyterian Church, and students must be 

active participants in the church choir/music program. 
Application forms are available in the church office and on the church website. 

• DEADLINE FOR THE Spring 2026 GRANT PROGRAM IS April 1, 2026. 
• GRANTS ARE RENEWABLE; PARENTS MUST RE-APPLY EACH SEMESTER. 
Applications are available on the shelf outside the Church Offices or on the Church 

website at: 

https://fpchastings.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Langenberg-form-Spring-

2026.pdf 

 

 

Tues. 3/17 9-11am Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE gym 
10:30am Staff Meeting In-person 
12pm Bible Study Anderson Room 
5:30pm Hastings Literacy Classes Middle School Youth and Choir 

Rooms 
6-8pm Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE gym 

Wed. 3/18 9-11am Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE gym 
9:30am PW Circles 1 & 2 PEACE Center NW Classroom 
12pm Noonday Book Club Sbbrooks52@gmail.com for link 
12:30pm-7pm HC Brass Day TBD 
1:15pm PW Circle 3 PEACE Center NW Classroom 
5-7:15pm PreK-12th Grade WNL Various 
5:30pm Adult Game Night Fellowship Hall 
6:30pm Woodcarvers Basement 
6:45pm Chancel Choir Practice Choir Room 
7:30pm Chancel Bells Bell Room 

Thur. 3/19 9-11am Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym 
12:30pm Dulcimer HCMA Room 112 
5:30pm Hastings Literacy Classes Middle School & Choir Rooms 
6-8pm Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE gym 
6-8pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE NE Classroom 
7pm Cub Scouts  Scout Room 

Fri. 3/20 9-11am Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE gym 
10am Mahjong Ladies Basement Youth Room 

Sat. 3/21  United Harvest PEACE Center 

https://fpchastings.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Langenberg-form-Spring-2026.pdf
https://fpchastings.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Langenberg-form-Spring-2026.pdf
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Sun. 3/22 8:30am Contemplative Worship Service Chapel 
9:15am Sunday School for all ages Various 
10am HAW Store Open Library 
10:30am Traditional Worship Service Sanctuary, YouTube, Radio 
11:30am HAW Store Open Library 
12pm Chili Cook-off Fellowship Hall 

Mon. 3/23 9-11am Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE gym 
1-3pm Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE gym 
1:30pm Quilters PEACE quilting room 
6-8pm Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE gym 
6-8pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE NE Classroom 
7-9pm Chorus of the Plains Choir Room 

Tues. 3/24 9-11am Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE gym 
10:30am Staff Meeting In-person 
11:45am Habitat for Humanity Middle School Youth Room 
12pm Bible Study Anderson Room 
5:30pm Hastings Literacy Classes Middle School Youth and Choir 

Rooms 
6pm Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE gym 

Wed. 3/25 9-11am Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE gym 
12pm Noonday Book Club Sbbrooks52@gmail.com for link 
5pm-7:15pm PreK-12th Grade WNL various 
5:30pm Adult Game Night Fellowship Hall 
6:30pm Woodcarvers Basement 
6:45pm Chancel Choir Practice Choir Room 
7:30pm Chancel Bells Bell Room 

Thur. 3/26 9-11am Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE gym 
12:30pm Dulcimer HCMA Room 112 
5:30pm Hastings Literacy Classes Middle School Youth and Choir 

Rooms 
5:30pm Session Meets Anderson Room 
6pm Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE gym 
6pm-8pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE gym 
7-8pm Cub Scouts Scout Room 

Fri. 3/27 9-11am Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE gym 
10am-12pm Mahjong Ladies Basement Youth Room 

Sun. 3/29  Palm Sunday  
8:30am Contemplative Worship Service Chapel 
9:15am Sunday School for all ages Various 
10am HAW Store Open Library 
10:30am Traditional Worship Service Sanctuary, YouTube, Radio 
11:30am HAW Store Open Library 
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