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A Season of Transition: Holding Grief and Hope Together 
 

Dear First Presbyterian Church Family, 
 
As many of you now know, I have accepted a call to serve as Senior Pastor of Lake Grove 
Presbyterian Church in Oregon. This decision did not come easily. It has been one of the 
most difficult decisions of my life, because this church—you—have been such a 
meaningful part of my life and my family’s life. 
 
Over the past nine years, we have shared a remarkable journey together. We have grown 
in faith, deepened our commitment to being a church that is “welcoming all, living love, 
and transforming lives,” and walked side by side through seasons of joy and sorrow, 
challenge and renewal. From strategic planning and congregational growth, to 
navigating the pandemic, to celebrating our 150th anniversary and completing a 
transformative capital campaign, God has been at work among us in powerful ways. 
 
We have worshiped with joy, served our neighbors through ministries like the United 
Harvest Mobile Food Pantry, strengthened global partnerships like Frontera de Cristo, 
and built a vibrant, growing community of faith. We have welcomed new members, 
celebrated baptisms and confirmations, and borne witness to God’s faithfulness time 
and time again. 
 
And so, as I shared in my letter, this is a moment where we are called—like on Easter 
morning—to hold both grief and hope together. There is real sadness in this transition. 
But there is also deep and abiding hope, because the same God who has guided us this 
far is not finished with any of us yet. 
 
I want to assure you that we are actively and thoughtfully preparing for this transition. 
The Session will meet on Thursday, April 30, to begin formalizing a transition plan. Our 
hope is to have a clear plan coming out of that meeting—one that ensures continuity in 
worship, ministry, and pastoral care, and that keeps the strong momentum of this 
church moving forward. You will hear more from Session in the days ahead as those 
plans take shape. 
 
And in the midst of all of this, I want to remind you of something deeply important: 
 
This is your church. 
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Pastors are called to serve for a season—to preach, to teach, to shepherd, and to walk 
alongside a congregation for a time. But the church does not belong to the pastor. It 
belongs to Christ—and it is lived out through you, the people of God. 
 
You are the church. 
 
You are the ones called to be the hands and feet of Christ in this community. You are the 
ones who welcome the stranger, feed the hungry, care for one another, and share the 
love of Christ in ways both seen and unseen. And that calling does not change in a 
season of transition—it becomes even more important. 
 
If the past nine years have shown us anything, it is this: God is faithful, and this 
congregation is resilient, generous, and full of grace. 
 
I have every confidence that the Holy Spirit will continue to guide you, just as the Spirit 
has guided us together. The story of First Presbyterian Church of Hastings is still being 
written—and it is a story that you will continue to live and tell. 
 
With deep gratitude, and with both grief and hope, 

 
 
 
 

Pastor Greg 

 

 

 

May Ushers and Greeters 

May Ushers (Team #3) Captain – Dave Fisher, Andrew Barrows, Phil Odom, Doug 
Soderquist, John Pershing 

May Greeters Memorial Room Narthex 

3 Kili & Justin Wenburg Lynette & Paul Krieger 

10 Dick & Daveta Brader Carolyn & Richard McKenzie 

17 Dixie & Gale McDonald Volunteers Needed 

24 John & Linda Carllson Sue Medsker 

31 Ann & Robin Koozer Carol Harrenstein 



 
 

  



 

 
  



 

 

 
 



  

Tues. 4/28 9-11am Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym 
10:30am Staff Meeting In person 
11:45am Habitat for Humanity Room 203 
12pm Bible Study Anderson Room 
5:30pm Hastings Literacy Classes 2nd floor Middle School 

Youth and Choir Rooms 
6-8pm Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym 

Wed. 4/29 9-11am Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym 
12pm Noonday Book Club Sbbrooks52@gmail.com for 

link 
5-7:15pm PreK-12th Grade WNL various 
5:30pm Adult Game Night  Fellowship Hall 
6:30pm Woodcarvers Meet Basement 
6:45pm Chancel Choir Choir Room 
7:30pm Chancel Bells Bell Room 

Thur. 4/30 9-11am Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym 
12:30pm Dulcimer HCMA Room 112 
5:30pm Hastings Literacy Classes 2nd floor Middle School 

Youth and Choir Room 
6-8pm Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym 
6-8pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE NE Classroom 
7-8pm Cub Scouts Scout Room 

Fri. 5/1 9-11am Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym 
10am-12pm Mahjong Ladies Basement Youth Room 

Sat. 5/2 11:30am Elmer Heeren Funeral with 
Luncheon to follow 

Sanctuary, Fellowship Hall 
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May Communion Offering 

Hastings Middle School Garden 
 

 

Sun. 5/3  Confirmation Sunday  
8:30am Contemplative Worship Service Chapel 
9:15am  New Members Class 2nd floor Confirmation Room 
9:15am Sunday School for all ages Various  
10am HAW Store Open Library 
10:30am Traditional Worship Service Sanctuary, Radio, YouTube 
11:30am Confirmation Reception Fellowship Hall 
11:30am HAW Store Open Library 

Mon. 5/4 1:30pm Quilters PEACE Quilting Room 
5:30pm Columbarium Meeting Lydia Room 
6-8pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE NE Classroom 
6-7:30pm WAM Meeting Anderson Room 
7-9pm Chorus of the Plains Rehearsal Choir Room 

Tues. 5/5 10:30am Staff Meeting In-person 
12pm Bible Study Anderson Room 
5:30pm Hastings Literacy Classes Middle School Youth and Choir 

Rooms 
5:30pm United Harvest Board Meeting PEACE NW Classroom 

Wed. 5/6 11-11:45am PW Coord. Team  Parlor 
11:45am PW Program and Luncheon Fellowship Hall 
12pm Noonday Book Club Sbbrooks52@gmail.com for link 
5-7:15pm PreK-12th Grade WNL various 
5:30pm Adult Game Night Fellowship Hall 
6:30pm Woodcarvers Meet Basement 
6:45pm Chancel Choir Choir Room 
7:30pm Chancel Bells Bell Room 

Thur. 5/7 12:30pm Dulcimer HCMA Room 112 
4-5pm HC Baccalaureate Rehearsal Sanctuary 
5:30pm Hastings Literacy Classes Middle School Youth and Choir 

Rooms 
5:30pm Global Mission Committee PEACE NW Classroom 
6-8pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE NE Classroom 
7-8pm Cub Scouts Scout Room 

Fri. 5/8 10am Mahjong  Basement Youth Room 
6pm HC Baccalaureate Sanctuary 

Sun. 5/10 8:30am Contemplative Worship Service Chapel 
9:15am Sunday School for all ages Various 
9:15am New Members Class 2nd floor Confirmation Room 
10am HAW Store Open Library 
10:30am Traditional Worship Service Sanctuary, Radio, YouTube 
11:30am HAW Store Open Library 
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First Presbyterian Church 

621 N. Lincoln Ave. 

Hastings, NE 68901 

402-462-5147 

fpc@fpchastings.org 

Return Service Requested 

 
First Presbyterian Church of Hastings 

Sharing the love of Christ from the heart of Hastings since 1873 
 

Head of Church: Jesus Christ     Ministers: Members of the Church 
Senior Pastor: Rev. Greg Allen-Pickett    Associate Pastor: Rev. Damen Jensen-Heitmann 
Organist and Music Director: Linda Vollweiler   Director of Children & Family 
Chancel Choir Director: Dr. Miggi Angangco   Ministries: Rose Koepp 
Chancel Bells & Calvin/Westminster    Church Office Administrator: Melissa Davis 
Bells Director: Dr. Byron Jensen     Custodian: Keidy Debbe 
Calvin/Westminster Choir Director: Linda Johnson  Bookkeeper: Deb Hamburger 
Praise/Alleluia Choir Director: Teresa Canady   Scholar in Residence: Dr. Dan Deffenbaugh 
Praise/Alleluia Bells Choir Director: Dr. Susan Oliver  
Accompanist and Music Coordinator: Mary Plock 
 


