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Reflections and celebrations of baptisms and new members! 

 

Dear First Presbyterian Church Family: 
 

As we move through this season of transition together, I’ve found myself reflecting on the 
beautiful signs of life and hope we continue to witness at First Presbyterian Church. 
 

On Sunday, May 10, we celebrated the baptism of a 
child in our congregation. This coming Sunday, 
May 17, we will welcome a class of new members 
into the life of the church. Just two weeks ago, we 
celebrated confirmands publicly professing their 
faith and joining the church as well.  
 

These moments are more than milestones. They are 
reminders of who we are. 
 

In baptism, we remember that we belong to Jesus 
Christ. Before we accomplish anything, before we hold any office, before we agree or disagree on 
any issue, we are claimed by God’s grace. In the waters of baptism, God says, “You are my 
beloved.” Baptism reminds us that the church is not built around one pastor or one generation, 
but around the promises and faithfulness of God. 
 

And in the Presbyterian tradition, baptism is never just about the individual being baptized. The 
congregation also makes promises. We promise to nurture one another in faith, to walk together 
in love, and to help one another follow Jesus Christ. In other words, we promise to be the church 
together. 
 

As I reflected on Sunday’s baptism, I realized that during my ministry here we have celebrated 
60 baptisms together, with at least three more still to come before my final Sunday on July 12 — 
including one baptism on that final Sunday itself. What a beautiful gift and testimony to God’s 
ongoing work in this congregation. 
 

Likewise, with the confirmands who joined on May 3 and the new members joining on May 17, 
we will have welcomed nearly 190 new members into the life of First Presbyterian Church 
during these years together. 
 

Those numbers are not simply statistics. They are stories. They are people. They are signs of the 
Holy Spirit continuing to move in and through this church. 
 

Every baptism, every profession of faith, every new member received has been a reminder to me  
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that God is not finished with First Presbyterian Church of Hastings. Far from it. The ministry of 
this church will continue because Christ continues to call people, transform lives, and send us 
out into the world as the hands and feet of Jesus. 
 

Pastors come and go. Seasons change. But the mission of the church remains the same: to 
worship God, to love our neighbors, to share the good news of Jesus Christ, and to be the church 
together. 
 

And friends, I am deeply hopeful because I have seen you do exactly that. 
 

Thank you for allowing me the privilege of walking alongside you in this chapter of the church’s 
story. I cannot wait to see what God will continue to do through First Presbyterian Church in the 
years ahead. 
 

In Grace and Hope, 
 

 

 

 

Pastor Greg 

 

 

May & June Ushers and Greeters 

May Ushers (Team #3) Captain – Dave Fisher, Andrew Barrows, Phil Odom, Doug 
Soderquist, John Pershing 

 

 

 

June Ushers (Team #4) Captain – George Howard, Susie Graham, Dixie McDonald, 
Gale McDonald 

 

May Greeters Memorial Room Narthex 

17 Dixie & Gale McDonald Volunteers Needed 

24 John & Linda Carllson Sue Medsker 

31 Ann & Robin Koozer Carol Harrenstein 

June Greeters Memorial Room  Narthex 

7 Connie & Richard McClenahan Jean Stinnete 

14 Erica & Brent Brooks Jan Bolliger 

21 Cheryl & Ed Lockwood Susan Cole 

28 Karen & Richard Doerr Mary Kay LaMaster 



 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

  

Tues. 5/12 10:30am Staff Meeting In-person 

12pm Bible Study  Anderson Room 

5:30pm Hastings Literacy Classes Middle School and Choir 
Rooms 

5:30pm Congregational Life Meeting Anderson Room 

5:30pm Trustees Meeting PEACE West Classrooms 

6:45pm Deacons Meeting Anderson Room 

Wed. 5/13 12pm Noonday Book Club Sbbrooks52@gmail.com for 
link 

5-7pm PreK-12th Grade WNL Picnic Lib’s Park 

6pm Chancel Bells Bell Room 

6:30pm Woodcarvers Basement 
Thur. 5/14 12:30pm Dulcimer Lydia Room 

5:30pm Hastings Literacy Classes Middle School and Choir 
Rooms 

6pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE NE Classroom 

7pm Cub Scouts Scout Room 

Fri. 5/15 10am Mahjong Ladies Basement Youth Room 

Sat. 5/16 9:45am-11:30am United Harvest PEACE Center 
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 May Communion Offering 

Hastings Middle School Garden 

 

Sun. 5/17 8:30am Contemplative Worship Service Chapel 
10am HAW Store Open Library 

10:30am Traditional Worship Service Sanctuary, Radio, YouTube 

11:30am HAW Store Open  Library  
Mon. 5/18 1:30pm Quilters PEACE Quilting Room 

6pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE NE Classroom 

7pm Chorus of the Plains  Choir Room 

Tues. 5/19 10:30am Staff Meeting In-person 

12pm Bible Study Anderson Room 

5:30pm Hastings Literacy Classes Middle School & Choir Rooms 

Wed. 5/20 9:30am PW Circles 1 & 2 PEACE West Classroom 

12pm Noonday Book Club Sbbrooks52@gmail.com for link 

1:15pm PW Circle 3 PEACE West Classroom 

6:30pm Woodcarvers Basement 
Thur. 5/21 12:30pm Dulcimer HCMA Room 112 

5:30pm Hastings Literacy Classes Middle School & Choir Room 

5:30pm Session Meets Anderson Room 

6pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE NE Classroom 

7pm Cub Scouts  Scout Room 

Fri. 5/22 10am Mahjong Ladies Basement Youth Room 

Sun. 5/24 10am HAW Store Open Library 

10:30am Traditional Worship Service Sanctuary, Radio, YouTube 

11:30am HAW Store Open Library 

Mon. 5/25 Church Office Closed-Memorial Day 
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First Presbyterian Church 

621 N. Lincoln Ave. 

Hastings, NE 68901 

402-462-5147 

fpc@fpchastings.org 

Return Service Requested 


