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Why I Call First Presbyterian Church a “Purple Church”  
 
 
Dear First Presbyterian Church Family: 
 
In my sermon on Sunday, I referred to First Presbyterian Church 
of Hastings as a “purple church.” Over the years, that phrase has 
become an important way for me to describe who we are and who 
we are striving to be as a congregation. 
 
At one level, the phrase is fairly straightforward. In our current 
political climate, we often talk about “red states” and “blue 
states,” red voters and blue voters, red counties and blue 
counties. Purple, of course, is what happens when red and blue 
are brought together. It symbolizes a community made up of 
people with different perspectives, experiences, convictions, and 
political viewpoints. And that certainly describes our church. Within our congregation are 
Democrats, Republicans, Independents, and people who are weary of politics altogether. We do 
not all think alike. We do not all vote alike. We do not all see every issue in the same way. 
 
And yet, week after week, we gather around the same baptismal font, the same communion 
table, the same scriptures, and the same Lord. We sit side by side in the pews and sing hymns 
together. But there is also a deeper and more important meaning behind the phrase “purple 
church.” 
 
Purple is one of the great liturgical colors of the Christian faith. During the seasons of Advent 
and Lent, the sanctuary is filled with purple cloth on the communion table and pulpit and the 
pastors wear purple stoles. Purple marks seasons of reflection, repentance, preparation, and 
spiritual renewal. These are seasons when the church intentionally focuses its attention on the 
life, ministry, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. That second meaning is doubly important 
to me. Because ultimately, what makes us a “purple church” is not politics. It is our identity as 
disciples of Jesus Christ. 
 
We are a purple church when we keep our eyes fixed on Jesus rather than the endless divisions 
and tribalism of our culture. We are a purple church when our identity as Christians becomes 
more important than our identity as partisans. We are a purple church when we refuse to let 
political labels become more important than the commandment to love one another. In a world 
that increasingly tells us to sort ourselves into opposing camps, the church is called to be 
something different. 
 
The Apostle Paul writes in Ephesians 4:1–3 (NRSV): “Lead a life worthy of the calling to which  
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you have been called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another 
in love, making every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.” 
 
And Jesus tells his disciples in John 13:34–35 (NRSV): “I give you a new commandment, that 
you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. By this 
everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” 
 
Notice what Jesus does not say. He does not say the world will know we are his disciples because 
we all agree on every issue. He does not say the world will know us by our political uniformity. 
He says the world will know us by our love. 
 
That kind of love is not always easy. It requires humility. Listening. Grace. Patience. Curiosity. 
Forgiveness. It requires seeing one another not as enemies to defeat, but as fellow children of 
God created in the image of God. That is holy work. And I believe First Presbyterian Church of 
Hastings has been trying to do that holy work for many years. 
 
We are not perfect. We still disagree. We still wrestle with difficult questions. But we continue to 
gather together in worship, prayer, mission, fellowship, and service. We continue to pack meals, 
serve neighbors, welcome strangers, study scripture, sing hymns, baptize children, share 
communion, and care for one another. In other words, we continue trying to be the church. 
 
And when we keep Jesus Christ at the center of our life together, something remarkable 
happens: red and blue begin to fade into a deeper and more meaningful color. The color of 
Advent. The color of Lent. The color of discipleship. The color of a family of faith seeking to 
follow Jesus together. Let’s keep being a purple church. 
 
Your purple servant in Christ, 

 

 
Pastor Greg 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

May & June Ushers and Greeters 

May Ushers (Team #3) Captain – Dave Fisher, Andrew Barrows, Phil Odom, Doug 

Soderquist, John Pershing 

 

 

 

June Ushers (Team #4) Captain – George Howard, Susie Graham, Dixie McDonald, Gale 

McDonald 

June 
Greeters Memorial Room  Narthex 

7 Connie & Richard McClenahan Jean Stinnete 

14 Erica & Brent Brooks Jan Bolliger 

21 Cheryl & Ed Lockwood Susan Cole 

28 Karen & Richard Doerr Mary Kay LaMaster 

May Greeters Memorial Room Narthex 

31 Ann & Robin Koozer Carol Harrenstein 



 

United Harvest June Distribution Date 

Volunteers for the United Harvest Mobile Food Pantry!  In June, the folks 
at Foodbank for the Heartland will be delivering our food on the fourth 
Saturday rather than our usual third Saturday.  That will make it Saturday, 
June 27th.  
In July, we will resume our usual third Saturday schedule...July 28th. 

 

April Communion Offering Update 

The April Communion Offering raised a total of $1,488 which will benefit 

PC(USA) One Great Hour of Sharing. Thank you for your generous 

support. 

 

June Communion Offering 

Open Table 

 



  



May 26, 2026 – June 6, 2026 

  

  

Tues. 5/26 10:30am Staff Meeting In-person 
11:45am Habitat for Humanity Meeting Room 203 
12pm Bible Study Anderson Room 
6pm UNL Extension-Latino Women PEACE SW Classroom 

Wed. 5/27 12pm Noonday Book Club Sbbrooks52@gmail.com for link 
6:30pm Woodcarvers basement 

Thur. 5/28 6-8pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE NE Classroom 
7-8pm Cub Scouts Scout Room 

Fri. 5/29 10am Mahjong Ladies Basement Youth Room 
Sun. 5/31 10am HAW Store Open Library 

10:30am Traditional Worship Service Sanctuary, Radio, YouTube 
11:30am HAW Store Open Library 

Mon. 6/1 1:30pm Quilters PEACE Quilting Room 
6-8pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE NE Classroom 
6-7:30pm WAM Meeting Anderson Room 
7-9pm Chorus of the Plains Choir Room 

Tues. 6/2 10:30am Staff Meeting In person 
12pm Bible Study Anderson Room 
5:30pm United Harvest Meeting PEACE NW Classroom 

Wed. 6/3 12pm Noonday Book Club Sbrooks52@gmail.com for link 
6:30pm Woodcarvers Meet Basement 

Thur. 6/4 5:30pm Global Mission Committee 
Meeting 

PEACE NW Classroom 

6pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE NE Classroom 
7pm Cub Scouts Scout Room 

Fri. 6/5 10am Mahjong Ladies Basement Youth Room 
Sun. 6/6 10am HAW Store Open Library 

10:30am Traditional Worship Service Sanctuary, Radio, YouTube 
11:30am HAW Store Open Library  

mailto:Sbbrooks52@gmail.com
mailto:Sbrooks52@gmail.com


  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Presbyterian Church 

621 N. Lincoln Ave. 

Hastings, NE 68901 

402-462-5147 

fpc@fpchastings.org 

Return Service Requested 


