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Dear Members and Friends of First Presbyterian Church, 

 

It’s nearly Go & Serve week! On July 25th a group of eight youth and four adults will pack 

themselves into vans and head to Hazard, Kentucky. During the week we’ll spend our days doing 

light construction work in partnership with the Housing Development Alliance of Hazard 

County Kentucky. During the evenings we’ll cook meals and fellowship with one another.  All the 

while, we will be growing in our faith and attempting to live as reflections of God in the world. 

 

The theme for this year’s trip is “Something Bigger than Me” and all during the week our 

students will be encouraged to consider the ways that their lives connect with something bigger 

than themselves. Being a part of something bigger than ourselves helps us to find meaning, 

purpose, and direction for our own lives. And whether they realize it or not, our students and 

chaperones are already a part of something much bigger than themselves. 

 

To begin with, by choosing to be part of Go & Serve they have connected themselves to a 

ministry with more than 60 years of history. They find themselves already within a long line of 

faithful disciples who have given of their time, talent, and resources in order to serve others in 

the name of Christ. Second, during the week our students and chaperones will commit 

themselves to one another. Being dedicated to the fellowship and well-being of one another 

draws us into a community that is larger than our individual selves. Being patient, and kind, and 

encouraging of one another creates a holy community. And even if that community is only 

together for a short while it serves as a reminder of the importance of being a part of something 

bigger than our selves. 

 

And finally, by giving a week of their lives in service to others they become a part of a calling that 

is larger than any of us can imagine. They have chosen to be a part of Jesus’ command to love 

both God and neighbor. This is a way of being that is bigger than anything we might imagine for 

our lives. 

 

The generous heart of this congregation enables this important ministry to continue. Your 

prayers, blessings, and financial gifts are the things that allow us to help young people to 

connect to the very heart of God. And truly, there is nothing bigger or better for us than to 

become united with God. As we pack our bags and prepare to head into the hills, we ask for your 

continued support through prayer and the offering of blessings upon us. We are sure to have a 

great week and we look forward to returning and telling you all about it. 

 

Peace and all good, 

 

 

 

 

Damen Jensen-Heitmann 

7.19.2026 & 7.26.2026/VOL.49.15 

 

 



 

July Ushers and Greeters 

July Ushers (Team #5) Captain – Melissa Davis, Matt Fong, Julie Thomsen, Justin 

Brader 

 

August Ushers and Greeters 

August Ushers (Team #6) Chanda Essink, Lynne Friedewald, Chuck Shoemaker 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

July Greeters Memorial Room Narthex 

26 Amy & Joe Black Margaret & Charles Hermes 

August Greeters Memorial Room Narthex 

2 Linda & Richard Johnson Sally Hatcher 

9 Milrae & Harold Korb Lois Hafer 

16 Mary Kay LaMaster Melissa Davis 

23 Daveta & Dick Brader Melissa Davis 

30 Sue Medsker Mary Kay LaMaster 



July 21, 2026 – August 3, 2026 

  

Tues. 7/21 10:30am Staff Meeting In-person 
12pm Bible Study Anderson Room 

Wed. 7/22 12pm Noonday Book Club Sbbrooks52@gmail.com for 
link 

6:30pm Woodcarvers Basement 
Thur. 7/23 12:30pm Dulcimer HCMA Room 112 

3-5pm Summer Youth Group Basement Youth Room 
6pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE NE Classroom 

Fri. 7/24 10am Mahjong Ladies Basement Youth Room 
Sat. 7/25  Go & Serve Participants Depart  
Sun. 7/26 9am Worship in the Park Alexander Park 

9am Open Table Set-up Fellowship Hall 
9:45am Open Table Early Bird Assembly Fellowship Hall 
10am HAW Store Open Library 
10:30am Traditional Worship Service Sanctuary, Radio, YouTube 
11:30am HAW Store Open Library 
11:30am-
12:30pm 

Open Table Assembly Fellowship Hall 

12:30pm Senior Recital Sanctuary 
Mon. 7/27 1:30pm Quilters PEACE Quilters 

5:30pm Foundation Board Meeting Anderson Room 
6pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE NE Classroom 
7pm Chorus of the Plains Choir Room 

Tues. 7/28 10:30am Staff Meeting In-person 
11:45am Habitat for Humanity Middle School Youth Room 
12pm Bible Study Anderson Room 

Wed. 7/29 12pm Noonday Book Club Sbbrooks52@gmail.com for 
link 

Thur. 7/30 8am-6pm Jr. High Zoo Trip Henry Doorly Zoo 
12:30pm Dulcimer HCMA Room 112 
6-8pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE NE Classroom 

Fri. 7/31 10am Mahjong  Basement Youth Room 
Sun. 8/2 9am Worship in the Park Alexander Park 

10am HAW Store Open Library 
10:30am Traditional Worship Service Sanctuary, Radio, YouTube 
11:30am HAW Store Open Library 
4pm South Central Nebraska 

Children’s Chorale Concert 
Sanctuary 

Mon. 8/3 1:30pm Quilters PEACE Quilting Room 
6pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE NE Classroom 
6pm WAM Meeting Anderson Room 
7pm Chorus of the Plains Choir Room 
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July Communion Offering 

  

 

Habitat for Humanity is a movement of people in your local area and around the world, 

working together to build more prosperous and vibrant communities by making sure everyone 

has a safe, affordable place to call home. 

Since our founding in 1976 as a Christian organization, together we have helped more 

than 65 million people in countries around the world build their futures on their 

own terms through access to decent housing. We’ve done that by working alongside people 

of all walks of life to: 

• Build, repair, and finance their homes. 
• Innovate new ways of building and financing. 
• Advocate for policies that make constructing and accessing housing easier for everyone. 

Together, we build homes, communities, and hope. 

 

August Communion Offering 

Raíces de mi Pueblo Mexican Dance Troupe 

Raíces de mi Pueblo (Stories of our town) is a folkloric dance group that meets for practices 

twice a week in our Peace Center. It is also our monthly communion offering for the month of 

June. Maria started this dance class five years ago in response to her concerns about her own 

children and other children in her neighborhood becoming disconnected from their roots and 

not participating in safe, fun, physical activities after school hours.  She decided she could do 

something about this by offering free dance classes that would be open to anyone.  Currently 

her class has grown to approximately 20 dancers ranging in age from three to seventeen.  In 

addition to practices these dancers have performed at many events, festivals and venues in 

Hastings and throughout the state.  Due to Maria’s goals, they have grown in cultural 

knowledge, communication skills, confidence, pride and dance skills.  There is a connection to 

the larger community that has evolved from these performances.  Maria makes a point of 

teaching dances from different regions of Mexico and Central America.  The costumes are a 

part of the culture and story of the dances. 

 

Since Maria does not charge students for the dance classes, she depends on donations to buy 

costumes, or to buy the material to make the elaborate and beautiful costumes for a constantly 

growing and changing group of dancers.     



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



July Means Open Table at FPC 

 
Open Table 2026 in Fellowship Hall 

 
One sack lunch, per person, per day, no questions asked. 

Please join our congregation in fellowship and service as we celebrate our 23rd year of support 
for the Open Table Sack Lunch Program. 
For those of you who are new to our church or community, the Open Table Sack Lunch 
Program is a community-wide program providing free daily sack lunches that are distributed 
from the Catholic Social Services Office Monday through Friday from noon to 5:00 pm at their 
new location on 124 South Colorado Avenue. This year, we will make 2,000 sack lunches on 
Sunday, July 19th, and 2,000 on Sunday, July 26th, immediately after the church service.  We 
will also provide fresh chef salads or an alternative meal to serve twice during those last two 
weeks of July.  In addition to the stable items in the sacks, we will provide sandwiches, fresh 
fruit, vegetables, string cheese, yogurt, and other healthy, less stable food items that can be 
added to the sacks on the day they are distributed. 
 
For our regulars from previous years, there will be some changes to the Sunday morning 
routine, due to less freezer space at CSS and more freezer space at our church. We will not be 
delivering the sacks and sandwiches on Sunday, but rather storing them at the church, and 
CSS will pick them up in their truck on Mondays.   
 
Volunteer opportunities for 2026 include 

Sundays (Always fun).  Assembling sacks and making sandwiches 

Early-Bird Assembly: 9:45 to 10:30 after early service 

Set-Up Crew:  9:00 to 9:45 Help to prepare tables for assembly 
Group Assembly:  11:30 to 12:30 after second service  
Weekdays or Saturdays: 
Friday:  Pick up order of loaves of bread from Russ’s IGA and transport to Fellowship Hall 
(Volunteers call or text Meg, 402-902-9330) 
Other weekdays (to be determined):  Help prepare special meals and pick up food items 
to drop into lunches (Contact Jeni, 402-469-1500) 
Donations:  Donations of fresh vegetables or fruits, healthy snacks, and financial support 
are always welcome. 
 
Prayers! 
 
This tradition in our church has been a blessing for the people receiving the 
lunches and for the people preparing them. We have continuously supported 
this community-wide program every July since its start, and every year, there 
have been different challenges, blessings, and expectations; however, most of all 
we are grateful for the constant support of our church family.   
 
Gratefully,  
  
The Mission Committee 



 

 

First Presbyterian Church 

621 N. Lincoln Ave. 

Hastings, NE 68901 

402-462-5147 

fpc@fpchastings.org 

Return Service Requested 


