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Dear FPC Family,  

 It has been two months since Pastor Greg’s departure and we have 

accomplished much in a short amount of time. Thanks to the faithful work of our 

Nominating Committee, convened by Robin Koozer, we identified 22 members of 

our congregation who expressed an interest in serving on the Pastor Nominating 
Committee. Robin and his colleagues – Mike Karloff, Jessica Meeske, Sue 

Medsker, Paula Crozier, Susan Hoff, and Byron Jensen – worked prayerfully over 

the last several weeks to assemble a group diverse in age, gender, and 

professional background, to lead us into the next phase of our search process. 
Last Sunday, we held a congregational meeting and voted unanimously to 
approve Chuck Bauer, Constance Malloy, Mary Olsen, Chris Schukei, Ross Struss, 
Jenny Welsch, Kili Wenberg, Danny Graves (alternate), and Chris Junker 
(alternate) as our Pastor Nominating Committee. Our thanks go to these 

individuals for their willingness to serve in this way.  

 Over the next several months, the PNC will meet to discuss the future of 
First Presbyterian Church. Guided by our existing vision and mission, and a hope 
for what we may yet become, they will first complete a church profile informing 

potential candidates of our needs and aspirations. This will then be made 

available to pastors considering a new challenge and call to ministry.  

 The PNC will in all things seek out the guidance of the Holy Spirit as they 
move forward. But the work is not theirs alone: we, too, must appeal to God on 
their behalf. And because prayer can sometimes be difficult, I would like to offer 
here words for you to recite in moments of spiritual reflection. This prayer will 

also be made available on a small card so you can return to it in the months 

ahead.  

Gracious and loving God, at this time of transition, we look to you for comfort  
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and direction. We ask that you bless and guide those serving on our Pastor  

Nominating Committee. Through your Holy Spirit, grant them discernment in 

their deliberations and harmony in their decisions, that your will be done for the 
future of First Presbyterian Church. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.  

 

Thank you for joining us on this journey.  

 

 

Dan Deffenbaugh      
 
 
 
 
 

 

Fall 2026 Adult Ed Forum – 9:15 a.m. Sundays – Lydia Room 
 
Covenant: A Love Story (September 13 through October 11)  
 
Presbyterians refer to themselves as a "covenant community." We will explore the 
beginnings of this idea in the books of Genesis and Exodus and consider why it is so 
important to our faith.  
 
Being Presbyterian in a Dysvangelical World (October 25 through November 22) 
 
Continuing our focus on covenant, we will reflect on a recently published book that 
considers "what it means to be truly evangelical in a time of theological and cultural 
distortion."  Copies of the book will be made available to those who would like to read 
along. See https://www.wjkbooks.com/bookproduct/0664269273-being-presbyterian-in-
a-dysvangelical-america/ .  
 
 

2026-2027 Langenberg Concert Series Brochure 

The 2026-2027 Langenberg Concert Series brochure have been mailed out. 

You will receive two copies of the brochure. You are encouraged to keep one 

copy and share the other one with a friend, family member, etc.  

 

https://www.wjkbooks.com/bookproduct/0664269273-being-presbyterian-in-a-dysvangelical-america/
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Mon. 9/14 8:30am Walker/Coffee Group PEACE Center 
1:30-3pm Quilters PEACE Quilting Room 
6pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE NE Classroom 
6pm WAM Meeting Anderson Room 
7-9pm Chorus of the Plains Choir Room 

Tues. 9/15 8:30am Walker/Coffee Group PEACE Center 
10:30am Staff Meeting In-person 
12pm Bible Study Anderson Room 
6-8pm Hastings Literacy Classes Middle School Youth and 

Choir Rooms 
Wed. 9/16 8:30am Walker/Coffee Group PEACE Center 

9:30am PW Circles 1 & 2 Lynette Krieger’s home 
12pm Noonday Book Club Sbbrooks52@gmail.com for 

link 
1:15pm PW Circle 3 PEACE NW Classrooms 
5pm PreK-12th Grade WNL Various 
6:30pm Woodcarvers Basement 
6:45pm Chancel Choir Chancel Choir 
7:30pm Chancel Bell Practice Bell Room 

Thur. 9/17 8:30am Walker/Coffee Group PEACE Center 
12:30pm Dulcimer HCMA Room 112 
5:30pm Session Meets  Anderson Room 
6-8pm Hastings Literacy Classes Middle School Youth and 

Choir Rooms 
6-8pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE NE Classroom 
7pm Cub Scouts Scout Room 

Fri. 9/18 10am Mahjong Basement Youth Room 
Sat. 9/19 9:45am United Harvest PEACE Center 
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Sun. 9/20 8:30am Contemplative Worship Service Chapel 
9:15am Sunday School for all ages Various 
10am HAW Store Open Library 
10:30am Traditional Worship Service Sanctuary, Radio, YouTube 
11:30am HAW Store Open Library 
2-3pm Choral Collective Rehearsal Choir Room 

Mon. 9/21 8:30am Walker/Coffee Group PEACE Center 
1:30pm Quilters PEACE Quilting Room 
6pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE NE Classroom 
6-8pm PEO HT PEACE West Classrooms 
7pm Chorus of the Plains Choir Room 

Tues. 9/22 8:30am Walker/Coffee Group PEACE Center 
10:30am Staff Meeting In-person 
11:45am Habitat for Humanity Room 203 
12pm Bible Study Anderson Room 
6pm Hastings Literacy Classes Middle School Youth and 

Choir Rooms 
Wed. 9/23 8:30am Walker/Coffee Group PEACE Center 

12pm Noonday Book Club Sbbrooks52@gmail.com for 
link 

5pm PreK-12th Grade WNL Various 
6:30pm Woodcarvers Basement 
6:45pm Chancel Choir Practice Choir Room 
7:30pm Chancel Bell Practice Bell Room 

Thur. 9/24 8:30am Walker/Coffee Group PEACE Center 
10am Board of Health Meeting Anderson Room 

Fri. 9/25 10am Mahjong Basement Youth Room 
Sun. 9/27  Hastings College Sunday  

8:30am Contemplative Worship Service Chapel 
9:15am Sunday School for all ages Various 
10am HAW Store Open Library 
10:30am Traditional Worship Service Sanctuary, Radio, YouTube 
11:30am HAW Store Open Library 
11:30am 4th Sunday Fellowship Memorial Room 
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September Ushers and Greeters 

September Ushers (Team #1) Captain – Chuck Hastings, Kim Creech, Steve 

Illingworth, John Pershing on 9/13 & 9/20, Melissa Davis on 9/27 

 

 

October Ushers and Greeters 

October Ushers (Team #2) Captain – Duane Huber, Steve Illingworth, Daveta & 

Dick Brader, Lois Hafer 

 

 

 

 

Noonday Book Club 

The Noonday Book Group is beginning a new book study, Elaine Pagels’ 

book Miracles and Wonders: The Historical Mystery of Jesus. Dr. Dan 

Deffenbaugh leads the weekly conversations online. All are welcome to log 

in at 11:55 a.m. every Wednesday. 

Please contact Sharon Brooks at sbbrooks52@gmail.com or Dr. Dan 

Deffenbaugh at ddeffenbaugh425@gmail.com for more information about 

connecting online. 

September Greeters Memorial Room Narthex 

20 Bonnie & Kenton Grams Paula Crozier 

27 Deb Rasby Melissa Davis 

October Greeters Memorial Room Narthex 

4 Amy & Joe Black Melissa Davis 

11 Kili & Justin Wenburg Kathy Utter 

18 Kathy & Curtis Reimer Marnie & Doug Soderquist 

25 Damen & LaRaesha Kugal Melissa Davis 
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First Presbyterian Church 

621 N. Lincoln Ave. 

Hastings, NE 68901 

402-462-5147 

fpc@fpchastings.org 
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