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“The bones of Joseph, which the Israelites had brought up from Egypt, were buried at 

Shechem, in the portion of ground that Jacob had bought from the children of Hamor, 

the father of Shechem, for one hundred pieces of money; it became an inheritance of 

the descendants of Joseph.” 

Joshua 24:32-33 

 

This past Sunday, as we concluded our stewardship campaign, we learned about the 

ancient Israelites laying to rest the bones of their ancestor Joseph. Within the narrative 

of the Older Testament, Joseph would have died at least three, or maybe even five, 

generations before his bones were buried at Shechem. And part of the reason that the 

Israelites carried his bones around for so long is that they wanted to honor his memory. 

They couldn’t leave him to be buried in Egypt. He needed to return home. 

 

I also believe they carried Joseph’s bones because they were still grieving someone they 

loved. This passage calls us to honor both the past and our grief. Grief travels with us; 

we cannot simply set it down and forget it, nor would it be wise or healthy to try. 

Instead, we may need to carry it for a time—perhaps a long time—until we reach a place 

where it feels right to lay the bones down and let them rest. This does not mean 

forgetting those we love. It means trusting that they remain with us, even when we no 

longer feel compelled to carry their bones. 

 

I bring this up because this coming Sunday, Nov. 1, we will be honoring All Saints’ Day. 

During the service, we will name the members of the congregation that have died in the 

last year. We will also give time for congregants to light a candle to honor and remember 

the losses they have experienced in their own lives. It is a Sunday when we acknowledge 

the bones of grief that we are still carrying with us. 

 

In truth, everyone who comes to worship brings with them some grief that they lament. 

For some, that grief is new and raw and at times overwhelmingly sensitive. For others, 

that grief is distant, having long-since transformed into the faintest of scars. On Sunday, 

we will take time to acknowledge all of our pain as we hold fast to the promise that in all 

times and in all circumstances, we are held in God’s loving arms. Amen.  

 

 

 

 

Pastor Damen 
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LANGENBERG LESSON SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM was established to 

encourage the youth of our church in their musical pursuits through the generosity 

of the late Luella Langenberg. 

• Parents of students in grades 1-12 may apply for up to $250 per semester to offset 
the cost of private music instruction. Grants are limited to one per child. 

• Areas of study include piano, voice, guitar, or any band/orchestral instrument. 
• Parents must be members of First Presbyterian Church, and students must be 

active participants in the church choir/music program. 
Application forms are available in the church office and on the church website. 

• DEADLINE FOR THE Fall 2026 GRANT PROGRAM IS November 1, 2026. 
• GRANTS ARE RENEWABLE; PARENTS MUST RE-APPLY EACH SEMESTER. 
Applications are available on the shelf outside the Church Offices or on the Church 

website at:  

https://fpchastings.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/Langenberg-form-Fall-

2026.pdf 

 

 

Fall 2026 Adult Ed Forum – 9:15 a.m. Sundays – Lydia Room 
 
Being Presbyterian in a Dysvangelical World (October 25 through November 22) 
 
Continuing our focus on covenant, we will reflect on a recently published book that 
considers "what it means to be truly evangelical in a time of theological and cultural 
distortion."  Copies of the book will be made available to those who would like to read 
along. See https://www.wjkbooks.com/bookproduct/0664269273-being-presbyterian-in-
a-dysvangelical-america/ .  
 

https://fpchastings.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/Langenberg-form-Fall-2026.pdf
https://fpchastings.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/Langenberg-form-Fall-2026.pdf
https://www.wjkbooks.com/bookproduct/0664269273-being-presbyterian-in-a-dysvangelical-america/
https://www.wjkbooks.com/bookproduct/0664269273-being-presbyterian-in-a-dysvangelical-america/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



November Ushers and Greeters 

November (Team #3) Captain – Dave Fisher, Phil Odom, Doug Soderquist, John 

Pershing 

 

November 
Greeters  Memorial Room Narthex 

1 Linda & John Carllson Linda & Richard Johnson 

8 Erica & Brent Brooks Melissa Davis 

15 Jenna Jorgensen Carolyn & Richard McKenzie 

22 Jane & Chuck Bauer Melissa Davis 

29 Lynne Friedewald & Chuck Shoemaker Volunteers Needed 

 

The Mission Committee delivered 1,800 baby wipes to  
Catholic Social Services. 

Thank you for your donations! 

  



 

 

 

The Mission Committee would like to thank everyone who donated coats for our coat 

give away. You can still donate throughout the year for the 2027 Give away.  We served 

approximately 170 in our community Saturday.  Everyone was very grateful and proud 

to leave with a nice, warm coat for the Winter. Our hearts are full. Thank you! 

Thank you for your donation towards the Hastings CROP Walk 

held October 11, 2026, a beautiful day. So far, First Presbyterian 

Church of Hastings has raised a total of $900 for a combined total 

from the walk being close to $5,000. 

Money is still being collected. With your donation, we are able to 

make a better contribution to CHURCH WORLD SERVICES, providing food, clean 

water, and education to those in need throughout the world. The many devastating 

tragedies have made us aware of the needs and help the Church World Services to 

provide worldwide with our donations. 

25% of our Hastings walk will go to the United Food Harvest Program. 

Thank you, 

Sponsored by Church Women United of Hastings and Juniata area. 



 

Tues. 10/27 8:30am Walkers/Coffee Group PEACE Center 
9-11am Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym 
10:30am Staff Meeting In-person 
12pm Habitat for Humanity Room 203 
12pm Bible Study Anderson Room 
5:30pm Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym 
6-8pm Hastings Literacy Classes 2nd floor Middle School 

Youth & Choir Rooms 
Wed. 10/28 8:30am Walkers/Coffee Group PEACE Center 

9-11am Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym 
12pm Noonday Book Club Sbrooks52@gmail.com for 

link 
5-7:15pm PreK-12th Grade WNL Various 
6:30pm Woodcarvers basement 
6:45pm Chancel Choir rehearsal Choir Room 
7:30pm Chancel Bells rehearsal Bell Room 

Thur. 10/29 8:30am Walkers/Coffee Group PEACE Center 
9-11am Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym 
12:30pm Dulcimer HCMA Room 112 
1:30pm Quilters PEACE Quilting Room 
5:30pm Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym 
6pm Hastings Literacy Classes 2nd floor Middle School 

Youth & Choir Rooms 
6pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE NE Classroom 
7pm Cub Scouts  Scout Room 

Fri. 10/30 9am Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym 
10am Mahjong Ladies Basement Youth Room 
11 am Janet Schawang Memorial Service Sanctuary 
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Sun. 11/1 All Saints’ Day 
Daylight Saving Time Ends 

8:30am Contemplative Worship Service Chapel 
9:15am Faith Enrichment Hour Various 
10am HAW Store Open Library 
10:30am Traditional Worship Service Sanctuary, Radio, YouTube 
11:30am HAW Store Open Library 
2pm Choral Collective Rehearsal Choir Room 

Mon. 11/2 8:30am Walkers/Coffee Group PEACE Center 
9-11am Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym 
5:30pm Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym 
6-8pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE NE Classroom 
6pm WAM Meeting Anderson Room 
7pm Chorus of the Plains Rehearsal Choir Room 

Tues. 11/3 8:30am Walkers/Coffee Group PEACE Center 
9-11am Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym 
10:30am Staff Meeting In-person 
12pm Bible Study Anderson Room 
5:30pm Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym 
6-8pm Hastings Literacy Classes 2nd floor Youth & Choir Rooms 

Wed. 11/4 8:30am Walkers/Coffee Group PEACE Center 
9-11am Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym 
11am PW Coord. Team  Parlor 
11:45am PW Program and Luncheon Fellowship Hall 
12pm Noonday Book Club Sbbrooks52@gmail.com for 

link 
5pm-7:15pm PreK-12th Grade WNL Various 
6:30pm Woodcarvers Basement 
6:45pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal Choir Room 
7:30pm Chancel Bell Rehearsal Bell Room 

Thur. 11/5 8:30am Walkers/Coffee Group PEACE Center 
9am Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym 
1:30pm Quilters PEACE Quilting Room 
5:30pm Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym 
5:30pm Mission Committee Meeting PEACE NW Classroom 
6-8pm Hastings Literacy Classes 2nd Floor Middle School and 

Choir Rooms 
6pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE NE Classroom 
7pm Cub Scouts Scout Room 

Fri. 11/6 9-11am Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE gym 
9:30am-1pm Church Women United Chapel and Fellowship Hall 
10am-12pm Mahjong Ladies Basement Youth Room 

Sat. 11/7 3pm Jens Korndörfer Recital Sanctuary 
Sun. 11/8 8:30am Contemplative Worship  Chapel 

9:15am Faith Enrichment Hour for all ages Various 
10am HAW Store Open Library 
10:30am Traditional Worship Service Sanctuary, Radio, YouTube 
11:30am HAW Store Open Library 
2pm Choral Collective Dress Rehearsal  Sanctuary 
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First Presbyterian Church 

621 N. Lincoln Ave. 

Hastings, NE 68901 

402-462-5147 

fpc@fpchastings.org 

Return Service Requested 


