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Dear FPC Family, 

As we look toward the Advent season and our hope for light emerging from the 
darkness, it seems apt to offer here a brief report on the work of our Pastor Nominating 
Committee. Yes, a light has begun to shine through their efforts. As you may know, this 
committee – consisting of Chuck Bauer, Constance Malloy, Mary Olsen, Chris Schukei, 
Ross Struss, Jenni Welsch, and Kili Wenberg – began in earnest last month by meeting 
with Polly Deppen-Williams, our Executive Presbyter, for a preliminary orientation. 
While the PNC is working on behalf of our congregation, they are also deliberating in 
conjunction with the Central Nebraska Presbytery, which will provide direction on 
questions of national PCUSA policies and procedures.  

It was shortly after the October meeting that the PNC elected Ross Struss and Chris 
Schukei as their chair and vice-chair, respectively. Constance Malloy was elected 
secretary. Next on their agenda will be researching and choosing a consulting company 
to assist them in reflecting on important questions about the vision and mission of First 
Presbyterian Church. You may therefore, in the next several months, receive a 
questionnaire from consultants with inquiries about your hopes for our future. It will 
include queries like: What do you believe our church is currently doing very well? Where 
do you see room for growth in the years ahead?  And so forth.   

So, you see, you are not off the hook in all of this. On the contrary, your insights and 
dreams as members and friends of First Presbyterian Church matter immensely.  

We indeed have much to look forward to as the autumn fades into winter, and winter 
gives way to spring. We ask that you keep our PNC in your daily prayers, and encourage 
them when you have the opportunity. As we continue to hope into our future and strive 
toward novel possibilities, take heart in the words of English poet, Robert Browning:   

 Ah, but a man’s reach must exceed his grasp,  

  Or what’s a heaven for?  

 

 

 

Dan D.   
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Fall 2026 Adult Ed Forum – 9:15 a.m. Sundays – Lydia Room 
 
Being Presbyterian in a Dysvangelical World (October 25 through November 22) 
 
Continuing our focus on covenant, we will reflect on a recently published book that 
considers "what it means to be truly evangelical in a time of theological and cultural 
distortion."  Copies of the book will be made available to those who would like to read 
along. See https://www.wjkbooks.com/bookproduct/0664269273-being-presbyterian-in-
a-dysvangelical-america/ .  

November Ushers and Greeters 

November (Team #3) Captain – Dave Fisher, Phil Odom, Doug Soderquist, John 
Pershing 

 

November 
Greeters  Memorial Room Narthex 

15 Jenna Jorgensen Carolyn & Richard McKenzie 

22 Jane & Chuck Bauer Melissa Davis 

29 Lynne Friedewald & Chuck Shoemaker Sally Hatcher 

  

https://www.wjkbooks.com/bookproduct/0664269273-being-presbyterian-in-a-dysvangelical-america/
https://www.wjkbooks.com/bookproduct/0664269273-being-presbyterian-in-a-dysvangelical-america/


 

  



 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

  

Tues. 11/10 8:30am Coffee/Walkers PEACE Center 
9am Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym 
10:30am Staff Meeting In-person 
12pm Bible Study Anderson Room 
5:30pm Congregational Life Anderson Room 
5:30pm Trustees PEACE W Classrooms 
6pm Hastings Literacy Classes 2nd floor Middle School/Choir 

Rooms 
6:45pm Deacons Anderson Room 

Wed. 11/11 8:30am Coffee/Walkers Group PEACE Center 
9am Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym 
12pm Noonday Book Club Sbbrooks52@gmail.com for link 
5pm PreK-12th Grade WNL Various 
6:30pm Woodcarvers Meet Basement 
6:45pm Chancel Choir  Choir Room 
7:30pm Chancel Bells Bell Room 

Thur. 11/12 8:30am Coffee/Walkers Group PEACE Center 
9-11am Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym 
1:30pm Quilters PEACE Quilting Room 
5:30pm Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym 
6pm Hastings Literacy Classes 2nd floor Middle School/Choir 

Rooms 
7pm Cub Scouts Scout Room 

Fri. 11/13 9am Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE Gym 
10am Mahjong Ladies Basement Youth Room 

Sat. 11/14 3pm Hastings Choral Collective Concert Sanctuary 
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Sun. 11/15 8:30am Contemplative Worship Service Chapel 
9:15am Faith Enrichment Hour for all ages Various 
10am HAW Store Open Library 
10:30am Traditional Worship Service Sanctuary, Radio, YouTube 
11:30am HAW Store Open Library 

Mon. 11/16 8:30am Walkers/Coffee Group PEACE Center 
9-11am Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE gym 
12pm Memorial Committee Meeting Anderson Room 
5:30pm Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE gym 
6pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE NE Classroom 
7pm Chorus of the Plains Choir Room 

Tues. 11/17 8:30am Walkers/Coffee group PEACE center 
9am Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE gym 
10:30am Staff Meeting in-person 
12pm Bible Study Anderson Room 
5:30pm Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE gym 
6pm Hastings Literacy Classes 2nd floor Middle School Youth and 

Choir Rooms 
Wed. 11/18 8:30am Walkers/Coffee Group PEACE Center 

9am Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE gym 
9:30am PW Circles 1 & 2 PEACE NW Classroom 
12pm Noonday Book Club Sbbrooks52@gmail.com for link 
1:15pm PW Circle 3 PEACE NW Classroom 
5-7:15pm PreK-12th grade WNL Various 
6:30pm Woodcarvers Church Basement 
7:30pm Chancel Bell Practice Bell Room 

Thur. 11/19 8:30am Walkers/Coffee Group PEACE Center 
9-11am Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE gym 
12:3pm Dulcimer HCMA Room 112 
1:30pm Quilters PEACE Quilting Room 
5:30pm Session Meets Anderson Room 
6pm Hastings Literacy Classes 2nd floor Middle School Youth and 

Choir Room 
6pm Mexican Folkloric Dance PEACE NE Classroom 
7pm Cub Scouts Scout Room 

Fri. 11/20 9am Hastings Pickleball Club PEACE gym 
10am Mahjong Ladies Basement Youth Room 

Sat. 11/21 9:45-
11:30am 

United Harvest PEACE Center 

Sun. 11/22 8:30am Contemplative Worship Service Chapel 
9:15am Faith Enrichment Hour for all ages Various 
10am HAW Store Open Library 
10:30am Traditional Worship Service Sanctuary, Radio, YouTube 
11:30am Hanging of the Greens  
11:30am HAW Store Open Library 
5pm HCMA Fallin’ for Jazz Concert Sanctuary 
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First Presbyterian Church 

621 N. Lincoln Ave. 

Hastings, NE 68901 

402-462-5147 

fpc@fpchastings.org 

Return Service Requested 


